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A new and cheap Edition of the following 
Appeal and Hymns having been already called 
for by ſeveral of the Author's Readers, but more 
eſpecially by the moſt worthy and excellent 
Writer of the following Letter; he gladly, tho? 
ſtill humbly, conſents that ſuch Edition, as here 

follows, ſhould be given for the Benefit of thoſe, 
who couid not afford to buy the firſt. In order, 
however, to render it more conducive to the 

good Purpoſes it is intended to promote, he hopes 
it may now come forth, a little more correct, 

and ſomewhat improved. 112 


REVEREND SIR, 


J T1 HAVE read your Appeal to Common Senſe * 
A * "he Subject of Chriſtianity. I wiſh all the IWerld <4 
| could ſay the ſame, but at preſent few can have that 
| Advantage. If you will permit a leſs expenſive 
c Edition to be publiſhed, that may be the Means of 
| rendering the Circulation more extenſive, and of 


promoting the great End, for which you Jaboured. 
= . 
am your humble Servant, 


SYRAH STRINGER. 


Summer-Hill, |" 45, ol I 
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AN APPEAL TO 14 


COMMON SENSE 


ON THE SUBJECT OF - 
CHRISTIANITY. 


A Sit is certain, Chriſtianity was given for the 
Bulk of Mankind, who neither are, nor 

ever can be, what the World calls learned; it is 
equally certain, that the Knowledge of it muſt 
lie open to Common Senſe, that is, to the Per- 
ception and Capacity of the Multitude. To un- 
derſtand and believe it, and to live up to its mo- 
ral Rules and Precepts, as far as the Infirmities 
of human Nature will permit, or, in other 

Words, as far as its Author requires, no long, 
tedious, ſubtle Arguings, no deep Learning or 
Philoſophy, are -neceſſary. Of theſe the un- 
learned are incapable. By theſe, and their own' 
Vanity, the learned have been miſerably bewil- 
dered, and led far away from the divine Sim- 

' plicity and Wiſdom of our holy Religion, the 
fundamental Articles whereof are few, and equal- 
ly intelligible to all Capacities. Some ſhorter 

and cater Way therefore, than that of the learn- 
vo A2 ed, 
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ed, muft be taken to clear up all Controverſies 
among Chriſtians ; and before this can be done, 
the Teacher, the Divine, muſt level himſelf (and 
why not, for God hath done it?) to the Ap- 
prehenſion of the Vulgar firſt, and then to their 
Modes of Thinking and Reaſoning, I ſay Rea- 
foning, for they can reaſon, and that with a 
Force and Clearneſs on Subjects of far more 
Difficulty, than thoſe of Religion, fully equal to 
the Reaſonings of ſuch as (it is hard to ſay whe- 
ther therein bleſſed or curſed) have paſſed their 
Youth under the Influence of the moſt refined 
Education. This is evident in their Diſcuſſions 
on Points of Property, wherein theſe plain Men 
happen to be concerned as Parties. To clear 
up a neceſſary Point of Religion, wherein every 
Thing is made incomparably more eaſy, requires. 
not half the Capacity. Such Points therefore. 
ſhould by their Teachers be brought down and 
home to their Underſtandings in ſhort Inſtructi- 
ons, familiarly expreſſed. About Sixty or Se- 

venty Years ago, there was a poor Man in Dub- 
lin, who earned a ſcanty Subſiſtence on a Loom, 
but found Time on Sundays to read the Scrip- 
tures, and a few other Books of eaſy Digeſtion. 

| This Man entered, in the Shops, Streets, &c. 
into frequent Controverfies with Jeſuits, and 
other Abettors of Popery, wherein he was thought, 

at leaſt by Proteſtants, to have generally the Ad- 
vantage. After ſome Time, a Jeſuit of more 

than common Eminence gave him a Challenge 

to enter into an Argument with him at the Thel- 

fel of Dublin, on a Day and Hour prefixed. A 

vaſt Concourle of People, and ſome Biſhops, aſ- 
ſembled on the remarkable Occaſion. s 

ſuit aſked hm where was his Religion before 
Harry the 8th? The Weaver, looking attentively 

at his Countenance, as if he there obſerved 

” ; ſome- 
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3 extraordin ry, aſked him, if he had 
waſhed his WS } zcc that Morning, and 


had an affirmative Anſwer. Where then, ſaid 


the Weaver, was your Face before you waſhed' 
it? Here ended the Diſpute in a very ſenſible Peal 
of Laughter, ſet up by Common Senſe. This 

or Man, whoſe Name is loſt, as that of the 
poor Man in Eccleſiaſtes, who ſavt a City by his 
wiſe Counſel, knew perfectly well, that our Re- 
formers did not undertake, as the Geneviant did, 
to form a new Church, but to reform the Church 
of England, There are Thoufands in the loweſt 
Claſs of Mankind, who might be ranked with 
this modern Socrates, did they ſearch for Infor- 
mation, as he did, and were they not frightened 
from that Search by the Parade of Knowledge, 
falſely ſo cailed, in the upper Claſſes, among. 
which good Senſe is rarely met with, or loſt in a 
Wilderneſs of Words. | 

To you, the Peters, the Andrews, the Nat 52 
mels, fc. of the preſent Times, whether you 
hold a Plough, handle a Spade, carry a Muſket, 
work a Ship, ſerve a Gentleman, or ſweat at 2 
Trade, I turn myſelf, and appeal to your Com- 


mon Senſe, from that haughty Philoſophy, which 


hath begotten ſuch an infinity of Abſurdities and 
Blaſphemies, for the Divinity of Chriſt Jeſus and 
his Religion. In addreſſing you, the plaineſt of 
Mankind, I ſhall endeavour to be as plain and 
as eaſily underſtood as your Language and mine 
fhall allow me to be. God, of his infinite Mer- 
cy, and by his Holy Spirit, enable me to ſpeak. 
the Truth with Power, and you to read or hear 
it with Profit; in which Prayer I earneſtly call 
upon you to join with all the fervour of your 


Hearts, that the Gop of Truth may guard you 


againſt the Errors of me and every Teacher, 
and againſt all the Arts of falſe Prophets, and. 
A 3 guide 
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guide you into all Truth, But do not preſume to 
hope, that Gop will either guard or guide you, ; 

if you do not give your Minds to Inſtruction, 

F and uſe your own honeſt Endeavours. By Na- 


ture you know nothing of Religion, but by that 8 
very Nature, feeble and corrupt as it is, you are 
made teachable and capable of religious Know- = 


ledge, ſufficient for your own Salvation. This 
Knowledge is moſt eaſily attained, and the Means, 
of attaining to it lie ſo open to you, that if you 


| neglect them, you muſt remain, not only inex- . 
| cufable, bur guilty of all the Blood ſhed for you # 
by the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and CHRIST W 


himſelf; for ſo much it coſt to purchaſe theſe 
| Means for you, on the right Uſe of which your 
eternal Happineſs abſolutely depends. Put there- 
| fore this Queſtion of ChRIisT home to your | 
| Heaits, What ball it profit us, if we ſhould gain 
| the whole Worid and loſe our own St | 
} Having thus done Juſtice to the Common 
| Senſe of your Heads, let me now aſk you how ' 
| 
| 
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hard you would labour, and how far would you | 
go, for ſuch an annual Fortune as ſhould raiſe fi 
| you, during the Remainder of your Lives, above | 
N the Neceſlity of working for Bread, which you 
[ mult fo ſoon part with, even if you ſhould ſue- 
ceed in your Endeavour ? and why your Com- 
mon Senle ſhould not rouſe you to a ſmall Share 
of thoſe Labours, Journies, and Endeayours, 
for the Bread of eternal Life, which, if you eat 
of, you ſhall live for ever in Foy and Glory unut- 
terab'e? And let me alſo, by way of Appeal to 
the Common Senſe of your Hearts, now aſk you, 
what Gratitude, what Love, thoſe Hearts ſhould 
fee! for the Prince, who ſhould fettle a large 
Eſtate upon you in this World ? and what then 
is due from you to the King of Kings, and the 
Prince of Peace, for an everlaſting Crown and 
King. 
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Kingdom, offered to you, which he hath pur- 
chaſed for you with his Blood ? If you believe 
this, and I ſuppoſe. you do, how are you loſt to 
Common Senſe, and ſunk below the Digniry of 
an Horſe or Dog, that love their Feeders and 
Benefactors, if you do not labour to know your 
Saviour and his Religion, and labour to ſerve 
him, to honour him, with that Knowledge of 
Religion, in a Life governed by that Religion. 

Whether in this I am ſpeaking to Men, Brutes, 
or Devils, after a long Life ſpent in this very. 
Work, I, now on the Verge of Eternity, am go- 

ing.once more to try, f : 
The Order of this Appeal, you will eaſily ſee, 
requires that it ſhould ſet out with calling you to 
a ſerious Conſideration of yourſelves. I appeal 
then to your Common Senſe and Experience, 
whether you do not find your Underſtandings 
incapable of diſcovering, without Help or In- 
ſtruction, a right Knowledge of the true Re- 
ligion; whether you can hope to reform your 
finful Corruptions, and become good and happy 
Men, without that Knowledge; whether the 
Goodneſs of Gop hath not afforded you the 
Means of a Knowledge, ſo neceſſary to you; 
whether if he hath, you can, as Men of Com- 
mon Senſe, reſt'a Moment in Ignorance of thoſe 
Means, ſince while you do, you expoſe your- 
ſelves to ſomewhat more than the Danger of 
everlaſting Miſery; whether poor and weak as 
you are now in your mortal Bodies, you have 
not, each of you, a living Soul, which muſt be 
happy or miſerable for ever; whether you have in 
13288 a Power to preſerve your Health and 
nderſtanding, or to prolong your Lives, for a 
ſingle Moment, without having Recourſe to the 
Providence of God for his Protection; whether 
you are, by your own Underſtanding and Strength, 
| A4 able 
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able to provide Food, Rayment, or the Com- 
forts of Life, without the Guidance and Aſſiſt- 
ance of the ſame good Providence; and laſtly, 
whether you can reaſonably hope for either, in 
regard to Soul or Body, while you continue to 
truſt to your poor ignorant and weak Selves, the 
Wind, the Weather, or the World, and ſtupid- 
ly neglect the Knowledge of Gop and his Reli- 
gion, which you might eaſily obtain in a few 
Hours? Can Gop be pleaſed with ſuch Beha- 
viour, or count you for his Servants or Chil- 
dren? Is he not wiſe? And does he not ſee 
where you have placed your Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions? "Theſe Things I ſay, as to Men aſleep {4 
(which poſſibly you may be) in order to awaken. $ 
5 you- Or, do you believe, there is no Gop ? 1 
Vhile you continue unconcerned about Religion, 
you ſurely act, as if you did not believe in him 
who made you, and the World for you; in him 
who governs whatſoever he hath made, and will 
infallibly call you to an Account for your wilful 
Ignorance of him, and of the Laws by which he f 
hath over and over again declared, he will judge YH 
you. Your Ignorance is your greateſt Sin, and J 
never can be pleaded 


as an Excuſe for your other 
Sins, Whereof it is the Cauſe and Fountain. 
Let your Common Senſe ſay, whether there is a 
Gop, or not; whether there is any more than 3 
one Gop; whether he is not poſſeſſed of all 1 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Power, as is ö 
too plain to be doubted by any one, who reads 
his Word, or beholds his Works ; whether as 
an All-knowing Gop, you can hide from him 
any Thought, Word, or Action of your whole 
Lives ; whether as a juſt Gop, he will not judge 
you for them all, fully reward your Obedience, 
or punich your Rebellion; and laſtly, whether as 


a good God, there is not with him * 
and 


( 9 ) 
and plenteons Redemption for all who truly repꝛnt 
of their Sins, and with all their Hearts turn to 
him from a vain, vexatious, and wicked World. 
If your Faith hath not this happy Effect, I afk. 
it, and your Common Senſe, whether you do 
not, with the Devils, believe and tremble ? J aſk 

our Common Senſe and Conſcience, how it is 
poſſible for you to believe theſe Truths, and yet 
lead an ungodly Life? And if you do not be- 
lieve them, nor think it worth your while to en- 
quire about them, aſk your Common Senſe (if 
one ſo extremely blind can be poſſeſſed of it in 
the loweſt Degree) how you can ſtep forward,, 
through Life and Death to Eternity, without 
& Guide? This poor Attempt of mine would 
bring your Hand to that of an unerring Guide.. 
To him, as a miferable blind Man, I have given: 
my own Hand, and it was my Common Senſe, 
that led me to him, for, hearing his Voice, I. 
perceived where he was to be found. If I do 
not withdraw my Hand from his, I ſhall no long- 
er, as formerly, go aſtray. 

In the next Place, this kind of Knowledge, 
which you cannot draw forth from within your- 
ſelves, nor gather from your Obſervations on. 
the Works of Gop, though they ſo fully ſup- 
pors it with the ſtrongeſt Evidence, Rom. 1. 19. 
as ſoon as it is but hinted to you; which you' 
are by your Common Senſe ſo ſufficiently quali- 
fied to apprehend and underſtand; and which: 
you ſo greatly want, you can hardly ſuppoſe, 
without calling his Goodneſs in Queſtion, that. 
he ſhould have refuſed it to you, No, he cer- 
tainly did communicate it to the firſt Men, and: 
they handed it down to the following Ge- 
nerations, ſo that even in the moſt dark and bar- 
barous Apes it was never wholly loſt, although 
much impaired and corrupted by Inventions of 
' A. 5 Men, 
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Men, who could not poſſibly have conſulted with 
Common Senſe, when they, inſtead of worſhip- 
ping the true and only Gop, began to offer Sa- 
crifices and Prayer to the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
and to dead Kings and Conquerors, to Stocks 
and Stones, that is, began to worſhip the Crea- 
ture even as the Creator, in which groſs Abſur- 
dity and Wickedneſs they muſt have probably 
gone on till now, had not Gop graciouſly inter- 
poſed by a more clear and univerſal Revelation to 
open their Eyes, and recall them, in the Uſe of 
their Common Senſe, to a right Knowledge of 
his eternal Power and. Godhead, of themſelves, 
and of_the World they are placed in. 


But before Mankind had ſo far loſt the Uſe of 


their Reaſon, they had, through the horrible Sin 
of their firſt Parents, been ſunk in Blindneſs, and 
an outrageous Irregularity of. all their Paſſions. 


Now this was the Sin of their common Pa- 


rents, that the Woman believed in, and truſted 
to the Promiſe of an evil Spirit, ſpeaking to her 
in the Form of a Serpent, and the firſt Man be- 
lieved in the Woman, rather than the Word of 
Gop, and ſo both tranſgreſſed the Command- 
ment of their Maker. It was a Want of Faith 
in Gop, together with Pride, and à love of Plea- 


ſure, that tempted Adam and Eve to theſe two 


horrible Sins, the immediate Effect and Puniſh- 
ment of which was a deadly Corruption of Mind 
and Body in both, and an Impoſſibility of pro- 
ducing any Children; untainted with the ſame 
Corruption, the ſame Defect of Underſtanding, 
and the ſame Violence of Paſſion. This is pro— 
perly called, Original Sin, as being the firſt Sin 
of Man, and the Spring of all our. Sins. Eating 


the forbidden Fruit was- in itſelf a very heinous 


Sin, for it was a Tranſgreſſion of Gop's Com- 
mandment ; but the Crimes which led to this 
Tranſgreſſion 
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Tranſgrefſion were of a Nature moſt offenſive 
and horrible. Adam and Eve diſbelieved the 
Word, and diſtruſted the Truth, of their Ma- 
ker, who had placed them in a State of the high- 
eſt human Happineſs. They gave the Lie to the 
Gop of Truth. They gave their Faith to the 
Devil, ſpeaking by the Tongue of the Serpent, 
and then flew in the Face of their Maker, in 
Obedience to their Pride and ſenſual Appetites, 


by doing Violence to his Commandment. The 


ſame Perverſion of Faith from Gon, to Pride, 
Appetite, and the Devil; the ſame Perverſion, 


of Obedience from Gop to Pride, Appetite, and 


the Devil, that is, to faith and truſt in, and Obe- 
dience to, a Mixture of Brute and Devil, hath 
gone down through all the miſerable Poſterity of 
theſe two ſhocking Offenders. The Recovery 
therefore of Mankind to their Duty and Happi- 
neſs can be no otherwiſe brought about, but by 
an utter Diſtruſt of the Seducers, and an entire 
Reſtoration of Faith and Obedience to Gop and 
his Word. That Diſtruſt ſhould be wrought in 
us by our Miſeries and Fears; that Faith and 
Obedience, by our Hopes of eternal Happineſs, 
See the Conſequence of departing from the Uſe 
of that Common Senſe,, wherewith Gop had, 
in their State of Innocence, endowed the firſt 
Man and Woman more plentifully, as it is rea- 
ſonable to believe, than their Poſterity have ſince 
enjoyed it under an univerſal Corruption of Mind 
and Body, to which we are ſubject, but more eſ- 
pecially by means of that Pride and Fondneſs for 
Pleaſure, the chief Fountains of Idolatry, Infi- 
delity, and all our other Vices. Theſe, which 
fouled the Spring, foul likewiſe all the Streams. 


Thus Sin entered by one Man, the Repreſentative - - - 


of all Men, and Death by Sin hath paſſed on all 


Men. For this Sin our firſt Parents were ex- 
ils 
pelled 


- 
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pelled from Paradiſe into this World of, Labour, 
of Vanity, and Vexation ; and unhappy Adam 
ſoon began to taſte the bitter Fruits of his own 
Crime in the Death of his beſt Son, murdered 
by the Hands of his worſt, the Introduction to 
all the barbarous Perſecutions, ſince raiſed by 
the old Dragon againſt the Followers of Abel, 
for the true Religion. 

Hence Idolatry. Hence the lewd Worſhip of 
Jewd Gods. Hence the cruel Worſhip of cruel 


Gods: Hence the brutiſh Worſhip of brutiſh 


Gods. And hence have proceeded all the hor- 
rible Crimes of Mankind, which blacken the 
Hiſtory of the World in almoſt every Page, du- 
ring the long Reign of Stupidity in Perfection, 
and of Wiekedneſs ſo abaminable, ſo unnatu- 
ral, ſo monſtrous, that even very bad Men are 
ſhocked at the Recital of it. Tired of old 
Truth, and fond of Novelty, they invented new 
Religions, and manufactured new Gods with 
Eyes like their own that could not ſee, with 
Ears like their own that could not hear, and as 
void of Senſe and Thought as themſelves. No- 
thing was ever ſo ridiculous as their new Religi- 
ons, excepting their new Gods. They were 
miſerable Bunglers at both. Before their Trade 
of making Gods was improved into ſomething 
like an Art, if one of their ſcurvy Gods could 
poſſibly have had the Power to do it, he muſt 
have damned his Maker for the hideous Figure 
he was forced to make. Of theſe ſome are yet 
preſerved as Curioſities. But when the Knack 
of God-making was further improved, and the 
Artificcr could compliment his God with ſome- 
what according to he Beauty of a Man, yet he 
had not the Senſe to conſider, that this his God 
was but a Stick, a Stone, or a Lump of Metal. 
No, but to excule his Stupidity, he maintained, 


8 | © MN 


J 


(-'29 } 


it was uſeful to teach the Ignorant ſome Knows - 
ledge of, and Veneration for, a Divine Being. 
How ! did he think a Stick could be like a Divi- 
nity. ? Could be be Fool enough to imagine that 
a dumb Stone cquld teach any Thing? Had not 
a deceived Heart turned him aſide, that he could not 
deliver his Soul, nor ſay, haye 1 not a Lye in my 
right Hand If he had not been whelly depriv- 
ed of Common Senſe, why did he not ſay with 
 Habbakuk, What profiteth the molten Image, that 
Teacher of Lyes ® Moe unto him, that ſaith to the 
Mood, awake, to the dumb Stone, ariſe, it ſhall 
teach. Behold, it is laid over with Gold and Sil- 
der, and there is no Breath at all in the Mid of 
it. Can there be Men, calling themſelves Chr 
tians, that go to a God-Smith, as they do to a 
- Lock-Smith for the one, or the other, Utenſil? 
Men are leſs inexcuſable in worſhipping' Beaſts, 
- creeping Things, or any the meaneſt Work of 
God, than this deſpicable Trumpery of Deities, 
made by themſelves, or bought from another, 
cheapening, and differing ſometimes for a' Half 
penny in the Price of a God, or a Saint, to be 
worthipped as a God. Where was, or is Com- 
mon Senſe all the Time? It was felt few, 
and followed by none, not always by Noah, Lot, 
Moſes, David, or Solomon. h Solomon / 
where was thy Common Senſe fled to, when 
thou waſt on thy Knees to a Block of Stone, or 
'a Log of Wood ? All this while, did not Com- 
mon Senſe want Iqſtruction? No, the Pride ori- 
ginally infuſed, taught Mankind to depend on 
their own Wiſdom, and rendered them unteach- 
able. Here and there indeed Pride ſet up its 
Philoſophers, thoſe ſenſeleſs Reaſoners on the 
Nature of 'Things, ſometimes thoſe preſumptu- 
ous Reaſoners on the Nature of God, or rather 
of the abominable Gods their foolith F — 
ad 
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had erected. Each of theſe Philoſophers was at- 
tended by a ſmall Number of equally conceited 
| Diſciples, who hoped to parade it on the Drivel 
of their Teachers. Some of their Books are ſtill 
preſerved, wherein Ignorance and Vanity for the 
moſt Part, come forth in fine Language, like rot- 
ten Beaux in Gold Lace, to challenge the Admira- 
tion of literary Fops, equally vain, and equally emp- 
ty. It is your Happineſs, that you are not qualified 
by Learning, falſely ſo called, to keep them. 
Company. It is a poor Sort of Education, that, 
under the Pretence of Teaching a Man Abun- 
dance of uncommon Senſe, only teaches him that 
he is a Fool, and leaves him till a greater, I 
might ſay ſomewhat more on this too fruitful 
| - Subject, had not St. Paul ſufficiently warned you 
to treat all Philoſophy with Contempt. 1 Cor. 1. 

at the End, E 
Here now you may aſk, why did Gop ſuffer: - 
the World to fit ſo long in Darkneſs ? It is fit- 
ter you ſhould aſk this Queſtion of God than of 
me; and when you do, will have as. good a 
Right-to add another, namely, why his Provi- 
dence hath beſtowed more Health and Riches on 
you, than on your Neighbour, now pining on 
a ſick Bed for want of Neceſſaries? As to you 
and your Neighbour, even I can return you a. 
Sort of Anſwer. Probably the poor Man may 
be the better Man for his Afflictions, at leaſt bet- 
ter than you, who ſuffer him to periſh for Want 
of a ſmall Share of that Wealth wherewith you 
are unhappily entruſted. - But as to the provi- 
dential Diſpenſations of religious Light, had I, 
in that Matter, been of Council with Gop, I 
ſhould certainly not have given my Opinion 
againſt his Manner of Proceeding, nor would 
you, without cavilling at that ſaying, that Man. 
was made upright, but ſought out to himſelf many 
| nventions, 
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Inventions, that is, many Arts to pratify his 


Pride and his Love of Pleaſure. Can you, dare 
you ſay, the infinitely wiſe, good, and powerful 
Gop made you no other, than that miſerably 
fooliſh and corrupt Creature, which you find 
yourſelf to be? You will not ſurely ſo much as 
ſuſpe& your Creator was the Author of all that 
Folly, and all thoſe Crimes which you, with the 
Aid of the Devil, have contrived and executed 
during the ſinful Part of = Life. This is too 
abſurd and blaſphemous Common Senſe to be 
guilty of. Yes, but you ſtill think it ſurpriſing, 
that Gop for ſome Thouſands of Years ſhould 
have deferred that Rgvelation, which he himſelf, 
at length, thought fit to give. Here you are 
groſly miſtaken, for he did not fo defer” it. He 
gave it to Adam; he gave it to Noah, the two 
common Parents of all Mankind. Immediately 
after the Fall of Man, he gave us the Promiſe of 
a Redeemer, who ſhould bruiſe the Head of the 
Serpent, both by reclaiming us from, and a- 
toning for, our Sins, for as the Serpent or 
Tempter had brought Sin and Death into the 
World, and had made himſelf the Head in his 
Kingdom of Darkneſs, thus only by baniſhing 
Sin and Death out of the World, could that 
Head be bruiſed. Now it was, that the Son of 
Gop, the Creator of the World, the great Re- 
deemer, the Light that enlighteneth every Man that. 
cometh into the World, undertook to be, in due 
Time, our Teacher, and to die for our Sins, 
and ſo hath been intitled the” Lamb, lain, b 
Promiſe, from the Foundation of the World. 74 
was now alſo, that Repentance, Faith, and Sa- 
erifices were appointed to record the bleſſed Pro- 
miſe, to ſhadow to us the true and real Sacrifice, 
and to carry back to thoſe of the old men 
| . ſhould 
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ſhould. repent. and believe in it, all the Merits and 
Benefits of that Sacrifice. ; 2 

So early was the true Religion afforded to the 
tranſgreſhng Race of Mankind, than which Me- 
thod of Redemption, I appeal to your Com- 
mon Senſe, whether any other more reaſonable 
more worthy of infinite Goodnefs, or more fitted. 
to your Wants, can be conceived. , CHOW. 

Short-ſighted as we are in the Ways of Divine 
Providence, Common Senſe may eaſily judge, 


what muſt have become of Revelation, had it 
been finally and compleatly imparted to Mankind: 


in the firſt Ages of the World, by an almoſt to- 
tal Departure frem. fo much as was vouchſafed 
general Deluge; 
and by the groſs Idolatry, and horrible Vices, 
which prevailed, after that dreadful Judgment, 
in the ſhort Space of four or five hundred Years. 
Again, what Records of its Fruth could have- 


been kept before the Uſe of Letters? Almoſt as. 


early as Men became acquainted with Letters, 
the original Revelation was recorded in Writing 
by Moſes, together with the Fall of Man which 
made that Revelation intelligible and neceſſary, 
and a Law alſo revealed and written, which fig- 
nally prepared the Way for its final Completion. 
If theſe Inſtances from Antiquity are not, what: 
we know of ourſelves and the Age we hve in, 


are ſuſfcient to prove this melancholy Truth, 


that human Nature hath, ever ſince its original 
Corruption, been always, unaccountably averſe 
to true Religion; and that, when Men could not 
ſhake it off entirely, they were ever ready to 
pervert #t into an Indulgence to their own Notions 
or Wiſhes, howſoever ridiculous or impious. To 
the great Scheme of revealed Religion, and its 
final Completion in CRRIS Jesvs, throughout 
the Remainder of this Appeal, I mean to eonfine 
| myſelf, 
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myſelf, perfectly ſatisfied, that your Common 
Senſe will agree with mine, and will ſecond the 
Wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by St. Pal, 
and inſiſting that all Things are but Dreſs, com- 
pared with the Knowledge of IESsus CHRIST ; I 
beg therefore, for the Love of Gos that you and 
I may, in humble Imitation of this Saint, deter- 
mine to [now nothing ſave JEsUs CHRIST, and him 
crucified. This is that great Concern, worthy - 
the Attention of Common Senſe, for which all 
others ought rather entirely to be ſet aſide, or ſo 
ſlightly minded, as that the whole Man may in 
the Sight of Gop, and of the human Race, ap- 
pear to be loft in the Chriſtian Me $64 
To begin then, Common Senſe, I infiſt, aſ- 
ſures us all, that there is a GoD, and hut one 
4 only God, poſſeſſed, from all Eternity, of all 
a Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Power ; of 
and by whom are all created Beings. 1 7 
Common Senſe will, I truſt, ere this littla 
Work is brought to an End, fully ſatisfy us, that 
this one only Gop is the Father, is the Son, 
and is the Holy Ghoſt, : 25 
But in the mean Time, the ſame Common 
Senſe muſt convince us, that from the infinite 
Goodneſs of Gap, it hath always been moſt rea- 
ſonable in us to hope for a Redemption from. the 
} Sin and Miſery, into which we were led by the 
4 Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents, ſo far as this 
| Redemption may be effected by the Goodneſs of , 
Gop, without departing from his infinite Juſtice, 
q or deſtroying our moral Liberty. 56/370 
1 We have already ſeen, and ſurely agreed, that 
the good Gop encouraged this our reaſonable 
Hope, by entering immediately into this Work 
of our Redemption on our Fall from original 
Righteouſneſs ; that our Faith was then carried. 
forward to a Son of Eve, as our ne. 3 
| that 
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that Sacrifices, repreſenting the Death of this Son, 
and conveying to the World, before that Death, 
the Pardon procured by it for all who ſhould 
believe in. him, and repent of their Sins, were 
appointed by Gop himſelf; and that One Day 
in Seven was likewiſe - ſet apart from world! 
Work and Buſineſs, to afford Time for Mankind 
to enquite after Gop, to pray to him, and praiſe 
him, for his Mercies. This we firmly believe on 
the ſame Authority. We are alſo told, that, at 
the ſame Time, the Love of the Sexes, and 
the Propagation of Poſterity, were regulated and 
r by Marriage in an expreſs Law of 
** 3, 5 
In the Firſt Chapter of Geneſis, and the Four 
Firſt Verſes of the Second, Moſes often menti- 
oning the Creator, always ſpeaks of him by the 
Name of Gop only ; but immediately after, 
when his Account becomes more particular con- 
cerning the Creation of our firſt” Parents, and 
their Tranſgreſſion, together with the Promiſe 
of a Redeemer, he repeatedly ſpeaks of him by 
the Name of the LoxDp Gob. There muſt, 
think, be ſome Reaſon for this Change, perhaps 


that Reaſon may be found in the laſt Words of 


the Fourth Chapter where, in the firſt and beſt 
Tranſlation of the Old Teſtament, Enos (which 
ſignifies a fallen Man) is faid to have hoped to call 
upon the Name of the Lord God. Now, the Loxp 
is that particular Title whereby our Saviour is 
almoft every where ſtiled in both 'Feſtaments. To 
me therefore it ſeems moſt natural, that fallen 
Man ſhould then begin to hope in, and call up- 
on the promiſed Redeemer, that Lord, that God, 
that Seed of the Woman, that Lamb ſlain for the 
Sins of Men by Engagement with his Father, 
from the Foundation of the World, whom the. 
bloody Sacrifices had been appointed to reprefent, 
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by whom alone it was poſſible then, as it ſtil] is, 
to tome to the Father. It is true, that our Enclith 
Tranflators, encouraged by one or two antient 
Tranſlations, inſtead of ſaying, Enos hoped to call, 
or hoped in calling, upon the Name of the Lord 
God, have ſaid, then Men began to call upon the 
Name 7 the Lord Jehovah, the original Hebrew 
of the Place bearing either the Senſe of hoping or 
beginning, Meanings near akin to each other, 
(Hope naturally leading the Way to an Entrance 
upon an Action) and both ſtrongly applying to the 
Purpoſe of this my Argument. It cannot be ſup- 
poſed, that Adam, Seth, and Ensos, already grown 
up to Man's Eſtate, had never before prayed to, 
or called on Gop. They certainly did from the 
Time of the Expulfion, and from the Murder of 
Abel, but with Guilt and Terror. Now, hows» 
ever, when a Redeemer, a Mediator, and an 
Atonement had been promiſed, their Faith-in 
this Promiſe inſpired them with Hopes, and 
with ſome Degree of Beldneſs in coming to the 
Throne of Grace, that they might obtain Mercy, 
and help in Time of Need. They therefore now 
began to call upon the Name of the Redeeming 
Gon, that only Name given to Men, whereby they 
may be ſaved, the Name of him, without whom 
no Man cometh to the Father, at leaſt with any 
reaſonable Hope of Acceptance. If this Verſe 
of Holy Scripture is not thus underſtood, quere, 
can it be underſtood at all ? | | 
Of theſe bleſſed Appointments, and this gra- 
cious Promiſe, our merciful Gop never loſt 
Sight, though the Generality of Mankind, in too 
great a Meaſure did; for which, after a Space 
of about Sixteen Hundred Years, Gop ſwept 
away the whole guilty Race of Mankind by a 
Flood of Waters, Noah and Seven other Perſons 
only excepted. That CarisT and his Spirit 

8 were 
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were with Noah, when he preached Repen- 
' tance, immediately before the Flood, fo the old 
World, is plain from 1. Pet. Ch. 3. 16, 10, 20; 
and that, in like Manner he was with the follow- 
ing Prophets, is equally certain in the ſame 
Epiſtle, Ch. 1. 1e, 11 ; for indeed who is there 

them (not excepting even Balaam) that 
does not ſpeak of his coming, the Light of his 
Goſpel, his Sufferings, and bis Triumphg, ſo as 
to draw the Attention of all their Readers to the 
great Redeemer ? * 

The oldeſt Cuſtom, properly ſo called, in the 
World, is, I believe, that which hath been prac- 
tiſed every where, in Countries producing the 
Olive, of carrying a Branch of that Tree as a 
Token of Peace and Amity in one Nation to- 
wards another. This Cuſtom 1 doubt not, was 
derived from the Leaf or Twig, taken from 
thence, and brought to Noah in the Ark by the 
Dove, as a Proof that the Judgment by Waters 
was paſt, and as a Proclamation of Peace on the 
Part of God, to the ſecond Race of Mankind, 
to be perpetuated by the Rainbow, Hence the 
haly Spirit, repreſented by a Dove, and hence 
his ſpiritual UnQion, figured by the Oil extracted 
| from the Fruit of that Free, From hence pro- 


* 


bably is derived another Cuſtom, almaſt as an- 
tient, of anointing ſuch Perſons as were ſet apart 
for any of the Offices held moſt ſacred among 
the Poſterity of Nach, inſomuch that our Re- 
deemer himſelf takes his Title of Mess1an, or 
Curisrt, literally from it. 

Through this ſecond Father of Mankind Gon. 
revived his original Appointments, under the aw- 
ful Senſe of his late dreadful Judgment; and 

no again, in this new Father, gave an univerſal 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs to the ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. | 

| Nat- 
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Notwithſtanding all this, I have already 
obſerved, a few Ages only had paſſed, till the 
Human Race, averſe to religious Goodneſs, be- 
gan at leaſt, to forſake the true God, to wor- 
Thip falſe Gods, and to pollute themſelves, with 
ſuch hideous Crimes, as it is ſhocking even to 
name, excepting by a Recollection of the Exam- 
ple made of them to the Reſt of Mankind in a 
ſhower of Fire and Brimftone, whereby a con- 
fiderable Number of populous Cities, with all 
their abominable Inhabitants, were totally con« 
ſumed. 

As the Patriarch /braham fat at his Tent- 
door in the Plains of Mamre, and in the Heat 
of the Day, the Lord accompanied. by two other 
Angels, appeared unto him for two Purpoſes, the 
firſt, to promiſe him a Son by Sarah ; and the 
Second, to execute Vengeance on Sodom and 
Gomorrah. As ſoon as Abraham ſaw them, he 
diſtinguiſhed the Lox D from the two Angels by 
an Act of Adoration, and ſpeaking to him alone, 
receiving Anſwers from him only, and treating 
ſingly with him concerning the aforeſaid Promiſe: 
and Vengeance, as it none but the Lord and 
Abraham had been preſent. He accofts him 
throughout by the Title of my Lozp, and in- 
tercedes for Sodom and Gomorrah with him as with 
one, who had in himſelf full Power to ſpare or 
puniſh thoſe guilty Cities. In all this Abraham 
was an Idolater, or the Lord he ſpoke to, was 
the LoxD Gop, our Redeemer, appearing as a 
Man, that he might not terrify and deſtroy the 
poor Mortal, whom he viſited. Thus it was 
that this faithful Patriarch //aw CarigT and re- 
Jaiced in the Sight ; and by another Viſion foreſaw 
the Day of CarsT coming in the Fleſh. His 
Divinity as the Son of Gop is further apparent 
in his Execution of Judgment on the Wicked, 
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by theſe Words, the Loxp rained upon Sodom and 


Gomorrah Brimſtone and Fire from the Lok out 


of Heaven. 24 
It was at this Time, that Gop ſtill intent on 


F, Mercy, in the midit of his fiery Indignation at 


Sin, called his faithful Servant Abrabam from an 


idoſatrous Nation, into a Country then leſs eſ- 


tranged from true Religion ; and, for his righte- 
ous Faith and Obedience, choſe him and his 
Poſterity out of a moſt wicked World to be his 
own peculiar People, promiſing, that in his Seed; 
that is, in the great Redeemer, all the Nations of 


the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


Ere this Promiſe was fully and finally given, 
Abraham had offered the tenth - of the Spoils 
he had taken in War to Melchiſedeck, Prieſt 
of the high GoD, and King of Salem, and was 
bleſſed by Adelchiſedeck. = | 

Who this great Perſon was, of whom St. 


Paul faith, Heb. 7. that he had neither Father 
nor Mother, nor beginning nor end of Days, hath 


been Matter of Conjecture. For my own Part, 
I cannot help taking the Saint's Words in their 
ftriQ and literal Senſe, not only becauſe they are 
the Words of the Holy Ghoff, but neceſſary, in 
that Senſe, to the Argument he purſues in that 
Chapter. To me it ſeems to follow, that he was 


Custer himſelf, the Word Melchiſedeck fignify- 


ing King of Righteouſneſs, and the Word Salem 
ſignifying King of Peace, Titles too high for any 
but CHRIST, our Righteouſneſs, and the Prince 4 | 
Peace, our high Prieſt, and our King. That, fo 
long before his Incarnation, he ſhould have ap- 
peared as a Man, when as yet, he had, to human 


Apprehenſion, neither, a Father nor a Mother, 


ought not to appear ſtrange to the Readers of 
Holy Scripture, wherein ſuperior and ſpiritual Be- 


ings are ſo often found to have made the fame. 
Appearance, 


r 
Appeatance, as Occaſion required, and eſpecially 
as we ſhall ſoon perceive, that he did viſibly ap- 
pear to Moſes, and moſt probably to Jacob and 
Foſhua. ho, but he, was without beginning 
or end of Days ? Who, but he, by whom the 
World was made, and was to be redeemed, 
ſhould be ſo natura.ly expected to found a reyal 
Order of Priefthood, which was to af * ever ? 
or attend to the Confirmation of Faith in that 
Expectation of an eternal high Prieſt, whoſe 
Coming and Suffering in the Fleſh was to take 
away Sin and the Guilt of Sin ? | | 
From the Date of. this Promiſe given to Abra- 
ham and renewed to Iſaac and faced, of a Re- 
deemer to come, in due Time, for the Salvation 
of all Men, the Preparation made for his Arrival 
was carried on in the Poſterity of that Patriarch 
by Revelations, Prophecies, Miracles, Captivities, 
Deliverances and Conqueſts, whereof I am going 
to remind you by a diſtinct and ſhort Account, for 
the Truth of which as Facts, and their ſingular 
Uſe as expedients to promote the great Purpoſe 
of Providence, already mentioned, I appeal to 
your Common Senſe, as well qualified as mine, 
to Judge in this Matter, 

o the ſame alſo I mean to appeal, in paſſing, 
on a remarkable Place in the Book of 4b, as ap- 
plicable to the Buſineſs in Hand, although that 
excellent Man ſhould not have deſcended from 

. Abraham, and yet the Land of Uz, where he 
dwelt, did certainly belong to the Edomites. 
The great Redeemer, till attentive to the Faith 
of Abraham's Poſterity, as the Angel or Meſſen- 
35 of his Father, but in the Appearance of a 
an, met Jacob, the Grandfbn of Abraham, at 
Peniel, Gen. 32, and ſuffering himſelf to be pre- 
vailed with in Wreſtling, changed his Name from 
Jacob to Iſrael, for as a Prince he had * 2 
5 l OD, 
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Gov, and with Men. On which, without that 
Reproof, which the Apoſtle John received when 
he was about to Worſhip a mere Angel, Rev. 
22.9. See thou do it not, he was adored by this 
Patriarch, who ſaid, I have ſeen Gon Face to 
Face, and my Life is preſervel. Either therefore 
this Act of Worſhip was an innocent Idolat 
(than which nothing more abſurd can be ſuppo 
ed) or the Being worſhipped was Gov, and, Ap- 
pearing as a Man, muſt have been the Redeemer 
of Mankind. As from this //-ae! was to deſcend 
a great and numerous People, and the Redeemer 
himſelf ; as many Troubles and great Trials were 
to fall upon him from his Sons, and the yet un- 
fettled State of his Family, in a Country where 
he was ſtill but a Sojourner ; the extraordinary 
| Encouragement, above-mentioned and afforded, 
| was by the Good Gon judged requiſite, for after 
all, when he was very old, he declared, that fer 
and evil had been his Days. 

In the Book of Fob, one of the moſt antient 
in the World, and always in the Hands of the 
_— as a Part of their ſacred Scriptures, we 

nd the Friends of this righteous Man violently 
inſiſting on an Argument held by all, our preſent 

| Infidels, namely, that Virtue is its own ſufficient 
| Reward, and Vice its own full Puniſhment, in 
this Life. In Conſequence of this falſe Princi- 
le, they conſider all the Afflictions of this good 
Man as Puniſhments juſtly due from Goy for the 
wicked and hypocritical Life, which they take it 
for granted, he had led. In anſwer to theſe Up- 
braidings, Job is often provoked to juſtify him- 
ſelf as a good Man, and fometimes to ſhow too 
great a Dependence on his own Righteouſneſs ; 
and appeals to the Juſtice of Gov, before which 
no Man can ſtand, ſo as in the Bitterneſs of his 
Soul, even to challenge his Maker to an Argu- 
a ment 
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ment on the Subject of his Innocence. Thus, 
as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, the Diſpute is carried 
to Extremes on both Sides. The good Man 
however, towards the latter End of the 19th 
Chapter, ſeems more ſoberly to recollect himſelf, 
and to declare a Dependence on his Redeemer, 
who, he believes, will at the laſt Day, deliver 


him out of his Afflictions, raiſe him up to Life, 


though his Reins were then, or ſoon to be by 


Death, conſumed within him, This Faith in the 


Lord, as his Juſtifier and Redeemer, makes good 
his Plea, and ought to have ſilenced his Accuſers, 
though, like other infidel Diſputants, they go on 
to rail and argue. In my humble Opinion, the 
three Verſes I refer to, ſhould be taken as the 
beſt Key to this moſt admirable Book, and to the 


important Argument handled by Jeb and his un- 


roward Comforters. On both Sides, a thouſand 
excellent Things are ſaid, excellent I mean in 
themſelves, but not always applicable to the 
clearing up of the Point in queſtion. As in al- 
moſt all Diſputes among Men, ſo in this, Truth 
and Error are intermixed ori both Sides. In this 
Life the bad Man is often permitted to proſper, 
for a Trial of our Faith; and is ſometimes pu- 
niſhed, for an Example to others.. In this Life 
alſo Providence ſometimes proſpers a much better 
Man, for our Encouragement, and frequently 
ſuffers him to be afflicted, that he, and ſuch 
Metz learn to place their Hopes in a better 
Life. But, as all Men, even the beſt of Men, 
are concluded under Sin, fo, properly and truly 
ſpeaking, no Man hath Reaſon to look for a Re- 
ward in either World, merely on Account of his 
own Righteouſneſs, but on the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST alone. When thereſore he is 
made happy, his Happineſs is called a Reward, 
not in the ſtrict. cn the Word, becauſe it 
BD is 
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is the Effect of that Faith, which Gon hath 


given him, and thoſe good Works, which he hath 
enabled him to perform. For this Reaſon, tak - 
ing the Argument, as the Friends of Feb here 
take it, in the Lump, and as Jeb himſelf ſeems 


in ſome Meaſure to take it, the Diſpute can never 


be ended by Man, nor Job's Amazement at his 
own Miſeries, ended, but by Gop himſelf, who 
in the Chriſtian Religion hath fully cleared up the 
Confuſion on both Sides; but here by a Diſ- 
play of his Majeſty, hath impoſed Silence on 
both Parties, as Men who did but darken Coun- 
cil by Words without Knowledge. As Job how- 
ever had by Faith put his Truſt in the great 
Redeemer, that Redeemer rebukes the miſtaken 
Severity of his uncharitable Accuſers, and in 
their Sight reſtores him to a happier Condition, 
even in this Life, than he had been deprived of 
by the Malice of the Devil, a Malice, which, 
as far as he hath been permitted, he hath diſ- 


charged on CHRIST himſelf, and on all the faith- 


ful Servants of CHRIST. 

Jeſeph, the great Grand- ſon of Abraham, was 
by the Cruelty of his Brothers, but over- ruled by 
Divine Providence, ſent into Egypt, the then 


moſt populous and knowing Country in the 


World, to fave that Country, and the neighbour- 
ing Nations, from a. Famine, which otherwiſe 
muſt have proved the Ruin of them all. This 
he did by that F ore-ſight into Futurity, and that 
extraordinary Wiſdom, wherewith Gop had en- 


dowed him. Here you ſee a kind of Redeemer, 


already commiſſioned to ſave. 
On his Account an Invitation was given by the 
King of Egypt to his Father Jacob, and all his 


Family, to come into that Country, and live on 


the Proviſion made for them by Joſeph; and here 


Jacob dying, propheſied, that the Poſterity 1 * 
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Son Judah ſhould not finally ceaſe to poſſeſs ſome 
Share of political Power, till Sh:/o, Peace, that 
is the Prince of Peace, or the great Redeemer, 
ſhould come. 77,40 

In this Country the Deſcendants of Jacob, who 
came only in Number fixty-fix Males, lived ſe- 
parate from the Egyptians, who hated them be- 
cauſe they were Shepherds, in the Land of Goſhen, 
a particular Province of Egypt, until they were 
encreaſed to the Number of fix hundred thouſand, 
at which Time they were. barbarouſly oppreſſed 
by the then King of Egypt. 

There it was, that Gop fent Moſes to deliver 
them out of their Bondage. But the Egyptian 
Tyrant would not ſuffer them to depart, until he 
and his wicked People had been repeatedly terri- 
fied with a Number of dreadful Plagues, in a 
moſt miraculous Manner inflicted on them, 
through the Miniſtry of Mes, by the immedi- 
ate Hand of Gop. By theſe at length, the 
Tyrant, forced to conſent, permitted them to 
leave the Country, No ſooner however had they 
ſet out on their Journey, than he, a Monſter of 
Folly and Infidelity, recovering from: his Fright, 
purſued them with all his Forces, and hemmed 
them in between his. Army behind, and the Sea 
before them. Now it was that Gop ſtood be- 
tween his People and their Enemies, and Moſes 
by his Command, having ſtruck the Sea with his 
Rod, the Waters fell back on each Hand, and 
ſlood like a Wall on the right and left, whereby a 
dry and ſafe Paſſage was laid open to his People. 
They entered, and arrived on the further Shore. 
The Tyrant, and his Zgyptians followed, but the 
Sea then returned to its Strength, and overwhelm- 
ed them all. This the ſurviving Egyptians faw 
from their Side of the Sea, This the Hebrews 
law from the other, and Moes recorded it in 
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Writing, witneſſed by both Natiens. From this, 
their Journey to the good Land, which Gop had 
promiſed them through their Anceſtors Abraham, 
Oc. and now again through Moſes, lay their 
Way — dry and barren Wilderneſs, where 
Food and Water were ſeldom to be found. This 
People appear to have almoſt wholly forgotten 
their Gop, during their long Captivity in Egypt, 
and in Conſequence of that Forgetfulneſs, not- 
withſtanding the gracious and miraculous Delive- 
rance, which he had fo lately afforded them, 
were with the greateſt Difficulty brought to a 
very ſmall Degree of Faith in his Power, or of 
Reliance on his Goodneſs. Pride and the Love 
of Pleaſure, thoſe original Sins of the Devil, and 
their firſt Parents, held them in a State of Bon- 
dage, worſe than that of Egypt. Their Pride 


taught them to rebel, and was not half humbled 


by the Opening of the Earth, and the ſwallow- 
ing up of a Multitude, whom no Miracles could 
convince or ſoften, And the Love of Pleaſure 
did but raiſe in theſe Slaves of Appetite a Wifh 

to return to the Fleh-pors of Egypt, tho' to all 
the Hardſhips of their former Bondage. The 
Rocks were cloven to ſupply them with Water. 
Showers of Quailt, the moſt delicious of all 
Wild-tow], and Showers of Angels Food, were 
poured on them from Heaven; and yet they diſ- 
believed and murmured. When they came to 
Countries inhabited, they had Enemies more nu- 
merous and powerful than themſelves to fight 
with, whom Gop nevertheleſs delivered into their 
Hands, as People ſtil] more corrupt and wicked 
than themſelves. They were Doubters, but theſe 
were Idolaters. They were Murmurers, theſe 
were plunged in Vices, contrary to Nature. How 
in this Piece of Hiſtory is the Stubbornneſs of 
Mankind, and the Patience of Gon 3 f 
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The following Part of their Hiſtory may ſerve to 
ſet both in a yet ſtronger Light. Did not Gop, 
ou will be apt to cry out, forefee the Infidelity 
and hardened Temper of this People ? Why then 
did he chuſe them for his Peculiar? It is not 
Common Senſe that ſtarts this latter Queſtion, 
becauſe it ought to know, that perhaps a better 
could not be found. Do the People of theſe 
Countries, and at theſe Times, by their Senſe of 
Religion, recommend themſelves better to Tuch a 
Choice? Gop did perfectly foreſee the Temper 
of-theſe Hebrews, and declared to them, that he 
did not chuſe them for their Goodneſs or Rigb- 
teou ſugſs. Nay, it may yet appear probable, be- 
fore we have done, that he choſe them becauſe he 
foreknew them to be a moſt ſtiff-necked and un- 
governable Race, Let us wave this for the pre- 
ſent, and obſerve, that Gop gave theſe People 
in Writing by the Pen of Mofes a Law, by far 
more excellent, than had been ever given by an 
other Lawgiver, yet purpoſely loaded it with 10 
many Ceremonies and Rites, as made it more 
difficult to be kept in Practice, than any other 
Law, not improbably becauſe they were fo 
ſtubborn a People, and becauſe they were to be 
widely diſtinguiſhed from all pther People, and 
wholly eſtranged from the Rites and Uſages of 
their * idolatrous Neighbours. I he prodigious 
Number and Frequency of their Sacrinces makes 
a conſiderable Part of the Burden laid on them, 
but was appointed with a further and higher 
View. In theſe were recalled to human Atten- 
tion the animal Sacrifices, appointed from the 
Fall of Man, and through them the great and 
only effectual Sacrifice, whereof they were I 'ypes 
and Shadows, for, of themſelves, they neither 
had, nor could have, any Power to atone for 
Sin. The Paſcal Lamb, and the ſcape Goat 
were peculiarly intended to repreſent, before- 
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hand, and apply the real Atonement to be made 


by the Blood of CHRIS IJEsus for the Sins of 
all Men. This whole Law, as St. Paul ob- 


ſerves, but more eſpecially the Sacrifices, was in- 


tended as a School maſter to bring the Jews to 
Cunisr; and, with all poſſible Submiſſion, 1 
add, the Jeus were intended, as School-maf- 
ters, to bring the Gentiles to CHRIST. For the 
fill bigher Confirmation of Faith, among the 


Hebrews, and alſo among the Gentiles, in the ex- 


pected Redeemer, that Redeemer repeatedly 


 thewed himſelf to Maſes, in the Wilderneſs, con- 


verſed with him, ſhewed him his Back-parts, 
Exod. 33. 23, nay, ſpake to him Face to Fact, 
Exod. 33. 11, called himſelf theT AM, Exod. 
3. 14, as he did afterwards to the Jews, John 
8. 58, and to his Apoftles, Marth. 28. 20, by 
which Name no other Being is ever called, but 


the one eternal Gop. He ſays alſo, Rev. 1. F 


am the Fir/t and the Lai, and the Lord Gop 
faith, /aiah, 44. 6, 1 am the Fir/! and the Laſt, 
and beſide me there is no GOD. This was that 
Gop of the Old Teſtament who gave the Laws 
by Miſes, and faid in his firſt Commandment, 


\ Thou ſhalt hade no other Gods but me. This was 


CHRIST, whoſe Reproach Moſes eſteemed greater 
Riches, Heb. 11. 26, than the Treaſures of Egypt. 
This was that CHRIST, whom ſome of the Blaf- 


pheming [/raelites tempted, and were deſtroyed of 


Serpents, 1 Cor. 10. 9, and of theſe [fraelites was 
CRIST the great Sacrifice and Redeemer, and of 
them were his firſt Apoſtles. Of them alſo were the 
Slayers of this Sacrifice, and thoſe Men, who 
put the Truth of his Reſurrection and Religion 


to the Teſt of Death, for the Satisfaction of 


diſtant Countries, and following Ages. Caipbas, 
with the Scribes and Phariſees, and Pontius Pilate, 
as Prieſts, offered up this Sacrifice, and: the 
Apoſtles preached it to the World, and died to 

prove 


. 
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prove the Truth of what they preached. Long 
before, Moſes alſo preached up Chrif in theſe 
Words, ſpeaking to the Iſraelites, the Lox D thy 
Gop hall raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the , 
mid 4 thee, of thy Brethren, like unto me, that 
is, a Prophet, a Law-giver, and a Mediater ; 
him ye ſball hear, For their aſtoniſhing Blindneſs, 
Infidelity, Ingratitude, Idolatry, and Diſobe- 
dience in the Wilderneſs, after ſeeing ſo many 
Miracles, wrought by Gop in their behalf, ſee 
the Confeſhon of the Jews in the 78th and 106th 
P/alms, and Neh. q. 

As ſoon as Moſes had conducted the Vraelites 
into a Part of the promiſed Land, he died, and 
{ua was appointed to lead them forward to a 

onqueſt of the reſt. This N and Caleb 
were the only Men, who had ſeen the Paſſage 
through the Red Sea, all the reſt having died for 
their Sins in the forty years Journey through the 
Wilderneſs. The Name Joſhua, is the ſame 
with Jesus, and fignifies a Saviour, for this good 
Man was appointeg to fave the Iſraelites from 
their Enemies, and to ſubdue thoſe Enemies. 
Here is a very expreſſive Allegory, wherein the 
Wilderneſs repreſents this World, Jordan Death, 
and the delightful Land of Promiſe, Heaven. 
Foſhua took the Command of the People under 
the Direction of Gop, at that Seaſon of the 
Year, when there was always ſuch a Flood in the 
River Jordan, as laid its Banks, and a conſide- 
rable Part of the Country on each Side, under 
Water. Yet here, in this very Seaſon, the whole 
Multitude paſſed to the other Side, without a. 
Bridge or Boats, for Gop was pleaſed to keep 
up the Waters on the right Hand, while they ran 
off on the left, until his People had gone over on 
the dry Bottom of the Channel. This, if uy 
thing, muſt have encouraged the Faith and I ruſt 

of the Hebrews, and ſo terrified the Canaanites, 
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whoſe Wickedneſs was then ripe for Judgment, 
as to make the Conqueſt of them a much eaſier 
Taſk, than otherwiſe it might have been to a 
People, who had but lately began to learn the 


Art of War. | | 
To encourage to the uttermoſt the Faith and 


Reliance of Joſhua and the Hebrews, the Great 
Redeemer, of whom this Leader was a remark- 
able Type, appeared to him Fo/b. 5. This Lea- 
der of the Hebrews had, ere this, received ſe- 
veral Revelations and Directions from the Lorn. 
But now was the Time when he and his Army 
moſt wanted Encouragement and Aſſiſtance, He 
had a People to command, of little Faith and lit- 


_ tle Courage, ever ready to murmur and rebel, 


a ſtubborn and ſtiff-necked Generation, like their 
Fathers, more apt to inſult their Governor, than 
face their Enemy, and but raw in Arms, With 
theſe he was to invade a moſt numerous and war- 
like People, among whom were many Giants, in-' 
habiting a mountainous Country, full of ſtrong: 
Towns, and narrow Paſſes, with which they 
were perfectly acquainted, and he almoſt wholly 


i ignorant. He had little or no Proviſions to hope 


tor from the Country he had left behind him, fo 


that about Six Hundred Thouſand Mouths were 
to be fed by their Swords alone, the Manna hav- 


ing juſt before ceaſed to fall. Humanly ſpeaking, 
an Attempt ſo raſh as his, was never heard of 
from the Creation to this Day. As he was muſ- 
ing on theſe Difficulties, and as it were balancing 


his Faith and Fears, he ſaw, at a little Diſtance, 


a Man with a Sword drawn in his Hand, to whom 
he went, and ſaid, Art thou for us, or for our 
Adverſaries, and was anſwered, As Captain of the 
Het of the Lox D am I now came. On which im- 
mediately Zo/bua fell on his Face, and did worſhip 
him, ſay ing, what ſaith my LORD unte his * ? 
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And the Captain of the Loxp's Hoſt ſaid unto 
Tre Looſe thy Shoe from off thy Foot, for the 
Place whereon thou ſtande/? is holy; and Foſbua did 
fo. And the LORD ſaid. unto Joſbua, See ] have 
given into thine Hands Jericho, its King, and its 
mighty Men of Valour. The LorD then _ 
him Directions how to ſubdue that City by Mi- 
racle, and without ſtriking a Stroke. In the 
mean time, the five moſt powerful Kings of Ca- 
naan were aſſembling all their Forces, and ſoon 
after gave him Battle in the open Field, reaſona- 
bly enough hopiag to cruth him, and his halts 
diſciplined Army at one Blow, Here it is evident, 
that he who fought for Jeſbua had deprived them 
of their Underſtanding ; for had they not emp- 
tied their ſtrong Towns, to reinforce their over- 
grown Army, and only drawn together two or 
three flying Parties to harraſs the //razlites in the 
Sieges of thoſe Towns, they muſt have (ſpeak- 
ing after the Manner of Men) in a little Time 
undone their Adverſaries. But they fought, were 
. overthrown, and by two extraordinary Miracles 
were cut off almoſt to a Man. This amazing 
Defeat was quickly followed by a Surrender of 
their ſtrong Cities, which had been left deſtitute 
of their Garriſons. Thus the whole Country, 
with all its Proviſions and Wealth, lay open to 
Joſbua and his Army, and ſuch a Fear fell upon 
the other States and Kingdoms of Canaan, that 
for a conſiderable Time, they ſcarcely thought 
of making any Reſiſtance. Who now was this 
Captain of the LoRD's Holt ? this LoR D, whom 
Foſhua worſhipped without Reproof ? this Being, 
who made holy Ground of the Place whereon he 
ſtood ? It was, no doubt, the / AM, the ſame 
who ſpoke to Moſes out of the Burning Buſh. It 
was the Captain of our Salvation. It was the 
FT, oi Word 
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Mord of Gon, who bears the te- edged Sword, 
as his peculiar Sign or Symbol, - 

A thort Time before the Fews were carried 
Captives to Babylon, Ezekiel the Prophet, as you 
may read in his 8th and gth Chapters, was fa- 
voured with an extraordinary Viſion of Gop, 
and heard fix Men or Angels, to whom the 
Lorp or I AM had — 76 alem in charge, 
called forth. One of theſe was cloathed in Linen, 
the prieſtly Garment, and had writing Inſtru- 
ments in his Hand. The other five carried de- 
ſtroying Weapons in theirs. In the Hearing of 
the Prophet, the Lox D, or CHRIS H commanded 
the Man in Linen to go through the midſt of 
Jeruſalem, and ſet a Mark; namely, the Letter, 

hau, which anſwers. to T in our Alphabet, 
upon the Foreheads of all that ſighed and bewail- 
ed the Abominations done in that City ; and then 
commanded. the other five to follow him, and 
kill all the reſt, but not to come near thoſe that 
were marked, Thus ſtands the Paſſage in the 
Hebrew. But why the particular Letter, or 
Mark, is not ſet down in our Tranſlation, I do 
not know, unleſs becauſe the Jeros and Samari- 
tans have changed the Shape of the Letter, which 
we know they did fince the Days of Ezekiel. Cer- 
tain it is however, that St. — at once the 
moſt learned and judicious of the ancient Fathers, 
hath obſerved, that the Letter, in the true an- 
cient Hebrew Alphabet, was a Croſs K. It is 
to me equally certain, that the Mark which the 

Servants of Gop were ordered to receive in their 
Foreheads, Revel. 7. was a , ſo early given 
to every Chriſtian at Admittance into the Church, 
purſuant to our Saviour's Command, that. ali his 
Diſciples ſhould take up the Creſs, and follow him, 
How it came to paſs, that the Zgyprians,, Ara- 
| bians, Indians, belore CHRIST came among us, 
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and the Inhabitants of the extreme Northern 
Parts of the World, ere they had ſo much as 
heard of him, paid a remarkable Veneration to 
the Sign of the Croſs, is to me unknown, but 
the Fact itſelf is known. In ſome Places this 
Sign was given to Men accuſed of a Crime, but 
acquitted ; and in Egypt it ſtood for the Sign or 
Signification of Eternal Life. 'The former is the 
Caſe and Character of all true Chriſtians, accuſ- 
ed by the Enemy of their Salvation, but cleared 
and juſtified by faith in the Blood of CHRIS TH; 
and the latter will as ſurely be the Caſe, in which 
their Juſtification is to end. Whether the Cuſ- 
tom above named, owed its Original to the Paſ- 
ſage I have quoted from Eze4ze/, which, together 
with many other Particulars, drawn from Reve- 
lation, might have been ſpread about thro? the 
neighbouring” Nations by the Zews on their F 4% 
from the Babylonians ; or had a yet earlier Rife, 
but was miſunderſtood through Length of Time, 
as Religion itſelf was, is now hard to ſay, Bur, 
to Reaſon and Common Senſe, it is as natural to 
ſuppoſe, that the Croſs and Crucifixion of our 
Redeemer might have been predicted many Ages 
before the Event, as well as ſeveral other Cir- 
cumſtances, not more material, of his Birth, 
Life, Actions, and particularly his Death, un- 
queſtionably were. 
ln the Time of the Babylonian Captivity Nebu- 
chadnezzar, his Princes, and his Subjects, had 
an Opportunity of knowing the true Gop, when 
he had threw Shadrach, Mieſbec, and Abednego, into 
the fiery Furnace, for not worſhipping the Idol 
he had ſet up. The Tyrant then faw theſe Men 
walking unhurt in the midſt of the Fire, and 
with them a fourth Perſon, of an Appearance, fo 
Divine and Majeſtic, that he took him to be the 
Son of God, of whom he probably had heard 
| among 
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among the Jewiſh Captives. Such, ve at leaſt 
cannot help thinking him, not. only becauſe no 
Caſe, ever heard of, could more ſtrongly invite 
his Preſence and Aſſiſtance, than that of Men 
embracing the Fire rather than Idolatry ; but alſo 
becauſe in this moſt populous and extenſive King- 
dom, nothing was ſo likely, as this aſtoniſhing 
Fact, to ſpread the Knowledge of the true Gop, 
and the Expectation of a Redeemer in the Sox 
of Gop. Not long after, in the Reign of Darius, 
and in the ſame Place, Daniel was thrown into 
a Den of hungry Lions, for no other Offence, 
but openly praying to the true Gop, and came 
out alive and untouched from thence, This 
ſecond Miracle, if any thing, muſt have awak- 
ened the Minds of the Babylenians and Perſians 
to ſome Senſe of the infinite Difference between 
the Gop of the Fews, and their own impotent 
Idols. It was this very Daniel, who, after this 
Deliverance, foretelling the Return of the Jews 
to their own Country, dated the Coming of 
CHrRisT from the Decree for that Return, to fol- 
low in Four Hundred and Ninety Years, His 
Prophecy of that Decree, at leaſt when fulfilled, 
and the Coming of CHRIsT, to be reckoned from 
it, were probably known to many of their Maſ- 
ters, as well as to the Jeus, as written in the 
Language of the Babylonians, eſpecially ſince 
there was no Reaſon why the Jews ſhould keep it 
a Secret, On the contrary, Nebuchadnezzar pub- 
bliſhed a Decree throughout his whole Kingdom, 
that whoſoever ſbould ſpeat any Thing amiſs con- 
cerning the true GoD 2 be cut in Pieces, and 
his Heuſe made a Dunghill. Darius, in the ſame 
Kingdom afterwards publiſhed another Decree 
to the like Lffet, upon the Deliverance of Daniel 
out of the Lion's Den. 
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It is eaſy now for you to ſee, how widely the 
Knowledge of Gop and of the true Religion, to- 
gether with the Expectation of a Redeemer, was 
ſpread by Adam among his Poſterity ; by Noah 
among his; by Melchiſedeck and Abraham among 
the Canaanites, dy er. Sc. by Ihmaelamong 
the Arabians; by Lot among the Maabitet and 
Ammonites ; by Eſau among the Edomites ; by 
Jeb among the Uzzites and their Neighbours ; by 
Moſes among the Egyptians, and all the Nations 
bordering on the Wilderneſs, Balaam himſelf af- 
ſiting in this Work, againſt his Will, among 
the Moabites, &c. by Naaman and the Hoſt ſent 
to Dothan, on their Return from Samaria, a- 
mong the Syrians ; by Agur, whereſoever he liv- 
ed; by Nebuchadnezzar, Darius, and Daniel 
among the Babylonians, Medes, Perſians; and by 
the Prophecies of the laſt throughout the Greek 
Empire, for the 7ewiſb High Prieſt ſhewed thoſe 
Prophecies to Alexander the Great, which fore- 
told his Conqueſts in the Eaſt. And as to the 
Roman Empire, which had ſubdued the Weſtern 
World, when its Arms began to prevail in the 
Eaſt, this Day-Spring began to dawn upon it, 
and in a few Ages role to its full Brightneſs ; and 
_ CarisT, ſubduing the Conquerors of Mankind, 
divided the Spoil with the Strong. To the great 
- Perſons who believed in CHRIST, before he came 
into the World, or at leaſt wrote and' ſpoke of 
him, in ancient Ages, and in Countries far diſ- 
tant from thoſe I have mentioned, I could add 
ſome more, as Confucius in China, Zoroafler in 
Perſia, and Plato in Greece, in whoſe Writings a 
prophetic Expectation of his coming ſeems to be 
expreſſed, even with ſome Notion of a Trinity, 
and with ſome what more of Clearneſs as to both, 
in the very ancient Books of the Chineſe ; bur I 
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paſs them by as Perſons and Writings not placed 
within the Extent of your Reading. 

But to return, Fo/bua having ſurvived the Set- 
tlement of the 1/rae/ites, about nee —_— | 
and judged them wiſely and religiouſly, depart 

this Te” | f R 

So far your Common Senſe mu be ſatisfied 
that Gop did every Thing that was reaſonable to 
be done in order to feed the Faith of this nume- 
rous Family, and a firm Truſt in his Promiſe of 
a Redeemer, made to Abraham, or rather in that 
Renewal of the ame Promiſe, made to Adam, 
immediately after our Fall into Sin and Corrup- 
tion; every Thing, I mean, that was requiſite 
to keep up the Expectation of this Redeemer in 
the Minds of all the religiouſly attentive. 

Yet ſoon after the Death of Joſhua, and of 
the Fathers, who outlived him, they began to 
loſe Sight of this Promiſe, to forſake the Lorp, 
to deſpiſe his Law, and to worſhip the Gods of 
thoſe idolatrous Nations, whom he had ſo mira- 
culouſly driven out before them. For about Three 
Hundred Years, that is, until the Days of Sa- 
muel, and the, Eſtabliſhment of a King among 
them, their whole Hiftory is made up of little 
elſe, than a Sort of Contention between Gop 
and them, they ſinning and repenting, and Gop 
chaſtiſing and relieving them, frequently in a 
Manner fo miraculous, that we cannot help e- 
qually wondering at his Goodneſs, and their ob- 
ſtinate Wickedneſs. I need not enter upon the 
Particulars, which you ſee recorded in the Book 
of their Judges, and in the Beginning of the firſt 
Book of Samuel. A 

Our Wonder is yet further encreaſed, at their 
having, to this Day, ſo religiouſly preſerved this 
Record, with many others, which ſo deeply 
blacken their own Characters. But here, Com- 

mon 
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mon Senſe muſt interpoſe to prove to us, that no 
People, leſs ready to revolt from the Truth, no 
People, leſs obſtinate in a Fondneſs for the groſ- 
ſeſt Errors in religious Matters, and for all the 
Sins which flow from thoſe Errors, could have 
brought about ſo many, and ſo convincing Proofs 
for the Support of our Faith in the great Plan of 
Providence, whereby to prepare for, and where- 
on to build, the Goſpel of our Redeemer, Had 
they eaſily received, and all along ſtrictly adhered 
to, their Religion, we might, at this Day, have 
doubted, whether Prieſtcraft and Politicks had 
not been Contrivers and Managers of that Plan. 
It is probable therefore, that the 1/raelites were 
choſen, not only becauſe they were the Deſcen- 
dants of - Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, but becauſe 
they were a moſt perverſe and ſtiff- necked People, 
who had laboured and ſuffered for the Conver- 
fion of Mankind, as well by their Infidelity and 
Apoſtacy, as by the Love of Truth and Virtue 
in a, few among them. Did not CarisT after- 
wards, for a like Reaſon, chuſe Fudas into the 
Number.of his Apoſtles ? Or did he not always 
perfectly no what wes in Man ? in every 
particular Man ? It is juſt fo the Jets ſerve the 
Cauſe of CurisT Jesvus to this Day, ànd will 
ſerve it yet more ſignally at their approaching 
Return to the plain Senſe of thoſe-Prophecies, for 
the Purity of which, as {till Enemies to CHRIST, 
they are every where the beſt Vouchers, 

But to proceed, their firſt King was but Half 
a Believer, and Half a Servant to Goo; yet un- 
der-him the Prophet Samuel made a conſiderable 
Progreſs in bringing back theſe untoward Mor- 
tals to the Service of the only true Gop, and 
ſuch a Dependence on his Power, Providence, 
and Promiles, as they were capable of, They ſoo} | 
taſted the happy Effects of this Return in a De- 


liverance 


- 
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liverance out of a miſerable Subjection to their 


Pbiliſtine Enemies, begun under their firſt King, 


and ſoon after compleated in the Reign of their 


ſecond. 8 n 

This was David, a Man, notwithſtanding two 
moſt horrible Actions, after God's own Heart. 
The wiſe and good Being does not judge of any 
Man by one or two, the beſt or worſt Actions, 
but by the general Tenor of his Life. In the 


Eyes of Men one very excellent Deed ſhall raiſe 
the Doer to the higheſt Pitch of Glory; or one 


very ſcandalous, plunge him to the fink of In- 
famy. In our weak Apprehenſion the firſt can 
never err, nor the ſecond, ever do good. Yet 
every Man is capable of either. In this Light 
his All-knowing Maker conſiders him, forgives 
the Evil, if he repents, and bleſſes him for the 


good, if he does not take the Merit of it to him- 


ſelf, but gives GoD the Glory. David did both. 
He repented and bewailed his Crimes from the 
Depths of his Soul, but never once calls on 
Mankind to applaud him for his Tenderneſs and 
Generoſity to Saul, that Enemy who ſought his 
Life, and could not be cured of his Malice even 
by a Repetition of this Generoſity. The Loxp, 
looking on the better Part of David, raiſed him 
from feeding Sheep, to feed his People, and never 
did Man better acquit himſelf in ſo high a 
Truſt. Inſpired by Gop, he inſpired his Coun- 


trymen and Subjects with that Faith in Gop, | 


and Love of his Service, to. which no Miracles 


had ever brought them. By his Wiſdom and 


Valour he led them to Victory every where ; and 


by his Piety, to a happy Conqueſt over tbem- 
ſelves. Under him they became quite another 
People. Before CyrisT no Man ever fo ſerved / * 
Me Cauſe of Gop and true Religion as David 
did, Gop punithed him for his Sins, and loved 


him 
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him for his Goodneſs. As Biſhop Hall hath ob- 
ſerved, God, ſuffered him to fall, that no Man 
may preſume, and enabled him to riſe again, that 
no Man may deſpair. David hath never been 
railed at by [ofidels (and no other do it) for his 


Sins, though they are always made the plauſible 


Pretence, but for his Piety and Love of Religion. 
No two Characters of Antiquity, fairly confider- 
ed, deſerve more to be admired than thoſe of 
David and St. Paul, and yet each of them had 
innocent Blood on his Head, Blood however 
waſhed off by the. Blood of CHRIST. David, 
after his Repentance, cries out, I acknowledge my 
Tronſgreſſions, and my Sin is ever before me. Deli- 
ver me fromBlood-guiltineſs, O God. Thy Sacri- 
ces are a broken Spirit. And Paul, after his, 
calls himſelf the Chief of Sinners. Whoſoever 
ſo repents, becomes the Righteouſneſs of GoD in 
CRI r Jxsus, through Faith in his atoning. 
Blood. That David was bleſſed with this Faith, 
as well as with that Repentance, is evident in not 
a few of his P/alms, where he bewails his Sins. 
and prophefies of CHriIsT in very plain and 
ſtrong Terms, particularly in the 2d, 16th, 22d, 
and the 45th P/alm, which it will be eaſy for the 
Reader to conſult. This great Event, David 


could not, of himſelf, foreſee a Thouſand Years 


before, and therefore Common Senſe muſt per- 
ceive, that his Predictions were the Effect of 
Divine Inſpiration, and a probable Proof, that he 
was not unacceptable to Goo. => 
During the long Reign of his Son and Succeſ- 
ſor Solomon, we have no Reaſon to think, the 1 
raelites departed from the Worſhip of the true 
Gop, until Sclomon himſelf, who had been the 


| wiſeſt of Men, was ſeduced by his Pride (for: 


who ſo fond of Pomp and Splendor) and by a 


Love of Pleaſure, into Idolatry, in other Words, 


into 


— 
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into the loweſt Degree of Folly, to ſay nothing 
of his Wiekedneſs, fo as to be found on his Knees 
adoring a Stick or Stone. If his Father could 
be guilty of Adultery and Murder, and he of ſuch 
crying -Stupidity and Wickedneſs, the Common 


Senſe of us all muſt rouſe us to Humility, Fear, 


and Watchfulneſs. Let us therefore watch and 
pray, leſt we enter into Temptation, for, if we 
once enter, none but Gop can tell, how Crea- 
tures ſo much worſe than David, and ſo much 
inferior in Wiſdom to Solomon, {hall eſcape from 
Snares, already laid by the Enemy of our Souls 
in our fleſhly Luſts, in our Pride, our Slavery to 
Pleaſure, and our enfeebled Underſtandings. 
Quickly after the Death of Solomon, the King- 
dom was divided into two, Fudah, and Benjamin 
continuing ſubject to his Son, and the other ten 
Tribes revolting to Jeroboam. This bad Man, 
to prevent his People from going to worſhip God 
in the Temple at Feruſalem, ſtill in the Poſſeſ- 
fion of Rehoboam, the Son of Solomon, and by 
that Means reconciling themſelves to the Family 
of David, ſet up two golden Calves at Dan 
and Bethel, to the Worſhip of which he ſoon 
brought the far greater Number of his ill-dif- 
. poſed Subjects. But ſuch as would not ſubmit 
to this Sort of Idolatry, nor forſake their Gop, 
fled in Crouds from his Dominions to thoſe of 
Rehoboam, whereby the Kingdom of Judah was 
greatly ſtrengthened. | oY 
From this Time to the Captivity, firſt of the 
ten Tribes under Shalmoneſer King of Aria, 
"and again, of Judab and Benjamin under Nebu- 
chadnezzar King of Babylon, the Kingdom of 1/- 
rael, an inconſiderable Number excepted, ſunk 
ſtill deeper and deeper into Idolatry, and Wick- 
edneſs of every 
ſo corrupted, did little better than compliment 


their 


Kind; while that of Judah, not 
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their Kings with their Faith, the 
true Gop, but not always in a proper Manner, 
under a good and religious King, and generally 
IS forſaking him under a King of an oppoſite Cha- 
I racer ; and, at length, became almoſt- wholly 
Idolaters. a 
During this Time of about three hundred and 
ſixty Years, the Lord was pleaſed to ſend a 
Number of Prophets into both theſe Kingdoms, 

who cried aloud againſt their Idolatry and other 
Sins, threatening them with Wrath and Venge- 
ance from the Hand of Gop, unleſs they return- 
ed to his Service and their Duty. Small was 

the Number of thoſe who liſtened, though fre- 
quent Miracles, Afflictions, and Deliverances, 
were added to give Force to the Warning, in 
Compariſon of the Deaf and Hardened. Among 
theſe Prophets ſome left nothing in Writing, but 
nine or ten did, and five or fix more, during the 
ſeventy Years of Captivity in Babylon, and after 
the Return of the Jews from thence to their own 
Country. Of theſe ſcarcely one is filent eoncern- 
ingth e Redeemer. With the Threatenings juſt 
mentioned, they ſeldom fail to refreſh the Faith, 
and comfort the Spirits of the few Believers and 
good Men, not yet eſtranged from Gon, and the 
true Religion, To theſe they promiſed both a 
. ſuffering and conquering Saviour in the ſame Per- 
ſon. Iſaiah eſpecially ſpeaks of him ſo often, 
and ſo clearly, particularly of his Sufferings and 
Death, Ch. 53. and of the End for which he 
was to ſuffer, that not one of the four Evangeliſts, 
who wrote the Life of CHRIST, after he left the 
World, is more expreſs, or ſpeaks of him with 
ſtronger Feelings. Danie! fixes the Time of 
his coming, in ſo much that Rabb: Nehemiah, a 
learned Few, who taught juſt fifty Years before 
the Birth of CHRIST, aſſured his Students, that 
CHRIST, 
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CHRIST, or the Mgs$s1an, which ſignifies the 
fame Thing, muſt certainly come at the End of 
thoſe Years. Nay, Zechariah, or Jeremiah (for 
it may be either) predicts the very Number of 
Silver Pieces, for which Cuklsr ſhould be ſold if 
by the Traitor. One ſhall ſay unto him, the Sate- i 
HERD, or CHRIST, what are theſe Mounds in 
thine Hands ! Then be fhall anſwer, theſe, with 
which I was wounded in the Houſe of my Friends, 
ſhewing the Print or Scars of them again to his 
Diſciples after his Reſurrection. It would be 
endleſs to quote all the Prophecies in the Old 
Teſtament, which ſpeak of, and foretell the Birth, 
the Life, the Preachings, the Sufferings, the 
Miracles, the Divinity of our great Redeemer, 
Of theſe Prophets not a few died Martyrs to 
. CHRIST before he was born, and are ſo called 
by St. Stephen, who, ſpeaking to the Unbeliev- 
ing Fetus, faith, As, 7. Ye ftiff-neched and uncir- 
eumciſed in Heart and Ears, ye do always reſiſt the 
" Holy Ghoſt ; as your Fathers did, ſo de ye. Which 
of the Prophets have not your Fathers perſecuted ? 
and they have flain them which ſhewed befare of the 
coming of the Juſt One, of whom ye have been now 
the Betrayers and Murderers, It would alſo be 
needleſs in this Work, which, if it ſhall not pre- 
vail on you to ſearch the Scriptures for ſuch in- 
eſtimable Jewels, comes to nothing, and muſt 
prove, that I am not appealing to Men of Com- 
mon Senſe. Two or three Obſervations how» 
ever, made here, may not be uſeleſs to a rational 
Man, who hath favoured me, or rather himſelf, 
with his Company and Attention, ſo far, 
In the firſt Place, theſe Prophecies, as pre- 
ſerved pure and uncorrupted by the n which 
they all affirm, at the ſame Time that they bear 
ſo full a Teſtimony for our bleſſed Saviour, bear 
equal Witneſs to the Blindneſs and G 7 | 
: thole 
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thoſe Fews in rejecting him and his Religion. In 
this they ſhew themſelves to be but the ſame ſtu- 
pid and backiliding People hey were in the Days 
of their Judges, and latter Kings; and yet, in 
ſpight of themſelves, become the Inſtruments 
of Providence to teſtify, in the Character of 
Enemies to our Religion, the Truth and Divinity 
of that Religion. | 
In the next Place, as many of the Prophecies 
foretell the Sufferings of CHRIS H, and not fewer 
his Triumphs, the Fezvs, fixing their ambitious 
Eyes on the latter only, expected to be made 
Lords of this World by the Meſſiab, and there- 
fore, as they beheld him only in his Poverty, and 
heard him declare, his Kingdom was net of this 
IWrld, they treated his Miracles, and Doctrines, 
as their Fore-fathers did thoſe of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and his Perſon, with Contempt. Yet, 
after all his Sufferings, and his Death at laſt, he 
did triumph firſt over them in the Deſtruction 
of their Nation, and over his other Enemies 
and Perſecutors, as we have fince ſeen. The 
knew not how to conceive the Poſſibility of the 
loweſt Humility and Diſtreſs with the nobleſt 
Victories, and the higheſt Glory, concurring in 
one and the ſame Meſſiab, and therefore took it 
into their Heads, without the ſmalleſt Degree of 
prophetical Authority for ſo doing, that two 
Meſſiahs, one a Suffering, and another a Con- 
quering Meſſiab, were to be expected. They had 
no Notion, that the fame Meſſiah might ſuffer 
in a bodily or worldly Senſe, and triumph in a 
ſpiritual, or at different Times. Much leſs did 
they imagine, that his very Sufferings and Death, 
could be the Triumph predicted, which in Rea- 
lity they were, for by his Death he overcame Death, 
and deſtroyed him that had the Power of Death, and 
having deſtroyed Principalities and Powers, he _ 
a Shew 
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a Shew of them openly, triumphing over them. You 
will probably be ſurpriſed when | te!l you, that, 
to this Day, the Fews allow, he wrought the 
Miracles, recorded by his Evangeliſts, bur fly. to 
the old miſerable Shift of their obſtinate Forefa- 
thers, who ſaw them wrought, but faid, he 
wrought them by the Power of the Devil, al- 
though in ſo doing they complimented the Devil 
with the Attributes of infinite Goodneſs and 
Power ; for who of leſs Goodneſs would do and 
ſuffer ſo much to eſtabliſh a Scheme of univerſal 8 
Piety and Virtue ? Or who of leſs Power could 
raiſe the Dead, and raiſe himſelf to Life after 
he had been dead ? 

In the third Place, of all Nations, it is very 
remarkable, that the /-aelites, or the Fes, were 
moſt frequently carried into Captivity, Their 
repeated Revolts from Gop were thus puniſhed 
by his Providence for this Realon, I firmly be- 
lieve, becauſe, when or wherever they were thus 
carried by their Conquerors, they ſoon repented 
of their Wickedneſs in departing from the Ser- 
vice of their Gop, ſoon talked to their Maſters 
of the Wonders their God had wrought for 
them, and of their innumerable Revolts, as the 
Cauſes of their Subjection and Miſery, This 
and their almoſt unhoped for Recovery of their 
Liberty and Country, could hardly fail to ſpread 
ſome Ae of the true Gop, and ſome 
Expectation of a Redeemer, among the neigh- 
bouring Nations, with whom they had to do. In 
the Old Teſtament we now and then hear them 
twitted with this Revolt, by their Enemies, and 
an Expectation founded thereon of a People 
eaſily ſubdued, under the Circumſtance of Infi- 
delity to their Gop. Under the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, in particular, God ſo favoured them by 
the Wiſdom given to Daniel, and by the Miracles 

wrought 
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wrought for him, and for the three Zewi/h Chil- 
dren, as they are called, that their Liberty and 
Return to their Country were decreed by Cyrus 
and Artaxerxes. Theſe Things could hardly 
have happened without leaving ſome Impreſſion _ 
on the Minds of their late Maſters in Favour of 
that Gop, who could do ſo much in Preference to 
their own Gods, who could do juſt nothing at all 
and probably in Favour of the Redeemer, ex- 
pected, and poſſibly mentioned by Daniel, who, 
while at Babylon, had by a particular Revelation 
been made acquainted with the Time of his com- 
ing, connected with, and to be computed from a 
certain future Event in their Hiſtory. 

In the fourth Place, not leſs remarkable is the 
Hiſtory of this ſingular People, deſcended from 
Abraham, in regard to the great Empires, with 
which they had to do. Ambition -and Conqueſt 
raiſed the ¶Mrian, the Babylonian, the Perſian, 
the Macedonian, and Roman Empires to the abſo- 
lute Dominion of all the Countries, wherewith 
the Iſraelites or Fews had any Concern, and of 
far diſtant Countries, with which they had none, 
and of which they had not then the ſmalleſt 
Knowledge. - All this, I am convinced, and you, 
if you conſider it, will be convinced, was per- 
mitted and diſpoſed by the Providence of God to 
unite the Nations, hitherto ſeparated in, Cuſtoms 
and Language, that when his Son ſhould arrive 
in the Fulneſs of Time, his Religion might find 
a more open and eaſy Paſſage among Mankind, 
which it actually. did. Thus Shalmoneſer, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Lucullus, Pom- 

fey, and Ceſar, without knowing it, fought for 
CHRIST, and thus Iſaiab, after deſcribing the 
Sufferings of CHRISJ, foretold, that he ſhould 
divide the Spoil with the Strong. Can we now 
believe, that this unworthy deſpicable People, the 
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Jetus, do yet ſurvive all the great and powerful 
mpires under which thgy groaned, for no pro- 
vidential Purpoſe? Common Senſe cannot ſo 
much as ſuppoſe it. They ſtill breathe the ſame 
Fury againſt CyrIsT and his Religion, that poſ- 
ſeſſed them when they perſecuted both; but at 
the ſame Time, among all Mankind, there are 
none, who more effectually ſerve him, or pro- 
mote the Cauſe of his Religion. Since the Death 
of Jacob to this Hour, they have not been more 
diſtinguiſhed from other Nations by their Liv- 
ing apart from the reſt of Mankind, than by 
their irreligious Diſpoſition, When they cruci- 
fied the Son of Gon and Saviour of Men, they 
prayed, his Blood might fall upon their Heads, and 
the Heads of their Children; and hath it not, 
after a moſt frightful Deſtruction of their Tem- 
ple, City, and Nation, in «heir Diſperſion 
through all Nations, and a Captivity of more 
than ſeventeen - hundred Years, under Circum- 
ſtances of univerſal Contempt and Abhorrence ? 
_ Laſtly, if a Number of Men, intereſted in 
' ſome particular Affair, are got together, as in a 
Parliament or Council, they nay poſſibly agree 
on ſome Scheme for the 6 of that 
Affair, and it is as likely they will not. But 
howſoever this may be, Common Senſe muſt call 
it impoſſible for Men, living in Countries conſi- 
derably remote from each other, and at the Diſ- 
tance in Point of Time, of more than three 
thouſand Years, to combine for the Promotion 
of any one Expedient in acting or writing; eſpe- 
cially till, if not a few of them, had they been 
acquainted with'that Expedient, muſt have done 
all they could to defeat it. It may here be ob- 
jected, that Men, acquainted with it, and wiſh- 
ing well to its Proſperity, might have ſucceſſively 


endeayoured to promote it. True, but not, if 


they 
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were ignorant both of it, and its End; 
much leſs, it they were Enemies to that End. 
Such exactly hath beeen the Caſe of the 
Means and Expedients, made Uſe of to bring 
about our happy Redemption. Theſe Means 
were ſet. on Foot immediately after the Fall, by a 
Promiſe to the firſt Man in Words of double In- 
terpretation, that his Seducer might not ſee into 
their Purport. It was worded in general Terms 
alſo, when renewed to Abraham, and Moſes. It 
from this Dawn, it roſe to ſtill clearer and clearer 
Lights in David, and onward to Malachi through 
all the Prophets, the Death of the Redeemer, 
and his victorious Succeſſes, were always ſo in- 
termixed as to leave enough for the Completion 
to clear up. Some' very few of the Hebrews, to 
whom theſe Prophecies were intruſted, ſaw - into 
the grand Deſign. The Devil and the reſt did 
not. That he did not, is, I think, intelligible 
from the Confeſſion of ſuch evil Spirits as 
CnRIsT diſpoſſeſſed, whom he would not ſuf- 
fer to proceed in that Confeſſion, leſt it ſhould 
diſcredit his Miſhon, and from the Change of 
the Devils Meaſures, who failing in this his At- 
tempt, ſtil! made Uſe of by the Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, had Recourſe to Perſecution and Murder, 
wherein he was zided by Judas, Caiphas, Bi- 
late, Jews, and Romans, all ignorantly acting 
on Motives of infernal Malice, but at- the ſame 
Time promoting the great Atonement. Behold 
how good and bad Men, Friends, Enemies, and 
Devils, were all employed in offering up the 
great Hacrifice and Atonement for the Sins of 
Mankind, What then produced the Uniformity 
of this myſterious Work, ſo long purſued, and 
by ſo many different Actors ? It muſt; have been 
one Mind, and that infinitely the wiſeſt and beſt 
of all Minds. Ent 
In this Chain of References to Meſes and the 
C Pro- 


1 
Prophets I have, with due Humility, followed 
the Example of CHRIST, who, in his Walk to 
Emmaus, expounded to two of his Diſciples, be- 
giuning at Moſes and all the Prophets, in all the 
Scriptures, then in being, the Things concerning 
himſelf. In doing this, I truſt, I have not de- 
parted from his Method, when I fo often en- 
deavoured to turn your Eyes on the neighbour- 
ing Nations, wherewith the Iſraelites were con- 
"cerned, ſince, to me at leaſt, it was impoſſible 
to render the Prophecies, and hiſtorical Tranſ- 
actions, recorded in thoſe Scriptures; intelligible 
to you, without pointing to you the Light of 
Divine Revelation, reflected, though dimly, 
from thoſe adjacent Nations, as that of à Candle 
from the Walls of a Room, in which it is pla- 
ced. Jo this End, I but repeat the very Words 
of Cuntisr, when 1 ſay to you, Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal Life, and 
they are they which teflify of me. It hath been my 
Endeavour to ſhew you, what you may fee with 
vour own Eyes, that the Scriptures of the Old 
Leſtament did continually, for near four thou- 
ſand Years, bear Teſtimony to him, and do ſtill 
in the moſt fullS®n1d ample Manner, as do now 
likewiſe thoſe of the New, - 
The 7ews, from their Return out of Babyle- 
nia to their own Country, never departed from 
the Worſhip of the true God, nor his Law, but 
ſo far from the latter only, as their learned Men 
and Rabbis taught them to delpiſe « the Spirit of 
that Law, and to prefer the Interpfetations and 
Traditions of themſelves, thoſe Rabbis, to an in- 
finitely purer and better Law, whereof the Me- 
2ic was but the Shadow 
As all the Tranſactions, above referred to 
are contained in the IIoly Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament, and as it. will be neceſ- 
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 fary for me to refer you hereafter, for the 
reater Part of what I am to ſay, to thoſe of the 


Ne, we muſt give a little Time to eſtabliſh the 


Credit of thoſe Books as the real Word of Gor 
himſelf, Not that I have the ſmallet Diſtruſt 
of your Faith in theſe ſacred Books, as coming 
to you from the Fountain of Truth, and of every 
Word and Doctrine contained in them, as ne- 
ceſſary to your Virtue and Happineſs in both 
Worlds; but becauſe I would ſtil} further 
ſtrengthen that Faith in you, and enliven it to a 
ſtill warmer and cloſer Attention to the Means of 


' your own Salvation, contained in them. That 


cloſe Attention, that conſtant Peruſal, that ab- 
ſolute Submiſſion to. Gop, ſpeaking to you in 
theſe Books, which become you as Men of Com- 
mon Senſe, I am ſenſible is wanting in you, 
Somewhat elſe, I fear, is wanting, namely, the 
Armour of Gon, to defend you againſt the Aſ- 


ſaults of your ſpiritual Enemies, ever on the 


Watch to enfeeble your Faith, and throw you off 
your Guard. There only is that Armour to be 
found, that Shield of Faith, that Sword of the 
Spirit, without which ycu can never be ſafe 
againſt either your own natural Corruptions, or 


the cunning Deceivers, that lie n wait to deſtroy 


ou. x | 
As to the Old Teſtament, there might be ſome ' 
ſmall Appearance of Room to ſuſpect, that the 
* had forged the Books, which make up that 
Volume, if any Thing like a Reaſon or Deſizn 


for their ſo doing eould be fo much as gueſſed at; 
or if thoſe Books did not every where record 


their own Infamy before, Neh. 9. &c; and their 
own Cruelty and Blindneſs fince the coming of 
CHRIST. hat Witneſs is more credible, than 


he who knowingly bears Witneſs againſt himſelf ? 
Or ſuppoſing he does not know or believe, he 
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does this, is not his Teſtimony of great Weight, 
when the Truth is brought out of him by a croſs 
Examination, the Tendency of which he. does 
not ſee into, till it is too late to draw back? Tt 


is true, the later Jews, eight or nine hundred 
Years after CHRIST, have endeavoured to cor- 


rupt ſome Paſſages of the Old Teſtament in the 


original Hebrew, 'a Language then and now im- 
perfectly underſtood ; but have been ſhamefully 
expoſed by learned Chriſtians, rather better ac- 
quainted than themſelves with that Language, 
and by the ancient Tranſlations, one made 
72 Rabbss of their own, two hundred and ſe- 
venty Years before the Birth of Crr1sT, into 
Greek, and quoted almoſt always by CHRIST, 
and the Writers of the New Teſtament ; - and by 
others, about his Time, into that, and other 
Languages, as Chriſtianity ſpread itſelf among 
the Syrians, Arabians, and Romans, moſt of 
which we have at this Day. But after all the 
Fews did, or attempted to do, the Book ſtands 
ood, and vouches for CHRIST, and againſt his 
Enemies, in a Manner ſo convincing, that St. 
Peter urges its Prophecies of CHRIST as 
ſtronger Evidenges for him, tban even his Mi- 
racles, 2 Peter, 1, 19, an Argument applicable 
to the Jets only, but no way applicable, or of 
any Force, had it not been a given Point by 
Jerus as well as Chriſtians, that the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament were ſtill preſerved in 
their Purity, when it was uſed. It was certain- 
ly as much in the Power of Gop, and as wor- 
thy of his Providence, to preſerve theſe Scrip- 
tures in all neceſſary Purity, as it was to carry 
on, for three or four thouſand Years, the great 
Scheme of Redemption, whereof I have been 
endeavouring to make you ſenſible. And yer that 
- great and bleſſed Scheme muſt haye been miſera- 
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bly maimed and impaired, if the Scriptures had 


been ſo impaired, or totally loſt ; had they been, 


1 mean, loſt to all the Generations of Men that 


have followed, or ſhall follow the Writings of 


that Book, which alone contains a Record of the 


Scheme itſelf, and of all the important Facts 
and Inſtructions, employed in it, and conveyed 


by it. It would, I think, have been more re- 


concileable with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 


Gop to have ſuffered the whole World to pe-. 


riſn, than to have ſuffered the Means of our Re- 
demption, in the Loſs of theſe Prophecies, to 
have periſhed, Are not the Souls of Mankind 
of more Value in the Sight of Gop, than all 


the Reſt of a World, which he undoubtedly 


created for the mere temporary Accommodation 
of Men? As ſure as our Souls are intended for 
Eiecnity, this Reaſoning is juſt. All the Books we 


have, written by mere Men of the higheſt Talents 


among the Ancients are well preſerved ; and wh 
not the Book of Gop, compared with which, al 


other Books are trifling, and to a ſound Judg- 
ment, appear as inſignificant, as uſeleſs, and as 


fooliſh, as the Prattling of little Children? 
What hath been here. ſaid may and muſt be 
faid with double Force in Favour of the Scrip- 
tures contained in the New Teſtament, their 
Uſefulneſs, and Purity; as in them the Com- 
pletion of Divine Revelation, and of the Work 
of our Redemption, can be eaſily ſupported with 
much greater Strength, and ſo hkewiſe as to re- 
fle at the ſame Time, a very large Addition of 
Light on the Uncorruptedneſs of the Old Teſta- 


ment. There is indeed ſuch a Connexion be- 


tween them; that they muſt ſtand or fall t 
ther, as both together form the Book of Gop; 
they will ſtand in ſpight of Men and Devils, till 


the World and Time ſhall be no more. Theſe 
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Scriptures were drawn up and publiſhed by Men 
who proved their Inſpiration by the Miracles they 

wrought, and at a Time when Thouſands were 
alive to refute, or atteſt, the Tranſactions there- 
in related, and the Doctrines there ſaid to have 
been delivered, Eye or Ear Witneſſes to both. 
We have more than ſufficient Reaſon to be aſ- 
ſured, that none of theſe Thouſands made the 
leaſt Objection to the Truth of any Thing, fet 
forth in the Scriptures I am ſpeaking of, but on 
the contrary, were ready to die, and many of 
them did die, for that Truth. Now, it cannot 
be ſo much as ſuſpected, that Men of Common, 
Senſe ſhould fo vouch for, the Truth and Import- 
ance of. Writings, which nevertheleſs they were 
capable of corrupting, or of ſuffering others to 
corrupt, I ſay, ſuffering, becauſe they had it 
abſolutely in their Power to prevent or ſtifle every 
Attempt of that Kind, had it been made. They 
had the Originals, or carefully compared Copies, 
of thoſe Scriptures in their Hands, and had 
great Part of them by rote, inſomuch that had a 
new Copy been any where produced, with a ma- 
terial Error or Change, it muſt have been in- 
ſtantly expoſed, and the Copyiſt, on whoſe Care 
and Fidelity his Bread depended, muſt have ſuf- 

- fered in his Character and Buſineſs, We know, 
that before Printing was invented, Copying was 

a Trade, whereby many Thouſands earned their 
Livelihood, and that of their Families. The 
Originals of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles were 
preſerved for many Hundreds of Years, in their 
own Hand Writings, as the moſt- ſacred of all 
Truths, and when any Diſpute or Suſpicion 
arofe, as many did; about a Paſſage of ſome 
Conſequence in a Copy, Recourſe was immedi- 
ately had to theſe Originals, and tHe ſuſpected 
Paſſa e immediately confirmed, or. condemned 
| and 
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and corrected. That written Originals on Parch- 


ment could be kept a much longer Time than 1 


have mentioneg, is plain, for we have full a con- 


ſiderable Number, above a 'Lhouſand Vears old. 


As ſoon however as Chriſtianity ſpread, as it did 


in the very firſt Age after Cyr1sT,. among many 


Nations df different Languages, theſe Scriptures 


were cl oſely and faithfully. tranſlated into thoſe: 


Languages. And now. the corrupting. of thoſe 
\ Scriptures became ſtill more difficult, until, in 
Proceſs of Time, as Copies, and Tranſlations, 
and as Copies of Tranſlations, increaſed to an 
inconceivable Number, material Corruptions, hu- 
manly ſpeaking,. became impoſſible. I repeat the 
Word, material, becauſe ſmall Errors of the Pen, 
as no of the Preſs, were unavoidable,. involun- 
tary,. and wholly immaterial. 
could 1 be allowed the Expreſſion, did, in, a very 
high Degree; add to this Impoſſibility. In the. 
very Time of the Apoſtles ſeveral Hereſies and 
Schiſms aroſe in the Church, and increaſed down- 


ward through ſeveral Ages. But all theſe, as 
well as the Chriſtians of ſounder Principles, had 


conſtant Recourſe, by different Ways of inter- 


preting, to theſe very Scriptures, to ſupport their 
various Opinions, and were. warmly, nay, ſome- 

times furiouſly, enraged at each other. Now- 
was the Lime, when Corruptions, adding, or 


omitting, a Text might have ſerved the Purpoſe, 
of a Party; and Parties there were then, as there 
are now, whoſe Conſciences would have per- 
mitted them io practiſe any or all the three Sorts 
of Deceit mentioned. But Common Senſe. 
makes it evident, that none of them could paſs 
or. gain Credit... Nobody was. Fool enough to. 
corrupt, add, or omit, a Tèxt, which had no- 


thing to do with his particular Opinion; and had 
7 be 
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he been Fool enough to practiſe on a Text that 
had, every Original, every Tranſlation, every 
Copy but his own, muſt have expoſed and con- 
demned his Attempt, his Opinion, his Party; 
and all the Thouſands, who had charged their 
Memongrwith the Paſſage, a Paſſage too affect- 
ing the Faith or Morals of all Chriſtians, would 
have cried aloud againſt, not only the impious 
Corruptor. himſelf, but the Villainy of his whole 
Party, as unable to ſupport its Credit, but by Arts, 
fit only for the Father of Lies to employ. Such 
Tricks were therefore either never attempted, 'or 
were under an abſolute Impoſſibility of ſueceed- 
ing. Can we ſuppoſe, the Fathers, the Saints, 
the Martyrs, were always aſleep, and inattentive 
to the written Word of Gop, by which they 
lived, for which they died ? Or, even ſuppoſing 
this, is it poſſible to believe, that the Provi- 
dence of GoD, which neither ſlumbereth no? 
fleepeth, ſhould have ſlept over thoſe Books, 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, which it 
coſt ſo much to perfect; which contain all the 
Prophecies, Miracles, with the Hiſtory and Re- 
Fgion of his Son; which ſet forth to us albthat 
we are to believe or do in order to our Salvation; 
which every where prove themfelves, by their 

Holineſs and Excellence, and by their admirable 
Fitneſs to ſupply the moſt important Wants of 
Mankind, to be the Works of Gop himſelf ? 
Common Senſe muſt difclaitm a Belief like this, 
which hath proved too hard for the Swallow of 
Devils. Now, my dearly beloved in CHRIST 
Jz8vs, let us caſt Anchor here; let us ſtand faſt 
on the Rock of our Salvation; let us lay theſe 
heavenly Books before us, and to their plain in- 
fallible Teſt bring every Thing we think, ſpeak, 
or do. 8 
HFaving brought this important Subject, as 
near as I could, to your Apprehenſion (and near- 
er 
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er it need not be brought to that of the moſt 
learned) I may now * ont as Jſaiab did, Hear, 
O Heavens, aud give Kar, O Earth, for the Lord 
hath ſpoken. To that Voice which ſhakes the Hea- 
vent and the Earth, who will not liſten ? That 
Voice which hath gone aut into all Lands, and to 
the Ends of the Earth That Voice, which Day 
uttereth unto Day, and Night unto Night, in the 
natural World, every where carrying with it In- 
ſtruction, but raiſing itſelf in the Word of Gop 
to a ſtill louder and clearer Tone, and directing 
itſelf more immediately to your Underftanding 
and Wants? If you wiſh the Loxp ſhould 
hearken to your Voice, when you cry unto him, 
then hearken you to the Voice of his Word. If 
you do, his Glory and your Happineſs will be the 
infallible Effects. If you do not, he himſelf 
will ſay, I have nouriſhed and brought up Children, 
and they baue rebelled againſt me. You will fink 
yourſelves in his Sight to a lower Degree of Stu- 
pidity than that of the Beaſts that periſh, and he 
will ſay of you, The Ox knaweth his Owner and 
the Aſs his Mafler's Crib, but my People do not 

know, my People da not confider. | | 
Carefully obſerve now, that the whole Hiſtory 
of the World, fo far as it is worth your Reading, 
from the Fall of Man, down to the Accompliſn- 
ment of your Redemption in CHRIST IEsus, 
and of your Sanctification by the Holy Spirit, is 
nothing elſe, but the Hiſtory of Gop's providen- 
tial Dealings with Mankind, in order to this 
Accompliſhment, whereof the whole js laid be- 
fore you in the Book of Gop. If you atten- 
tively read this glorious Book along the Thread, 
wherewith I have ſupplied you, your Common 
Senſe will clearly perceive the Truth of every 
Particular in this my. Appeal to it. You will he 
moſt thoroughly r that this Book, in- 
5 ite 
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its Wiſdom, its Spirit, its Power, and in its 
Compaſſion for your Wants, is as much ſuperi- 
or to all other Books, as Gop is to Man. You 
will perceive therein collected for your Uſe all 
the delicious and wholeſome” Fruits of the firſt 
Four Thouſand and Fifty Years of the moral 
World. In this Book you hear Gop ſpeaking to 
you the Words of Eternal Life, you ſee him 
burſting through the Works of his own Crea- 
tion, and trampling on the very Laws of Natufe, 
as he ruſhes forth to ſave you. In this you hear 
him Propheſying, Preaching, Promiſing ; and 
in this you ſee him, as a Man, dying for you. 
This very Book is his laſt Will and Teſtament; 
whereby he bequeaths to you a Crown and King- 
dom, in Glory exceeding thoſe of Ten Thou- . 
ſand Worlds. It is true, your Title to this Le- 

ey is diſputed by three very artful and eloquent 
awyers, the Devil, the World, and the Fleth. 
But then in the Teſtament itſelf you clearly ſee 


on what Terms to found your Claim, and how 
to make it good at the Bar of Gon, in ſpight of 


all their Allegations, which you may eably re- 
fute by CHRIST your Advocate, if you can plead 
the expreſs Words of the Teſtament, and ſhew 
that your Title comes within their Meaning. 
Hold this Teſtament faſt to your Hearts, for it 


was purchaſed with the Blood of God, and con- 


tains your All, Trouble not yourſelves with the 


Cavils and Refinements of learned Men on the 


_— of Religion, or on the Meaning of any 


Paſſages in thefe ſacred Writings, All you want 
from it, is 2 plain. Only take Care that 


our Common Senſe alone is allowed to be your 
nterpteter. As to the Depth and Darkneſs of 
a few Paſſages, as Gop did not intend them for 
zou, the unlearned, leave them as ſo many 


ftumbling Blocks in the Way of Pride and the 
Devil, 
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Devil; to be mangled, and then quoted by them, 
againſt CHRIST and his Religion. If at any 
Time your Faith or Virtue ſhould, at all, ſtagger 
at their forced Interpretations, conſider whether 

they concern your Salvation; and if they do not, 
baniſh them with Conteinpt from your Ihoughts; 
but if. they do, fly. to Prayer, and the Book of 
Gob. Content yourſelves with the plain open 
Senſe. of ſuch Paſſages as you cannot miſtake, . 
and ſuch as direct you..in the ſafe Path of Life. 

Read, and. be happy. If you can but ſee, hear, 

or think, you mult be a Chriſtian, mult be. ſa- 
ved. That no more is neceſſary to your being a, 
Chriilian, will be evident. by your taking this 
Matter in another Light. All. ſober People right - 

ly take him for an errant Fool or Madman, Who 
denies there is a Gop,. or that the World was 
made by Wiſdom and Power, or by. any Thiag 

elſe than mere Chance. You muſt take him ta 
be equally mad, who denies, that Gop could 
ſweak to Man, or make it evident, th he ſpoke + 
to him. Nor is he leſs mad, who N Gon 
could not prove, he impowered an Anyel, or 

Man to ſpeak to us, although he had enabled 
that Angel or Man to work Miracles for our 
Conviction, that. is, to do ſuch Things as are 

impoſſible to be done, but by the Power of Gop. . 
And further, if any one is thoroughly convinced, 
that Gap hath ſpoken the Holy Scriptures to all 

Men, and fully proved, that he did ſo, by. re- 
peated Miracles accompanying the Delivery of 
thoſe Scriptures, , whoſoever, ſo convinced, does 
nat firmly believe thoſe Scriptpres, or does not 
underſtand them in their plain and open Senfe, . 
cannot, by any other Means ſo fully prave him- 

ſelf to be ſtark mad. Again, is he not unquel- 

tionably mad, who confelling that Gop made 
the World by Wiſdom,. Power, and Gaodaeſs, 

and 
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and placed Man at the Head of it; nevertheleſs, 
doubts, whether God always willed the Virtue 
and Happineſs of Man ; or did, at any Time, 
uſe ſuch; Means as were neceſſary, without forcing 
the Freedom of Man, to bring him back to Vir- 
tue, the only Way to human Happineſs ? Or can 
any Man, in his Senſes, if he reads or hears the 
Book of Gop read dy another, doubt, whether 
that Divine Book contains the moſt true -and 
powerful- Method of converting a Sinner and 
faving his Soul? It is not more ſure that there 
is a Gop, than it is that he is the Author of all 
Good, and the Preſerver of Order in all his 
Works, in ſo much that every Thing in this 
World proceeds as he hath appointed, excepting 
Man, the only free Agent here. Your Common 
Senſe cannot- help pronouncing him an outrage- 
ous Madman, who coupling a Lion and a Licn- 
eſs together, declares, they have as good 4 Chance 
to generate a Lamb, as any Thing elſe, You 
will not ſtop a Moment to ſay the fame Thing 
of another, who ſows his Field with 'Chiſtle-ſced, 
and tells you, it may as well chance to produce a 
Crop of Wheat, as of Thiſtles. And can you 
ſuppoſe it leſs reaſonable that Gop ſhould care 
for Man, than for Brutes or Plants? If he pre- 
ſerves Order in the lower Parts of his Creation, 
ſhall he not preſerve, or reftore, it, in the high- 
er! God hath fo ordered the Nature of Man, 
that he is at Liberty io be good, or wicked. If 
then in Conſequence of this Liberty Man ſhould 
become wicked and miſerable, is it not reaſona- 
ble to believe, that his gracious Maker ſhduld, 
in Mercy, uſe the proper Means of his Retrieval? 
Your Common Senſe ſtrongly maintains, it is; 
and nothing but downright Madneſs can doubt 
of it. Now nothing hath ever been known to 
Mankind, which can at all effect this Retrieval, 
| but the Contents of Gop's Book, I therefore 
| ſay 
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ſay again, read, meditate, be virtuous. Read 
and be happy. [f you fay you have Common 
Senſe, do not put it in the Power of reaſonable 
Beings to fay with Truth, that you are mad. 
This Appeal requires nothing of you, but to 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves from the Inhabitants of 
Bedlam. If any one of you were to be publicly 
hanged for ſome great Crime, unleſs he ſhould 
read, or hear another read, the King's Reprieve, 
mult he not have totally loſt his Senfes, in caſe he 
ſhould refuſe to do either? In the Book of Gov 
he ſends you a moſt gracious Reprieve, from the 
moſt ſhameful and miſerable of all Deaths, from 
Eternal Death; and will you neither read nor 
hear it read? The ' Scriptures are able toma ke 
you wiſe unto Salvation, What then muſt be ſaid 
of your Underſtanding, if you neglect ſo great Sal- 
vation? To Common Senſe in the Reader of 
theſe Divine Writings, and to that alone, I mean 
hereafter ſolely to appeal. | 
But whereas you can read them only in a Fran- 
flation from the Greek, .the Language wherein 
they were originally written (for Car1sT himſelf 
and the Holy Ghoſt have given the full Force of 
Originality to the Greet Tranſlation of the Old 
Teſtament) or into a Franſk@ion into your 
Language, it is requiſite I ſhould ſay ſomewhat 
to you on thoſe T'ranſlations before I proceed fur- 
ther with that Appeal. The Holy Scriptures 
were intended chiefly for your Uſe, in eve 
Country, and throughout all Ages of the World, 
if in the Seed of Abraham all Nations of the Earth 
"were intended to be bleſſed. T ranaflations therefore 
of theſe Divine Writings, wherein that Bleſſing 
in CHRiIsT, the Seed of Abraham, and in his 
holy Religion, is offered to you, were intended 
to be made into all vulgar Languages; and that 
they might be ſafely made without any Loſs of 
Senſe and Power, they were originally written 
s in 
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in Terms of the greateſt Simplicity and Plainneſs, 
ſo as that the Senſe can be every where preſerved, 
in all its Beauty and Force, by putting Word for 
Word in every living or vulgar L-nguage.. Ac- 
cordingly, all the Tranſlations of theſe ſacred Books 
have been ſcrupulouſly turned after this Manner, 
for the Benefit of every Chriſtian Country; ex- 
cepting one only among many Latin Tranſlati- 
ons, wherein the Tranſlator hath aimed at Ele- 
gance, and hath therefore been univerſally con- 
demned, even by thoſe of his own Communion, 
The other Tranſlations have been made by Men 
of reputed 12 and Learning. Be this however 
as it may, no Man, who ſet himſelf to this Work, 
durſt do more than poorly nibble, here and there, 
at Interpretations favourable to his own Sect. 
The Fear of Gop prevented his taking many Li- 
berties, which he wiſhed to take, His Dread of 
Cenſure from all the learned World, in cafe he 
ſhould have ſhewu a conſiderable Degree of Par- 
tiality, kept him till within cloſer Bounds, and. 
the good Gop, ever watchful for the Truth of 
his own Word, and the Faith and Salvation of his 
own People, ſtood over him, and in ſome De- 
gree guided or reſtrained his Pen as he judged 
fitting. Here every Thing I have juſt now ſaid 
in regard to Purity in the Copies of Holy Writ, 
is almoſt as applicable in regard to its Tranſlati- 
ons, ſo applicable indeed, that nothing, wherein 
Faith or Virtue is materially concerned, is kept 
out of Sight in any T 28.4 BA ; and that the 
ſound Chriſtian is able fuily to refute the moſt 
artful Heretic or Schiſmatic by what he calls his 
own Bible, that is, by the Tranſlation in Uſe 
among his own Party. It is true, that all Tran- 
lations are the Works of Men only, and perhaps 
none of them wholly free from Faults ; yet there 
is not omitted in any one of them a ſingle Truth, 
- neceſſary to the Salvation of the Reader, nor a ſingle 
5 Fallacy - 
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Fallacy inſerted that can endanger the Soul of him, 
who compares the ſuſpected Paſſage with other 
Places even of the ſame Tranſlation. If there- 
fore you read only to be ſaved (and I know not 
for what other Purpoſe you or I ſhould read) you 
may moſt ſafely confide in that which Gop, in 
his infinite Goodneſs, hath bleſſed you with in 
your Mother Tongue. I ſpeak this as my Judg- 
ment in the Preſence of Gop, and humbly think, 

I may ſafely go fo far. | 
It is now Time, having Gop's Word in our 
Hands, to draw ſomewhat nearer to the great Re- 
deemer, CHRIST JEsus. In the great Number 
of Prophecies concerning CHRIST, delivered 
through Jſaiab, that which foretels the Coming 
and Ghz of John Baptiſt is very remarkable. 
Ch. 49. Ver. 3, 4, 5. Here it is foretold, that 
on our Saviour's Arrival in this World, and 
ſome hat earlief than his Entrance on his Prieſt- 
ly Function, the Voice of one ſhall be heard, 
crying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of 
the Lokp, make flraight in the Deſert @ High 
May for our GoD. Every Valley ſhall be exalted, 
and every Mountain and Hill all be made low, 
and the crooked ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough 
fhall be made plain, and the Glory of the Lok b 
ſhall be revealed. Purſuant to this Prophecy, an 
Angel, Luke 1. ſaid to Zacharias the Father of 
John, Thy Wife Elizabeth fhall bear thee a San 
— who ſball turn many of the Children of Iſrael to 
the LokD their GoD, and he ſhall go before the 
Loxp Gop in the Spirit of Eliag—to make ready 
a People prepared for the Loxd. This John, be- 
ing atked by the Prieſts and Levites, who he was, 
anſwered, I am the Voice of one crying in the Mil- 
. derneſs, male flraight the May of the Lorn, as 
faid the Prophet —_ Fobn 1. Such was the 
mortitied Life and Sanctity of this Man, thas the 


Jews 
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Fews crowded to him from Jeruſalem, and all. 
arts of Judea, confeſſing their Sins to him, and 
receiving Baptiſm from him in the River Jerdan. 
To them he preached Repentance, and, to the 
Phariſees and Sadducees he ſaid, Yg Generation of 
Vipers, who hath warned you to flee fron tht Wrath 
to come © To our bleſſed Saviour he bore repeated 
Witneſs, as to CRRIS r, or the promiſed Mgss1Aan, 
ſaying, Behold the Lamb of GoD who taketh away 
Sin, the Latchet of whoſe Shoes I am not worthy to 
floop down and unlosſe. The high Reputation of 
this holy Man, his Application of the Prophecies 
to JEsus, his ſevere Reproofs to the haughty 
Rabbis or learned of that Time, and his loud 
Call to Repentance, were admirably fitted to 
humble the Pride of the Doctors, and raiſe the 
Spirit of Common Senſe among the lower Sort 
of People, which //azah figuratively expreſſes by 
ſinking the Mountains, and exalting the V allies; 
and by theſe Means contributed to level the Way 
for CHRIST and his Religion throughout the 
World. Too high; or too low an Opinion of, 
our own Underſtandings, in regard to any Branch 
of Knowledge, eſpecially the religious, are great 
 Hindrances to the Attaintment of it. Vanity 
perſuades us to. think we know, when we know 
nothing; and too great Diffidence in our own 
Capacities is apt to fink us into a Deſpair of 
knowing ſuch Things as we might otherwiſe eaſi- 
ly become Maſters of. The former begets Infi- 
delity; and the latter, Ignorance aꝶd Superſtition, 
while it makes us liable to be impoſed upon by 
others. | | 
Now, dearly beloved, taking the Word of Gop 
for your Guide, draw near to CHRIST himſelf, 
But before you can do this to the good Purpoſe 
intended, your Common. Senſe muſt convince 
you, that you ought to know. yourſelves, and to 
"ud | : know 
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know him you are going to for Inſtruction and 
Direction, that you may the better judge of your 
own Wants, and his Power to fupply them. In 
order here to avoid Miſtakes, and form a compe- 
tent Jugment of both, I ſay again, let us fer out 
with a few preparatory Enquiries, and draw 
ſomewhat cloſer to theſe two moſt neceſſary Ar- 
ticles of Knowledge. Were it your Wiſh to 
learn ſome Trade, or how to caſt up an Account 
in Figures, you muſt firſt_be ſenſible, that you 
know neither of theſe Arts, and that the- Perſon 
you apply to for the Knowledge of either, is him- 
ſelf ſufficiently acquainted with that Knowledge 
you ſtand in need of. You cannot come to 
CHRIST without at leaſt beginning to humble 
—.— with ſome Senſe of your Ignorance and 
ileneſs; cannot come to ſo lowly a Maſter, to 
the World's Eye in fo abject a Rank of Life; if 
you are ſtill wiſe in your own Conceit, you can 
have nothing to do with him, nor will he have 
any Thing to ſay to you. Again, you cannot come 
to CHRIST, if you are not, in ſome Degree, tired 
of the diſappointing Luſts of the Fleth, as well | 
as mortified in regard to the Pride of Life. Theſe 
two, Pride and Luft, are the leading Sins of Man- 
kind. Pride cannot be kept up, nor the Luſt of 
Pleaſure ſupplied, without Wealth. Wealth, 
ſufficient for the Cravings of theſe inſatiable 
Maſters, is not to be had, but by Avarice, nor 
Avarice to be glutted, but Fe ppreſſion and 


| 


Fraud, by Cruelty, Iniquity, Perjury of the moſt 
horrible Kinds and Degrees. If you come to 
CnxisrT, at all ſenſible of theſe Things, he will 
throw ſuch Light upon your Underſtandings and 
Hearts, as to raife an utter Abhorrence of them, 
and an ardent Love of his Croſs in Preference to 
them ; and great indeed muſt- that Light be, 
which can ſhine in upon Minds, confiderably 
clouded by either or both theſe Cauſes of utter 

Darkneſs. 
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Darkneſs, Theſe two, Pride and Luſt are the 
mortal Diſorders, under which you ought to 
groan, and whereof no Phyſician, but Chriſt, 
can cure you. He himſelf appeals to that Com- 
mon Senſe he gave you, when he ſent you into 
Being, or rather to that little Share of it, which 
Pride and Luft have left you, in theſe Words, 
He that hath Ears to hear, let him hear; Go» and 
tell Fohn, what you do hear and ſee, appealing to 
his Doctrines and- Miracles ; hy yourſelves. 

Judge ye not -what is right £ The whole Manner 
and Form of CHRIST's Religion is an Appeal to 
Common Sen, whereof he knows you poſſeſs 
ſo little, that he only ca!ls upon you to hear that 
wt may grow wiſe ; to ſee, that you may be- 
ieve; to judge in Matters moſt plain and eaſy, 
that you may know how to be ſaved from. Sin and- 

_ Miſery, and attain to everlaſting Happineſs. The 
Moment you begin to think of yourſelves as he: 
does, and find yourſelves Foels,. you enter the 
Road to Wiſdom, If you can but hear, ſee, 
and prefer Good to Evil, and Heaven to Hell; 
you mult be his Diſciples. -Pride and Luft, the- 

two Teachers of. Unbelief, - that Mother and: 

| Nurſe of Wickedneſs, employ all their Arts and 
Deluſions to make. you think, you want no reliy 
gious Teacher, either Gop, or Man. Whether 
you do or. not, you can never ſolidly. judge, til 
ou know ſomewhat of, yourſelves, and of 
HR1IST. To aid you in $099 was that Judg- 
ment, this Appeal.is. made. Are you deaf? Are 
you blind? Have you not even a ſmall Degree of 
that Senſe, for Gop, for Religion, for your Soul, 
which you poſſeſs in ſo large a*Meaſure for your 

Body and for your worldly Affairs? Now, as to 

the Knowledge of yourſelves, give me leave to 

aſk you, do you not find, you are both vain and 
ignorant Creatures, vain of your own Under- 
ſtandings, 
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Aandings, and ignorant, in this Inſtance, of the 
Thing to be underſtood ? Do you yet know, 
whether you are going upward through religious 
Knou ledge to Happineſs, or blindly downward, 
through Wickedneſs to Miſery ? Do you know 
how great is the Strength of your corrupt Af- 
fections an] Paſſions, of your inveterate Habits, 
and of the Power, which the Things of this 
World have over thoſe Aﬀections, Paſſions and 
Habits ? Have you keenly conſidered, what is the 
Puniſhment of Sin, and what the Reward of 
Righteouſneſs ; or how Sin may be ſubdued in 
you, and how Righteouſneſs may be obtained ? 

o you know and conſider, that you have not a 
Moment to live, umlefs the Diſpoſer of Life and 
Death thall pleaſe to afford it you, and that, whe- 
ther he will or not, he hath never told you? Do 
you rightly conſider, what your Condition to 
all Eternity ſhall be, in caſe he ſhould now 
remove you from this World ? Are you able, of 
yourſelves, to believe, repent, and reform the 
Corruptions of your Nature, fo as that the All- 
ſeeing Gop may behold in you a new and holy 
Creature? If you cannot fatisfy yourſelves by your 
Anſwers tothe Queſtions of this Self-examination, 
what does Common Senſe tell you, muſt be done? 
Conſult it fairly with both Underſtanding and 


Heart, and you Will hear it crying aloud, Renounce 


yourſelves, Humble yourſelves, abhor the fleſh» 
ly Pleaſures that have polluted, and the worldly 

iews that have miſled your weak and improvi- 
dent Nature, to the grievous Offence of Gop, 
and mortal Gratification of his and your own 
Enemy. In doing this, in thus humbling, af- 
fliaing, and rouſing yourſelves, fly to CHRIST. 
You are now a fit Diſciple for this beſt- of all 
Maſters, -whoſe Service is perfect Freedom ind 


Happineſs. But firſt know who he is, that is to 
an redeem 
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redeem you, and who. that Holy Spirit is, who 
is to create, you anew, and fanQity you to a true 
and faithful Service of GoD, and which is the 
ſame 'Thing, to your own eternal Salvation, A 
moſt careful Compariſon of Gop's Goodneſs 
with your own. Unworthineſs and Wickedneſs, 
purſued by deep Meditations on both, often re- 
r and long continued, and ſtill ſet Face to 

ace in your Hearts, is the only Road to true 
Repentance, and to a warm and laſting Love of 
Gop. If you can by this Method (and it is in- 
deed the only true one) find the Way to a tho- 
rough Diſtruſt of yourſelves, with a lively and 
laſting Love of Go, the great Work of his 
Glory in your Salvation will be happily accom- 
pliſned. The good Being never did, never will, 
deſtroy an humble Soul that loves him. A 
Things, whether Health or Sickneſs, Riches or 
Poverty, Life or Death, work together for Go 
to him that loves Gop. Let this noble Purſuit call 
in your Common Senſe, guided by Chriſtian 
Faith, and aided by the Holy Spirit, from a trifling 
and enſnaring World, to this one great Thing 
needful. If the Hunters after worldly Pomp, or 
fleſhly Pleaſure, wherein they ſhew their Sort 
of Wiſdom, ſhould call you Fools, enjoy the 
Sneer, and know, that their M iſdom is Fooliſbne ſi 
with Gop; and your Folly, as they call it, t 
only Wiſdom in his Sight, who alone perfectly 
knows what true Wiſdom is. CHRISH is come 
to teach you the Knowledge of himſelf and his 
Religion by his laſt Will and Teſtament. 
Know then, that this Maſter is, not only your 
Redeemer, but your GoD and Maker, John 1. 
1, 2, 3- that he is Gop over all, bleſſed for ever, 
Rom. g. 5. and that the Holy Ghoſt z5 Gov, 
the eternal Spirit, Heb. 9. 14. that Gop, who 
dwelling in you, makes you, I Cor. 3. 36. and even 

| * your 
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ur Body, 1 Cor. 6. 19. his Temple. Now, there 
8 only God, Exod. — Thou ſhult have 
no other Gods before me (in my Sight) Tſaiab, 45. 
5. Tam tbe LORD, and there is none elſe, n» GOD 
beſides me. To us (Chriſtians) there is but one 
OD, 1. Cor. 8.6. who is the Father, who is the 
Son, and who is the Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe 
Name we are baptized. There are no Sentences 
in the World more eaſily underftood, than theſe, 
wherein the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity is con- 
tained, Your Common Senſe is perfectly well 
acquainted with their Meaning, and cannot but 
fee the Proof of each in the Word of Gop; 
and as you neither can, nor are required to be- 
lieve any Thing, but ſo far as you underſtand it, 
ſo your Common Senſe forbids you to look, or 
attempt to look farther into this or any other, 
knowable Truth, than you are enabled by the 
Faculties Gop hath given you. The higheſt An- 
Is of Light cannot account for the myſterious 
Part of this Doctrine; nor can you, for any one 
Thing in yourſelf, or in the World around you; 
cannot at all tell how you bend your Finger or 
roll your Eye. Hence you may learn to think 
with a due ee of Lowlineſs concerning your 
Underſtanding. If your ſhort Line of Under- 
ſtanding cannot dive into Things, ſo very fami- 
har, and ſeemingly ſo ſhallow, how ſhall it fa- 
thom the Incomprehenfible, or riſe up to reach 
the Infinite? CHRIST ſays, before Abraham Toas, 
Tam. Jobn 8. 58. Jand my Father are one Be- 
ing, for ſo it is in the Original. 5 10. 30. 
He that hath ſeen me hath 7 the Father. Jobn 
14.9. I am the Firſt and the Laſt. Rev. 1. 11. 
Common Senſe tells you that he who ſays theſe 
Things of himſelf, muſt be either the one only 
Gop, or a moſt —_— Impoſtor. Here is no 
Medium. The Holy Ghoſt, Hab. 9. 14. _—_ 
"rl himſs] 
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himſelf the eternal Spirit, for it is he who 
ſpeaks every where througliout the Scriptures, and 
we know, there is no Being eternal, but the one 
only Gop. It is he that ſays, he makes your Body 
his Temple, 1 Cor. 6. 19. and you know that 0 
thing but the indwelling of Gop can make a 
Temple. He himſelf tells you, that al/ theſe Scrip- 
tures are given by Inſpiration of GOD, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
and you know that the Holy Ghoſt is the Inſpirer, 
nay that it was by him, that CHRIS TH himſelf 
wrought all his Miracles. Matt. 12. 28. This 
2 rit ſearcheth all Things, yea the deep Things of 
70D. For what Man knoweth the Things of a 
Man, fave the Spirit of Man which is in him ? 
Even ſo the Things of GoD knoweth no Man, but 
the Spirit of GOD. 1 Cor. 2. 10, 11. He is our 
Guide into all Truth, our Guide to CHRIST, who 
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, John 16, 
13. John 14.6. We have our Chriſtian Faith 
by this Spirit, 1 Cor. 12. 9. that Faith without. 
which it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gow, Heb. 2. 11, 
through which we are ſaved by Grace, Eph. 2. 
8. It is impoſſible Common Senſe ſhould believe, 
that theſe Things, and many others to the ſame 
Purpoſe and Effect, ſhould have been ſaid to us 
by ChRIsr and the Holy Ghoſt, without iatend- 
ing, that we thould conſider ourſelves as redeem- 
ed, ſanctified, and ſaved by them, which neither 
of them could ever poſſibly have done for us 
without being the true and only God, nor have 
ſaid the did, if he did not, without being a groſs 
| Deceiver, What greater Curſe is conceivable, 
than being without Redemption and Salvation ? 
And did Gop give us Being, and any Thing leſs 
than Gop, redeem or ſave us? No, Gop alone 
could do either; and therefore to Gop alone our 
Gratitude and Love are due. It is Gop alone, 


into whoſe Name we are baptized. It is Gov ons 
| | | ho 
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ho created us, Gop alone who redeems us, 
Gop alone who deſtroys in us the old ſinful Man, 
and converts us into new and holy Creatures. 
Were it poſſible for any but Gon, which it cer- 
tainly is not, to do any one of theſe Things for 
us, the jealous Gop, who giveth not his Glory 
to another, Iſa. 42. 8. would never have ſuffered 
himſelf to be robbed of it by another, much leſs 
have aided the Robber in attempting it, with his 
own peculiar Powers, demonſtrated in ſo many 
Prophecies and Miracles. I repeat and ſubmit it 
to Common Senſe, whether there is any middle 
Way, whether you muſt not wholly reject the, 
.Scriptures, or firmly believe in the ever bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity? The Doctrine of the Tri- 
-nity, ſo far as it is revealed to us, or we are 
bound to believe in it, is ſo far from containing in 
it any Thing abſurd or contradictory, fo far from 
tbeing unintelligible in itſelf, that there is no one 
Thing, ever conceived by Mankind, more eafil 

apprehended, or underſtood, Nay, we have 
Reaſon to believe, it had never been revealed to 
us as an Article of Faith, but to explain to us 
ſomewhat, which without it, we ſhould never 
have been able to reconcile to our Thoughts; and 
yet ſomewhat neceſſary to be cleared up to us, 
namely, how Juſtice and Mercy, both infinite in 
Gon, could have, at once, taken place in the 
Redemption and Sanctification of Mankind, by 
the Concurrence of 'the different Offices to both. 
It ſhould be enough for you to ſee, that the Scrip- 
«tures, that is the Word of Gop, do plainly and 
abundantly ſet forth the Doctrine itſelf to you. 
If Common Senſe tells you any Thing, it muſt 
be this, that you ought to receive this Doctrine 
on Gop's Word as a great and neceſſary Truth. 
As to wreſting the Scriptures to any other Senſe 
han the plain and common one wherein I have 
ms quoted 
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quoted them, it will be leſs impious to throw 
them wholly aſide. Theſe Scriptures are our 
fafe and only Guide in every Article of Faith, 
and every Rule of Practice. By them we are to 
grove all Thingt in-regard to Religion, to our 

opes, Fears, and whole Government of our 
Lives; by them we are t9-bold faſt that which is 
right, for by them alone we can know what is 
right in a religious Senſe. By them our Heads 
are to be directed; by them our Hearts are 
to be rouſed, alarmed, and warmed with the 
Love of Gop, and the Hatred of Sin. All the 
_ Hiſtory of the World, for the firſt four thou- 
ſand Years, is of little or no Significance, but 
as it carries our Eyes to CHRIS r, and introduces, 
as it proves to us, the glorious Book of Gop, 
filled with providential Interpoſitions, Judgments, 
Deliverances, Prophecies, Miracles, all pointing 
to the Creator, Redeemer, Comforter, and in 
them to the eternal Life of its attentive, its 
humble, and mortified Reader. As ſuch, let 
-us now read, mark and learn, who he is, and 
what he came to do for us. In this it is your 
Buſineſs, and muſt be mine, to be as brief, as 
the infinitely important Matter will permit. 

Brief however as | have been, omitting wo 
Things which Imight have helped you to recolle 
and attend to, all contributing to the Conviction 
aimed at, it may be of Uſe to lay the Matter (il! 
cloſer in your Minds, that the united Parti- 
eulars may ſtrike with the greater Force. Fix your 

Eyes now on the Son of Gap, ſent forth to 
create the World; immediately after the Fall of 
Man into Corrnption and Sin, engaging with his 
Father to redeem them from both, and from the 
Sentence of Death eternal, pronounced on'them 
for both. Behold him from the Beginning, 
teaching you to pray to, and hope in wm your 
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appearing to Jeſbua, and crowning him with Vie- 


1 

Loxp Od and Savious. , Behold him making 
an Example, to all following Generations, of the 
whole human Race, except eight Perſons, for 
their Diſobedience and Wickedneſs, in a dread- - 
ful Flood of Waters, having in vain warned them 

by bis Spirit in Nogh of their approaching Ruin. 
Behold him not long after, for the ſame wiſe 
Purpoſe, executing Vengeance on the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah for their unnatural Luſts. 
See him, at the ſame Time, in the everlaſting 
Prieſthood of Melchiſederk, perſonally preaching 
Righteouſneſs to the World; and, for the exem- 
plary Faith and Obedience of Abrabam, pro- 
mifing,” as one of his -Poſterity, to become the 
Bleſſing of all Nations. See him appearing to 
Jacob, and renewing the ſame Promiſe to this 
Father of his choſen 8 See him appearing 

to Miſes, leading him and that People by a Chain 

of moſt aftoniſhing Miracles through the Sen 
and! the Wilderneſs, declaring himſelf to be the, 
one only Gop, giving the Law, and promiſing” 

o come, in due Time, as a Prophet and Lawgi- 
ver, to teach and govern Mankind, See him 


tory over the Canaanites. Yow learn from the Hiſ- 
tory of the Mraelites, given us by themſelves, 
that, of all Men, they were the laſt to take any 
Thing on Truft, too ſtubborn to be governed by 
Reaſon, the Sight of their Eyes, or the Fear, of 
Gb; and that in CugisT's dealings with them, 
and theirs with him, their Revolts, Captivities, - 
Diſperſions among other Nations, there was 
ſomewhat ſo uncommon and fo aſtoniſhing; as to 
raiſe the Attention of Mankind to them, beyond 
any Thing in the Accounts of any other People. 
under Heaven. The Eyes of the World were 
turned upon them; and their Expectation of the 
Meſſiah, by innumerable 3 , in 
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: their Books, too antient, and too faithfully pre- 
—rferved, not to raiſe the Veneration of every ra- 
tional Reader . ab 
And now, my beloved Brethren, you will-per- 
.ceive ſomewhat more wiſe and wonderful than 
have hitherto ever apprehended. Had our blefſed 
Redeemer furniſhed us with no Prophecies of 
himſelf or his Tranſactions, before he came into 
the World, one of the ſtrongeſt, if not the very 
 Ntrongeſt, Arguments for the Divinity of him 1 
his Religion had been wanting. And if his Pro- 
phecies had foretold nothing concerning him, but 
ſuch Matters as were within the natural Courſe 
of Things, and of human Power to perform, the 
Infidel Scoffer would have had a Right to laugh at 
Predictions, which any Man deſcended of David, 
at the Time and Place foretold, might have 
performed, and ſo taken upon him the Character 
af a Meſſiah. To prevent this, the Prophecies 
he himſelf delivered, or by his Spirit. which is the 
ſame Thing) taught his Prophets to deliver, 
were, in a great Meaſure, impoſſible to be per- 
Formed by a leſs Power, than that of Gon, and 
many of them, to all human Apprehenſion, ſs 
directly contrary to one another, that had every 
one of them been eaſy in itſelf, they could never 
poſſibly have been performed together. To 
make them credible however before the Events, 
they were proved to be given by Go himſelf, 
and were ſupported as his Oracles with.the Mira- 
cles wrought by his Prophets. You ſee he marks 
out by the Prophet Micaß the Place of his 
Birth as a Man; and the Time of his coming, 
acting and ſuffering among us by Jacob and 
Daniel, inſomuch that the Jets univerſally ex- 
pected him at that very Time, and accordingly 
ſet up at that Time, and ſoon after, ſeveral pre- 
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tended Meffiabs ; nay, and their chief Prieſts and 
Scribes declared, he muſt be born at Betkiebem, 
the Place of his Nativity pointed to by Micab. 
You ſee in J/atah, he foretels bis Birth of a 
Virgin, an abſolute Impoſſibility in the Nature 
of Things. You ſee he foretels, by the ſame 
Prophet, his working Miracles, that is, healing 
all Manner of Diſeaſes, giving Sight to the Blind, 
raiſing the Dead to Life, and by David his raiſ- 
ing bimſelf to Life without ſeeing Corruption, all of 
them naturally utter _ ibilities. Again, you 
ſee him predicting ſuch Things of himſelf as 
were abſolutely inconſiſtent with one another, 
ſetting himſelf forth as he mighty God, the Loxn 
Hit, the holy One of Ijrael, and yet as a Man of 

arrows, and acquainted with Grief. You ſee 
him ſaying, let unto me, and be ſaved all the Endi 
4 the Earth, for I am God, and there is none elſs. 
am the Firſt and the Laſt, and befide me there is 
4 God, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before ms. 
Yet ſtill Ve is a Man of Sorrows, and the promiſed 
Seed of the Woman, He afſures you by Micah, 
that bis gai or oe have been of old, namely to 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Mies, nay, fron 
everlaſting; and that he is the Jehovah, the Lord 
aur Righteouſneſs. Vet (till, according to his Pre- 
diction, he became a Man, was found in Faſhion 
.as a Man, and in the Form of a Servant. You hear 
him declaring, that he ſhall be the outcaff of Men, 
and yet the Deſire of Nations; that heſhall be deſpifed, 
and yet adored; that he ſhall he put to Death in Company 
with Criminals, and yet ſball divide the Spoil with 
the Strong ; ſo that you may hear him faying, [ 
will declare the Decree the Lord hath ſaid unto me, 
thou art my Somthis Day have I begotten thee. At 
me, and I will give thee the Heathen for thine [n= 
eritance, and the utterms/t Parts of the Earth 
thy Poſſeſſion. Thou ſhalt break them with a Rod e 
tron; thou ſhalt daſh them in Piece; like a Potter's 
D 2 Veil, 
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Veſſel. And now, for the full Conviction of your 
Reaſon, and to ſet your Faith like a ſtrong 
Mountain, behold all theſe Impoſſibilities accom- 
pliſhed, all theſe Contradictions and Contrarie- 
ties reconciled, in CHRIS JESUS your Redeemer. 
 Cnrisy then, the eternal Gop, by whom, and 
for whom, all Things were made, that are in Heaven, 

and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities, or 
Powers, who was before all Things, and by whom all 
Tings conſiſt, Col. 1. 16, 17. moved by infinite 
Pity for us, came down from the Throne of 
Glory, and from the Halelujahs of the heavenly 

Hoſt, and took on him the Form of a Servant, 
Phil. 2. 7. that is, the Soul and Body of Man; 
became a Teacher to us, who /at in Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death, Job. 3. 3. and became obe- 
dient unto Death, even the ſhameful and moſt mi- 
ſerable Death of the Croſs, for us deſpicable 
Wretches, He did not appear among us as a 

great earthly King. No, he came as the Son of 

a poor Virgin, and in the Eyes of ignorant and 

haughty Men, as the reputed Son of a Carpenter, 

was born in a Stable, and cradled in a Manger. 

Neither was there any Beauty in his Face or Perſon 
that we ſbauld defire him Iſa. 53. 2. for he was to 

teach Women, as well as Men. All outward 
worldly Shew and Pomp, which he utterly deſpi- 
ſed, all carnal Pleaſure which he abhorred, he 
came to teach us to deſpiſe and abhor; knowing, 
and teaching us to know, that Pride and the Love 

of Pleaſure were the original Fountains of all our 

Corruption and Miſery, If therefore, moſt 

dearly beloved in the Lord Car1sT, you are not 
already-aſhamed of your Pride, and tired of your 
vain and unſatisfactory Pleaſures, you cannot 
come to the humble Gop of your Salvation to be 


$avght, for as his Diſciples, you mult be carried 
| forward 
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forward to more than that Shame, and that Dif- 
guſt, you muſt even die to Sin, and to thoſe Sins 
of Pride and fleſhly Pleaſure, more eſpecially, 
For you CHRIST deſcended from all the Glories 
of Heaven, and denied himſelf thoſe Rivers of 
Pleaſure which flow from the Right-hand of his 
Father. You are required to come down only 
from that poor Inch of Height, to which you 
may be raiſed above your ragged Neighbour, and 
to diſreliſh the Pleaſures of a Swine. But that 
you may thus fully humble yourſelves, and mor-. 
tify the Deeds of your fleſhly and corrupted Na- 
ture, CHRIST and his holy Spirit will enable you, 
for they come, not only to guide you as blind, 
but to help you as weak Creatures. They wil 
lead you in the Way to Life eternal, and lend you 
their almighty Arms to lean on. Nuaman, 
one of the proudeſt Men in the World, came ta 
the mean Habyation of Eliſba, to be healed of 
his Leproſy, was healed; and from an haughty 
Idelater, became an humble Worſhipper of the 
true God. Will you, already knowing ſome- 
what of CHRIST, the true Gop, do leſs for the 
Leproſy of your Souls, than he did for that of 
his Body? Or is bodily Health better worth ſeek- 
ing for, than ſpiritual? Of Common Senſe I 
aſk theſe Queſtions. Happily for you, your Por- 
tion in this World is not ſuch as may greatly pam- 
per the two horrible Vices of Luſt and Pride in 
you, or tempt you to a Forgetſulneſs of that bet- 
ter World, and more blefled Life, wherein the 
great Go and SAviouR invites you to a Partici- 
ation at his appearing. What are you if your 
Fnainy can blind you to this glorious Proſpect | by 
the Pleaſure of a Dram, or the Pride of a ne- 
_ Coat of Frize ? | 
The Office of CHRISH was two-fold, to reform 
and to atone; firit, to reform you from Sin as far 
D 3 as 
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as was poſſible, without laying an abſofute Force 
on your Will, and then by his Death to atone. 
for fuch Sins as. you had committed before 
your Converſion, but repented fincerely of ; and 
even to ſatisfy the Juſtice of his Father for ſuch 
Sins, as through mere human Infirmity, and the 
Violence of your Temptations, you might be 
uilty of after that Converſion, in caſe of a deep 
— i of them on your Part, But it is 
only by a firm Faith in the Mercy of Gop the 
Father, in the Merits of God the Son, and in 
the Aid of Gop the Comforter, that you can as + 
for the Benefit of that Atonement. Faith is the 
Spring of Repentance, and of ſuch good Mori: 
as are meet for Repentance. It is therefore moſt 
true, that as the good Chriſtian 7s kept by the 
Power of God, throwgh Faith to Salvation, 1 Pet, 
1. 5. it is his Buſineſs not lo look at Things that 
are ſeen in this worthleſs World, but at the. much 
better Things of a future Life, which are not {een 1 
2 Cor. 4. 18. which he can never do, if he hath 
not, with his whole Soul, received the Evidence 
4 Things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1. namely, of CurisT, 
is Miracles, his Death, his Reſurrection, and 
of a future judgment, with an Heaven or Hell, 
to follow it. In this Place I earneſtly call on 
your Common Senſe to conſider, that as the Im- 
putation of original Sin in the firſt Adam goes 
down to all his Poſterity by the Corruption of 
buman Nature, and its ERR, actual Sin; ſo 
the Imputation of original Righteouſneſs in 
CHnrisT, the ſecond Adam, and of his Atone- 
ment, muſt deſcend to all his Children through 
Faith and that Reformation of Nature, which he 
preaches, and its Effect, an Abſtinence from Sin, 
together with the Performance of good Works; 
for our Faith is not otherwiſe to be perfected or 
proved but by our N ori, James 2. 18, 22. Juſt fo 
, it 
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it is, that a good Tree is known by its Fruit. It 
is moſt true, that, if you ſhall confeſs with 
your Mouth the L:rt Jesvus, and ſhall believe ia 

ur Heart, that Gor hath ruiſed him from the 
Dead, ye fhall be ſaved: Faith is therefore the 
immediate Principle and Cauſe of Salvation in, 
and to the Believer ; but if it is not ſeconded in 
him by a good Life, it is dead, and only the ſame 
with the Faith of Devils, who are forced to be- 
lieve by irreſiſtible Evidence, but ſtill continue 
in their- former Wickedneſs,. and feel no other 
Effect of their involuntary Faith, bur: Trembling : 


end d 
Our blefſed Redeemer, as ſoon as he took on 
him his prieſtly Office, that is, about the thir- 
tieth Year of his Life, began to preach his Goſ- 
pe's in other Words, to publiſh the good Ti- 
ings of Salvation offered to all Men, and in 
order to it to call all Men te Repentance and news 
neſs of Life, with ſuch Wiſdom, Authority, 
and Power in ſpeaking, as was never heard from 
the Mouths: of Angels or Men. He taught 
us to know, . fo far as Man can know, the one 
only true Gop, who is the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and declared to us, that all who 
believe in this one only God, and are baptized ' 
into his Name, ſhall be ſaved; ä 
ball not believe, particularly in this Form of Bap- 
tiſm, Pg be damned. Math. 29. 19, Mark 16. 
16. He taught us to know Gop in his Attribute 
of Juſtice, ſatisfied for the repented Sins of Man- 
kind, by the Blood and Death of him our Saeri- 
fice; and in his Mercy, promiſed to us, if we 
believe and repent, for the ſake of that Sacrifice: 
In this we learn how Juſtice and Mercy, both in- 
finite, are reconciled, and both take place in 
Man, a Myſtery, unfathomable before, not _ 
„ 


to Man, but An elt. 1 Pet. 1, 10, 11, 12. 
3 brought 
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brought Lif and Immortality to light by Bis Goſpel, 
that is, into a full and clear Light, which had 
been ſeen, before he revealed i it, only in a Kind 
of Twilight, On this moſt important point of 
— he founded: our Expectation of a 
Judgment to paſs at the laſt Day on all the 
Thoughts, Words and Actions of Mankind, 
with an Heaven or Hell, immediately to ſucceed 
that Judgment. Of this Judgment, to be 
paſſed by himſelf {for the Father judgeth no 
Man, but hath committed all Judgment ta the 
Son, that all Men fhould _— the Sen, - even 
as they. honour the - Father. | Jabn, 522, 23-) 
be gives a full View, Matth. 25. 

As to the two great original Sins; the For cuntaing 
of all other Sins, Pride, and the Love of Phaſure, 
he preſcribes a total Mortification of both in com- 
manding us to ſhut out the World from our 
Thoughts, to deny ourſelves, and to take up our Croſs 
_ 4 him, both as to his Precepts and Exam- 

His Precept in regard to Pride is, that we 
ae be meek and low'y like him, His Example, as 
to Pride and Pleaſure, is amazingly ſtriking. All 
the Delights and Glories of Heaven belonged to 
him, yet he came into this miſerable World, 
into one of its loweſt Conditions, renounced its 
Pleafures, ſuffered Poverty, Contempt, and Per- 
ſecution, and the Death of a Slave, What Chtiſ- 
tian then can think of paſſing his Days in Pomp 
and Pleaſure? As to Pride, it hath been th f 
chief Cauſe of all the Quarrels between Man an 
Man, and of all the Wars between Nation and 
Nation, and therefore is not to be admitted into a 
Society of Peace and Love, ſuch as the Chriſti- 
an. The proud Man ſeldom believes what he 
hears, not always what he ſees. He muſt there- 
fore be a Stranger to Faith, How could he, in 


Heaven, bear the Shock of ſo many Beings above 


him Were it poſlble for Pride and Chriſtian 
Faith 


- 
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Faith to take place in the ſame Mind, they could 
not, for a momient ſubſiſt together. The one 
muſt quickly deſtroy the other. Self ſufſhciency, 
both as to Underſtanding and Merit, is always 
the ruling Principle of the Proud, In this, like 
the Devil from whom he bath his Pride, he ſets 
up for an Equality with God, Eve, at the Inſti- 
gation of the Devil, aimed at being as Gon-? 
And as to the Love of Pleaſure, the Fruit was 
fair to her Eye, and ſo ſhe eat it, though Gon- 
had forbidden it. Adam too ſo loved the Woman, 
and had ſuch Pleaſure with her, that he rebelled 
and eat. You ſee here how. Infidelity; or. Want 
of Faith in Gop, began. Their Diſbelief in- 
God, their Reliance on the Devil, rather than 
him, and their Appetite of Pleaſure, have ſo» 
gone down among, their Poſterity, as to produce: 
all Manner of Wickedneſs, and ſhut the Minds 
of moſt Men againſt that Faith, which preſeribes- 
Humility. and Self-denial. Hence it is, that 
we are ſo much more apt to be taken with the 
Things that are ſeen, than the Things that are not 
ſeen, and to be Lavers of Pleaſure more than Lowers: 
5 Gop, Not all our other corrupt Diiſpoſiti- 
ons fo harden our Hearts towards Gon and our» 
Neighbour, as Pride, and Self-preference, Ax 
Man, addicted to theſe two horrible Vices, would 
rather hear Gon blaſphemed, ant ſee his Neigh- 
bourrperiſh, than abate one tittle of the. Ho- 
nour he claims, or of the Pleaſure he doats on. 
Our bleſfed Saviour however ſaith-.to us, * 
halt love the Lord thy God, ith all thy Heart, thy . 
Mind, thy Strength ; * thy Nöte as 40% 
As to our Neighbour, whom we ſee every Day, 
if we love him, Gop, whom we have not _y 
wall take that Love, ſhewa to his Image, as 
ſhewn to himſelf. For this and many other Rea- 


ow: CHR1vT preſcribes not only Forgiveneſs of 
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Evil as a neceflary Duty, and going ſtill fartber 


requires that we ſhould love our Enemies ; and 
makes Love the diſtinguiſhing Character of his 


Diſciples, ſummoning up all the ten Command-. 


ments in Love to Gop and our Neighbour. Hig 


whole Religion indeed is Light and Love. He 
himſelf is. our Light, that great and glorious 
Light, which l;ghteneth every Man that cometh inte 
the World by that Reaſon, which as our Creator, 


he beſtowed on all Men; and when this Light 
had been almoſt blown out, he revives and enlar- 
ges it by that Revelation, which he amply com- 


municates to every Man, who cometh into his 


Church. That he too is Love, we know, for 


Gop it Love; and we know it by what it coſt 


him to redeem us. As through natural Corrup- 


tion and Sin there was Enmity between Gon and 


us, he not bearing to liot on Iniguity, nor Man 


bearing to abftain from it, CHRIST by his Croſs 
having flain that Enmity, on the Part of his Father, 


to ſlay it on ours, calls us by his Goſpel to 
Repentance and newneſs of Life; and to ſecure the 
Peace, made by the Blood of his Croſs, founds 
on that Blood a Covenant between his Father 


and every particular Chriſtian, entered into 
through him our only Mediator, when we are 


baptized.. In this molt folemn Covenant the. 
Father promiſeth to unite us to his Son, to take 
us out of this wicked World iato. his own F 2 


the Church, and, adopting us for his own Chi 


dren, to provide for us, as ſuch, an Inheritance 
of eternal Joy and Glory in Heaven; in Conſi- 
deration of which high and happy Privileges, tbe 
new Chriſtian ſolemnly vows to Gop a total 
Abhorrence of the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh, with all the Sins they tempt him to; 


a firm Faith and Truſt in Gop as the Spring of 


good 
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good Works, and an humble and dutiful Obedi- 
ence- to his Commandments, as the only Proof. 
we can give of our Gratitude and Love, We 
muſt, however conſider, that we cannot poſhbly | 
have this Faith, but ſo far as we underſtand ies 
Articles, nor pay this Obedience, but fo far as 
we, underſtand what Gop requires or forbids in 
each Commandment, Both will be very"eaſy tg 
bim, who in worldly Matters clearly under 
ſtands à much greater Number of 'Things, and 
much more difficult to be underſtood. - fy 
But whereas the Chriſtian, thus admitted to a2 
Covenant of Peace with his heavenly Father, is 
not able, of + himſelf, to renounce, beliere ane 
obey, as he hath vowed to do, the gracious Me- 
diator bath appointed a ſecond* Saerament, 
whereby the: poor frail Chriſtian, having fallen 
into a Breach of the Covenant, may by Faith » 
and u Repentance renew that Covenant, and + 
wherein he may receive Aſſiſtanee from the Holy - 
Spirit to keep his Part of it in a better Manner, 
during: the Remainder of his Life. This is the 
Supper of our Lox p, in which every faithful and. + 
panitent :Communicant receives the Food of 
everlaſting-Life, to nouriſh and ſupport his Soul | 
in all its Conflicts with the Enemies of Gop and 
its own Salvation. In this holy Ordinanee the 
Bread broken repreſents to the grateful Heart the 
Fleſh of Cunts r torn; and the Wine, his 
Blood poured out on the Croſs, for the Redemp- 
tian of all Men. To keep up the Knowledge of 
this Redemption, to preſerve the Scriptures pure 
and uneorrupted to'all Ages, to adminiſter both - 
Sacraments; and to enliven in the Minds of 
Mankind a right Senſe of the aforeſaid ineſtima- 
ble Benefits, CHR1$T hath united all his true and 
faithful Followers into one Society, or Church, 
whergof-he--himſelf is the Head and OY 
OM an 
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and Charity, er the Mind ef CHRIST, is the Seu, 
which gives Life to all the real Members of this 
holy and happy Body. This is the Church of the 
living Gop, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 
1 Tim, 3. 15. with which CHRIST hath promiſ- 
ed to be preſent.to the End of the World. To feed 
this Church as his Flock, with the pure Milk of 
the Word, and under him, to tend and govern it 
by his Mind. and Spirit, he hath perſortally, and 
by the Holy Ghoſt, appointed a Miniftry of Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, who mult, at the 
laſt Day, ſeverely account with him-for the Diſ- 
charge of their reſpective Offices; and 

Flock committed to each of them, for their At- 
tention or Inattention to. this his ſacred Ordi- 
nance. Mat. 10. 40. Luke 10. 16. The Abuſe 
of an Ordinance in the Men appointed to fulfil 
it, or the Contempt of it in ſuch as ought to be 
fubject. to it, eſpecially it it is an Ordinance of 
Gop, can neither annul it, or juſtify ſuch as pre- 
ſume to make a material Alteration in it. 

It would aſk more Time, our Lives indeed, 
to enlarge ſuthciently on the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of CHRIST in the Goſpel Diſpenſation. Our 
Underſtandings and Hearts ſhould widen them- 
ſelves to the uttermoſt to receive the Inſtructions, 
and feel the infinite Mercy, afforded therein -to 
Creatures, ſo every Way unworthy of them. 
This is indeed a very. ſhort and imperfect Ac- 
count of either the Light or Love he hath pour- 
ed upon us. But what Tongue of Angels can 
ſum up either? | : 4 

Let me, in a few Words, try to bring them 2 
little nearer to your Common Senſe and Hearts. 
You cannot help admiring his Goodneſs and 
Power in giving bodily Light to the Blind, and 
boglily Agility to the Lame. But was not yuur 
Soul ſo blind, that it could not ſee its Way to 

; 0 
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Gop and Happineſs ? Was not your Soul fo 
ame, that it could not walk in that Way, if it 
had ſeen it? And hatlrnot CHRIST, by his Gol- 
pel and Spirit, given your Soul Light to ſee that 


Way, and Strength to walk in it? Sure it is, at 


teaſt-he hath offered you both, and if you have 
not Commorr- Senſe enough moſt gratefully to 
embrace his Offer, you muſt even grope and 
mp on in a By-way of your own. Thus, and 


infinitely- - more abundantly-. than thus, bath . 


CunrisT imparted his Wiſdom to you. And that 
his Wiſdom might be acknowledged to be the 
very Wiſdom of Gop, and diſpenſed with ſuf- 
ficient Authority and Power, he fully proved his 
Miſſion from Gop by the Completion in him of 
all the Prophecies, and by ſuch gracious and aſto- 
niſhing Miracles, every where openly wrought 
by him; as carried Conviction with them to 
Common Seſe in every Mind; wherein total 
Blindneſs had not taken Place. Common Senſe 
faid aloud, none but the true CykrsT and Re- 
deemer could thus fulfil the Prophecies. Common 
Senſe in a Voice ſtill louder, if poſſible, cried out, 
none but Gop can do theſe Works, nor would 


Gop ever give this Power to any Being, but his 


own Meſſengers, nor for any, but the moſt ex- 
cellent Purpoſes. See, Reader, with Wonder 
and Gratitude, how the Laws of Nature yield 
to the Gop of Nature] how the Dumb ſpeak, the 
Lame dance, the Blind fee, the Sick are healed, 
the Dead - riſe, and Devils fly, at a ſingle Word 
of CHRIST! Behold him feeding Five Thouſand 
Men with five Barley Loaves and Two Fiſhes; 
and after they had eaten to their full Satisfaction, 
look at the Twelve Baſkets, filled with the Frag- 
ments of theſe little Loaves and Fiſhes ! See the 
GoD who made them, ſileneing the tempeſtuous 


Winds, and ſmoothing the raging Wayes, with a 


Word! 
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Word! Did he work theſe Wonders by Conni . 
vance, at ſet Times or Places? Or did not 
the Multitude flock to him by T houfands, here, 
there, or at any Time, with their diſeaſed Rela- 
tions or Neighbours ? or did they ever come in 
vain ? How good and great! All this Time he 
was one of the pooreſt among Mankind, and 


therefore held in the utmoſt Contempt by the 


great ones of the World, With ſuch his Wiſe 
dom paſſed for Madneſs, his Miracles, for. the 
Works of Belzebub, and bis Patience, Meekneſs; 


and Return of Benefits for Injuries, went all for 


nothing. Vet, inconſiderable, as they affected 


to think him, Kings, Prieſts, Councils, Gover: 


nors, did not think it beneath them 0 perſeoute . 


him with infernal Malice, to fuborn Witneſſes a- 


inſt him, to bribe one of his own Diſciples to 


** him, to acquit and condemn him to Death 
at-A 


rial, and aſter ſcourging him, and loading 


him with Spittle, to crown him with Thorns, 


and crucify him between two Thieves. Not ſatiſ- 


ſied with all this horrible Cruelty, they ſtood about 
his Croſs deriding his laſt Agonies, his only Re- 


turn to which was, Father, forgive, them, for they 


- 


know not what they do. They know not, that I, 


whom they thus murder, am zþy only begetien and - 


well beloved Son; know not that in this AQ ok 


Cruelty they are permitted by thee to become in- 


ſtrumental in the happy Work of Salvation to 
all Men. Thus in his Humiliation his Judgment 
2 taken away, Acts 8. 33. and thus he di 
Ou. | | i 8 TR 2 
| ou cannot help feeling a Degree of Affliction 
at this dreadful Recital. But know, that if you 
continue in Unbelief or Sin, you act this Tra- 
gedy over again. The Spirit of God tells you, 
Heb. 6. 6. You crucify CnnIsT ered, and pus 
him to open Shame again. Can you mah. a3 
; mn 
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think of doing this ? of doing this while you 
profeſs yourſelves his Diſciples ? Oh, no, my 
Brethren, leave this to his declared Enemies, the 
Infidels, the Pilates, the Caiaphaſes, the Fudaſes, 
of the preſent Times, of whom there are enough 
to do it; but do you u,, the LokD that bought 

with his Blaod, and be ready to ſacrifice to 
im your corrupt Affections, your Paſſions, your 
Pride, your Luſt of Pleaſure, your Lives, if the. 
Cauſe of him and his Religion requires it, as 
undoubtedly it does. Your own eternal Happi- 
neſs requires it too. Your Lives are not more 
precious than his, If you are Chriſtians, you. 
are dead to Pride, to Pleaſure, to this World; 


and your Lives are hid with Cyrisr in Gop. 


Col. 3. 3. But how can your Lives be ſafely hid 
in him, if you put him to Death, in whom your 
true and only Life is hid and laid up with Gop, 
as in a Treaſury ? If you murder him, you muſt 
at the ſame Time, murder yourſelves like 
Wretches, not leſs foolifh, than ungrateful. 


Our bleſſed Saviour had repeatedly foretold to 


Believers, and Unbelievers, the Death he died, 
and his Rifing the third Day after to complete 
Life. Aware of this, his Enemies took- N 
that he ſhould be molt certainly dead, before his 
Body was taken from the Croſs, whereof*they 
had undoubted Proof from one of their Soldiers, 
who, ſuſpecting even the apparent Signs of Death 
in his Body and Face, thruſt a Spear through his 
Side into his very Heart, and from the Wound 
there iſſued both Vater and Blood. The Bag there- 


fore about the Heart of every Animal, wherein is 
contained a certain Quantity of Water, was. 


pierced in the Body of CHRIS, infomuch that 
this muſt Fave killed him, had he been moſt per- 


fectly alive the Inftant before. From the Croſs 
his dead Body was carried and buried in. a new. 


Tomb, 
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Fomb, ſunk down in a Rock, and à very great 
Stone rolled over the Entrance. This not per- 
fectly. ſatisfying the ſuſpicious: Prieſts, they pre- 
Lvuailed with. the Governor I ilate to ſeal the Stone. 
to the Rock, and ſet a Guard of Soldiers round 
it, to prevent his Diſciples from ſtealing away? 
his Body. Theſe poor cowardly. Men, who had: 
all forſaken him, and one of them forſworn him in 
his Life-time, were not likely Perſons to attempt 
ſo deſperate a Theft for a Corp, of which they? 
could not have made the ſmalleſt Uſe. Yet not- 
withſtanding all theſe Precautions, and the utter 
Impaſſibility ſuppoſed to be in_the:laſft, that a: 
dead Man ſhould raiſe. himſelf. to Life, he was. 
really alive the third Day, ſhewed himſelf to ſome: 
Women, then to his Apoſtles, . and after to- 
Crowds of his other Diſciples. This he did fre- 
quently. for forty Days after his Reſurrection, to 
Men who knew him perfectly, and received every. 
poſſible Proof, their Senfes were capable of, that 
he was perfectly alive. After this, they ſaw him 
7 up bodily and viſibly into Heaven. The ſame 
en, lately ſo fearful of Death, thus fully ſatiſ- 
ſied as to the Reality of his Reſurrection, and a- 
nimated with ſupernatural Reſolution by the 
wonderful Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, 
went about every where, boldly preaching the Re- 
ſurrection of CHRIST, and patiently ſuffering all 
Manner of barbarous Cruelties, and Death it- 
ſelf, for the Reality and Truth of this aſtoniſhing, - 
but decifive Fact. In this Work, ſo contrary to 
all their worldly Peace, Safety, and Intereſts, . 
they were encouraged, not only by a Senſe of 
Duty, but the miraculous Powers conferred on 
them by the Holy Ghoſt, in preaching CnrisT 
to Jews and Gentiles, in Languages they had ne- 
ver learned, and, though unlearned Men, with-a 
Force of Conviction unknown to Mankind in the. 
Je | Mouths - 
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Mouths of the moſt eminent. Philoſophers and 
Orators; inſomuch, that, in one Day, they 
made about three thouſand Converts to CHRIST. 
All this now was, in the Minds of thoſe Con- 
verts, the Work of that Common Senſe in you 
all, which I am here appealing to, They heard, 
they faw, they judged, and they believed; for 
theſe Preachers, every where, and on every Oc- 
caſion, proved the Truth. of their Teſtimony and 
Doctrine by quoting the Prophecies, by working 
Miracles, not leſs convincing, than thoſe of their 
divine Maſter, and by giving up their Lives, not 
only with Patience, but for. for the ſaving 
Truths they uttered. As now you cannot ſerus 
two Maſters, eſpecially 'in the moſt implacable 
State of Oppoſition to each other, I appeal to 
your Common Senſe, whether you ſhould' join 
yourſelves to the Cauſe of CHRAIsT and his 
Apoſtles, or eſpouſe the Party of Judas, Caiphas, 
and Pilate ; the Party of Wickedneſs, Miſery, and 
the Devil. You muſt do one, or the other. In 
this caſe there is no ſtanding neuter, no Dodging 
between the two, no Compounding, between 
Gop and the Devil, for a Life of Pride and ſen- 
ſual Pleaſure, on the one Hand, and for an Eter- 
nity of ſpiritual Happineſs, on the other. If you 
are ſaved at all, it mu/t be by Grace that you are 
faved through Faith in CHRIST Jesus; neither is 
there Salvation in any other ; there is none 
other Name under Heaven given among Men, 
whereby we muſt be faved. As Chriſtians, you can 
neither conquer your natural Corruptions, nor 
W N Works pleafing in the Sight of Gop 
ut on the Strength of your Faith. Our Saviour 
gently reproved Thomas, who had ſeen all. his 
Miracles, and had wrought ſome himſelf, for 
_ doubting after hearing the Teſtimony of the good 


Women, and the other Apoſtles, concerning his | 


Reſurrection, 
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Reſurrection, until an Opportunity ſhould be. 
given of! trying the Fat by His own Senfes, not 
excepting his very Feeling. His gracious Maſter 
however on this Occaſion, ſhewing himfelf to 
Thomas as well as to the reſt, called upon lum to 
put his Finger into the Print of the Nailt in his 
Hands, and 0 put his Hand into the Found, mage. 
in his Side, that he might no! continue an Unheliever 
any longer. On this Thomas appears to have been: 
convinced by the Leſtimony of his Eyes, without 
that of his Feeling, and confeſſes CHRIS TH to be- 
his Lord and his Cd. That this Man was fully 
ſatisfied with the Reality of what he ſaw, with- 
out waiting for farther Caufe of Conviction, ape 
rs from the Words of CHRIST, which follow 
is Coufeſſion; Thomas, becauſe thiu haft ſeen: 
me, thou haſt believed ; bleſſed are they that have not 
ſeen, and yet haue lolicved. This Bleſſing was cer 
intended for you and me. We believe in 
the Reſurrection of our Lord, not merely on the 
Report of others who had ocular Proof of the 
Fact, but alſo on the Teſtimony of the Spirit, 
who had not deſcended upon Thomas before h 
Doubts, butis ever with us as an Inſpirer of 
Faith, for our Faith fandeth not in Man's Ni. 
dom, but in Demonſtration of. the Spirit and of 
Poser. 1 Cor. 2. 4, 5. e 
The Promiſe of Gop, and the Faith of a real 
Chriftian, are mutually and conditionally engag-- 
ed to each other in the baptiſmal Covenant. The 
Land of Promiſe, and the Land of Faith are 
either but one and the ſame Land, or if two, fo: 
cloſely conjoined, that Fromiſe and faith are Fed 
on the Frontiers by a- continual Exchange of 
Fruits. In all Sorts of Covenants and Traffic. 
with Men, on performing your Part, you truſt 
to them for the Performance of theirs ; and why 
not rather truſt in Gop, who will never fail You, 
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if om your Part you ate found faithful, than os 
Men not always true to themſelves, and ſtill leſs 
frequently to their Engagements with others ? 
It muſt be confeſſed, that neither you nor I, are 


able, of ourſelves, to perform our Part in this 


Covenant, particularly to believe as we have 


vowed to do. Our merciful Gop knows this, 


and therefore ſends us his Holy Spirit, that we 
may be enabled both to beheve and to da accorde 
ing to his goed Pleaſure, and ſuitably to the Expec- 
tations of infinite Goodneſs from Creatures ſo 
frail as we are. 

Which Spirit and Power are ſtill with us to 
all the neceſſary Purpoſes of Faith, Obedience, 
Gop's Glory, and our Salvation, but, not is 
working Miracles, or preaching a new Goſpel, 


or adding any thing to that which had been 


reached by CMRIsT himſelf, and by the Holy 

pirit, who till ſpeaks to us in the Scriptures ob 
the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. How theſe Witneſ- 
fes © Orany went on, after they had received 
the Holy Ghoſt, writing, and preaching CHRIST 
riſen from the Dead, with innumerable other ne- 
eeſſary Goſpel Doctrines, to Ferws and Gentiles, 
and every where confirming the ſame with Sig nt 
and Wonders how they rejoiced and gloried in 


ing theught worthy to ſuffer all Manner of Afflie 


tions and Miſeries for the Name of our Redeemer ;. 
and how they proſpered in making Converts to 
CxrIsT and bis boly Religion, ſometimes by 
Thoufands at once, you read in their As, writy 
ten by St. Luke, until Chr came with Power, 
given to a Roman Army, to execute Vengeance 
on the Fewiſb Nation, which they themſelves had 
prayed for, when they called aloud for his Blood 
before Pilate, who wicked as he was, declared 
he found no Fault in him, and was defirous to 
let him go. 
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© How ſoon, that is, in about thirty ſeven Years 
after this Tranſaction, the moſt aſtoniſhing by far 
ever known throughout the Univerſe, did theſe 
ewiſh Apoſtates from all their own. Prophets and 
xpectations, theſe infernal Murderers of God's 
only and beloved Son, according to his threat- 
ening Prophecy, Math. 24. 2. Luke 21. 6. taſte 


the bitter Fruits of his Vengeance in a total 


Ruin of their Temple, their City, and their 
whole Nation ? The particular Account of their 
Sufferings may be ſeen in Jeſephus, a learned 
E55 and no Chriſtian, who. was preſent in the 

oman Army, when this Vengeance was execut- 


ed. But you may ſee it in the Prophecy of Moſes, 


Deut. 28. almoſt as particularly, and more 
ſtrongly related 1450 Years before the dreadful 
Event. A. moſt hideous Havock had been made 
of the Jews, throughout their other Towns be- 
fore the Roman Army formed the Siege of Je- 


ruſalem; but as ſoon as they began to throw up 


Ramparts, &c. about it, all the Chriſtians then in 
the City, warned by the Signs, which CHRIST 


had given them, fled from it with the utmoſt. 


Haſte, Matth. 24. 17. and did not ſtop till they 
pon the River Jordan, by which Means they 


appily eſcaped the moſt ſevere Calamity that ever 
fell on Mankind, before or fince. When the 


Siege was fo perfectly formed, that no body could 
go in or out of the City, there were Men enough 
in it, and they of the moſt deſperate Reſolution, 
to have eaſily deſtroyed all the Romans. There 
was alſo ſo great a Plenty of Arms and Provi- 
fions in it, that the Defenders held their Beſie- 


gers in the utmoſt Contempt. (As the Roman 
Army approached, and for ſome. Time after it had 


arrived at Jeruſalem,) three numerous Parties of 
them fell to plundering and murdering one ano- 
ther with a Rage and Barbarity, never heard of 


among 
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among Nations, moſt furiouſly ſet on mutual De- 
ſtruction, while a very few appeared on the Walls 
for Defence of the reſt. As any of theſe Parties 
prevailed, which they all did by turns, they mur- 
dered as many of the reſt, as they could lay 
their Hands on, carried away their Proviſions, 
and hid them in the moſt ſecret Places they could 
find. The Effect of this was ſuch a Famine a- 
mong the Aged, the Women, and the Children, 
that the Mothers, in great Numbers, killed and 
devoured their own Infants. It would be -as te- 
dious, as it is ſhocking to dwell any further on 
the horrible Particulars, as Fee. hath done. 
But it is worth obſerving, that when the Romans 


had taken the City, they found a Quantity of 


Proviſions, concealed here and there, ſufficient to 
have ſupported all the Inhabitants for twice the 
Time of the Siege, ſome ſay for a whole Year 
longer than it laſted, The 3 General Titus, 
a Man of great Humanity, would have ſaved the 
Temple, but between- his exaſperated Soldiers, 
and the execrable Jett, it was burnt to the 
Ground. Of the Fews One Million and an 
Hundred Thouſand were put to the Sword, 
Ninety Seven Thouſand carried into Captivity, 
and it is thought, not a ſmaller Number periſhed, 
throughout the reſt of the Country ** their own 
Hands, and the Calamities of that War. 

From that Time to this, the Jews who eſcap- 
ed by Flight, or happened-then to be diſperſed in 
other Countries, have lived a yagabond Life, of- 


ten oppreſſed and maſſacred, and every where ab- 


horred, throughout the far greater Part of the 
World, not excepting thoſe Nations, who Rave 


never yet owned CHRIST for their Saviour. 


Some think, they are now more numerous than 
ever they were. This is probable ; but be it as 
it will, they bear Teſtimony every where „r. 
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Truth of thoſe Prophecies, which fix the Time 
and Place of CnhRxisr's Appearance in the World; 
which foretel his Miracles, his Death, and his 
Reſurrection. Theirs is that Sort of Teſtimony 
or Evidence, which among Mankind is efteemed 
the moſt convincing, as it is the Teftimony of 
implacable Enemies. As ſoon however as the 
Benefit of this Teſtimony ſhall have been, in the 
Eye of Providence, ſufficiently enjoyed by the 
Church of CuxIs r, and the Pulneſs 4 the Gen- 
tiles ſhall come in, this Blindneſs in Part, which 
hath fallen upon the Fews, will be removed, and 
they ſhall turn to CHRIST in ſuch a Manner as 
to greatly refreſh the Faith of that Generation, 
and'to draw in with them prodigious Multitudes 
of the ſtill unbelieving Gentiles, who will be con- 
vinced, that the Prophecies of the New Teſta- 
ment, concerning the Kingdom of CHRIST, in 
their ſurpriſing Completion, bear ſuch a Tefti- 
mony to the Truth of his Religion, as will ren- 
der that of the formerly unbelieving Jews no 
longer uſeful. | 

About Three Hundred Years after the Ruin of 

eruſalem and its Temple, the Roman Emperor 

ulian, formerly a Chriſtian, but then a Hea- 


then, and a bitter Enemy to CHRIST and his Re- 


ligion, -not ſo much to pleaſe the Fews, as to 
mortify the Chriſtians, and till more to defeat the 
ton of 7 of CHRIST, concerning the Deftruc- 


tion of Jeruſalem and the Temple, invited the 
ews, then grown ſomewhat wealthy, to come 
om all Parts of the Empire, and to rebuild 
their Temple, promiſing to aſſiſt them with his 
Treaſures and Artificers. They afſembled, and 
great Preparations of Materials, &c. were made 
on the Spot where the old Temple ſtood, But, 
as. ſoon as they began to clear the Ground, an 
Earthquake threw all again into Confuſion, 
This 
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This being thought a mere Accident, or the 


Effect only of a natural Cauſe, they renewed 
their Attempt, and opened the Foundation, 


when Fire burſt out from thence, flew many of 
the Workmen, and forced them entirely to 
aſide the Deſign. Some of the Fathers of that 
Age make mention of this extraordinary Miracle, 
but the Account of it here given, is taken from 
Ammionus Marcellinus, the Pagan Hiſtorian, a 
Flatterer of Julian, and, if I miſtake not, an 
Officer then in his Army, but certainly living 
and writing at that Time, This however did not 
make a Convert of Julian, nor of Afarcellinus, 
for aught we read in the Writings' of that Age, 
ſo hardened was the Pride and Self-ſufficiency of 
theſe two Infidels, of Pharach, and of 'Thouſands 
in every Age. 

Give me Leave to ſhut 5 hiſtorical Ac- 
count of Prophecies and Miracles with one, 
in each Kind, more aftoniſhing, and better 
known, than all I have bitherto mentioned or 
referred to. Our bleſſed Saviour ſaid, Jab 12. 
31, 32, 33. Now ts the Judgment of this World: 
Noto ſball the Prinze of this World be taft out; 
and I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw 
all Mn unto me. This be ſaid, fignifying what 
Death he ſhould die. That he was lifted up on 
the Croſs from the Earth, and there expired, 
is univerſally known; and that he drew Man- 
kind unto him, is as well known; but that he 
will draw the Reſidue of Men to him, we are 
ſufficiently afured by this and other Prophecies 
to the like Effect, and particularly by the mira- 
culous Manner, in which he drew the Roman 
Empire, and many other Nations ſo ſoon after 
his Death, notwithſtanding the "Offence of his 
Craſs. We are filled with Amazement, when 
we look at this Event with Eyes, accuſtomed 2 
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the. TranſaCtions of this World, 9 len 
only, and the natural Courſe of Things, feem 


to be concerned as Agents or Cauſes, . A few. 


poor Men, all unlearned, but two, undertake. to 
contend with the whole World, with Emperors, 
Kings, Philoſophers, Politicians, Armies, Devils, 
and to ſubdue them to the Obedience of their 
crucified Maſter, to the Adoration of this Maſter, 
to a Contempt of all their own Wiſdom, . Policy, 
Pao” and Gods, all hitherto by them equally 
idolized ; and by what Weapons ? preaching, 
ſuffering, dying. Not by theſe alone, -but the 
Holy Spirit, enabling them to out-reaſon the 
Philoſophers, to out- ſpeak the Orators, to con- 
quer the Armies, by a Courage ſuperior to theirs 


in facing every Calamity, every Terror, and by 


Death on Croſſes and in Flames, to lead captive 
the Oppreſſors and Tyrants, of this World. 
All this, I ſay, they undertook to do, and in 
this they ſucceeded, for Gop was with them, 
and by his divine and miraculous Power upheld 
them, You ſee, Brethren, þaw that not many wiſe 
Hen after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many 
noble are called, as you are. But Gop hath choſen 
the fooliſh Things of the World, to confound the wiſe; 
and Gon hath choſen the eat hin gs of the Morld, 
to confound the Things which-are- mighty ; ard baſe 
Things of the World, and Things.which are deſpy/ed, 
hath\GoD choſen, yea, and Things which art, not, 
to bring to nought Things that are, that, no Nlaſb 
ſbou'd glory in bi of & 4 


Preſence : but of bi are ye in 
CHRIST JESUS, % of Gon pat a 
Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sandlification, and 
Redemption, that according as it is written, he that 
glerieth, let him glory in the LORD. 1. Cor. 46 27. 


28, 29, 30, 31. It is true, the firſt Meſſengers 
of CRHRIsT preached a Religion, more rational, 
more lovely infinitely, than that which ther 

| 8 __ oppoſed ; 
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oppoſed; they preached the true Religion. But 
then they 3 againſt a Torrent of Pride and 
Love of Pleaſure, againſt inveterate Prejudices, 
and againſt a Rabble of Gods, who countenanced 
their Worſhippers in all theſe, in every Exceſs 
of Wickedneſs, of unnatural Lewdneſs, of un- 
natural Murders, even, as Acts of Worſnip and 
Devotion to theſe horrible Gods. It was in 
Defence of theſe, that the moſt pure and holy-- . 
Religion was purſued through Ten bloody Perſe- 
cutions for Three Hundred Years, till, at length, 

Mankind tired out with Murder, and leſs able to 

torture, than the Chriſtians to ſuffer, opened 

their Eyes to the Brightneſs of that Light, which 
had ſhone ſo long around them, to the Excellence 

C of a Faith, which inſpired a Sort of Heroiſm, 
infinitely ſuperior to that of their Alexanders and 
Caeſars, a Wiſdom far more excellent, than that 
of their Philoſophers and Politicians, and point- 
ed upward to a World, in compariſon of which, 
that ſought for by their Conquerors through _ 
Oceans of Blood, was but a deſpicable Lump o- 
Dirt, | | 

Here is a Miracle, wherein the Laws of Crea- 
tion and Nature are reverſed, and thoſe of human 
Corruption, Pride, Pleaſure, Power, Superſtition, 
Bigotry, Idolatry, and Prejudice, the moſt inve- 
terate, are overpowered ; not wrought in a-pri- 
vate Houſe, or in the Sight of Four or Five 
Thouſand Perſons, or before the two Nations of 
Egyptians and Jets; but before the whole World, 
and continued on through Three or Four Hun- 
dred Years, whereof the Sabbath, the Sacraments, 
the Seriptures, are ſtauding Monuments, and 
whereof every Chriſtian, and every Jeto, now 
on the Face of the Earth, are living Witneſſes ; + 

for how comes any Man, at this Day, to. be a 
Chriſtian, but in -conſequence of this Miracle? 

E Or 
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Or:who is a Few, but he, who, in the CharaQer 
of a bitter Enemy, atteſts the Purity and Antiqui- 
ty of thoſe Prophecies, which predict the coming 
of CRRIST, and ſtill, as an Enemy, is forced to 
2cknowledge, that the Man whom we call 
CHz1sT, did appear at the Time, and in the 
Place, which we aſſign for his Nativity, and that 
his Church and Religion did ſpread themſelves as 
above relate? | | ; 
It is Matter of Aſtoniſhment to the Unthink- 
ing, that, while all the abſurd Religions in the 
World, one only excepted, which made its Pro- 
greſs by the Sword, ſtole into the World by 
Fraud, and in the Dark, without Oppoſition, 
the Chriſtian Religion, breathing a Spirit fo 
- amiable, ſo divine, and ſupported with irreſiſti- 
ble proofs of _its Truth, ſhould have been treated 
with ſuch an obſtinate and long Continuance of 
Cruelty, exerciſed by the World on its innocent 
and inoffenſive Profeſſors. But he who thinks 
at all, muſt perceive, that . this was cauſed on 
the one Side, and permitted on the other by Pro- 
vidence, for the Conviction of Common Senſe 
in the following Ages, which my ſees, that 
our holy Religion is not of Man, but of Gop 
alone. Common Senſe ought alſo to reflect, 
that the Oppoſition to the Soul and Spirit of real 
Chriſtianity, is ſtill, even here, among its Pro- 
ſeſſors, carried on, though in another Guiſe, 
by Pride and Love of Pleaſure in all the Slaves of 
theſe Vices, from the Court down to the Kennel. 
How few among the great ones believe in 
CnrisT! How few among the loweſt Order of 
Men know any Thing of him ! How few in the 
middle Ranks of Life prefer him or his Reli— 
gion to the moſt trifling and uncertain Views of 
Profit, which may gratify their Pride or Love of 
. Pleaſure 1 How are Books, wiitten in Ry of 
| Chri- 
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Gop, who hath afforded all this Evidence, Nand 


maining Doubts, is filled with Gratitude and 
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Chriſtianity, and the Bible itſelf, laid aſide! 
How are thoſe publiſhed againſt it bought up and 
devoured ! What ſenſeleſs Arguments, and for 
lack of even ſuch, what ſtupid Jeſts in the 
Mouths of Drunkards and Scoffers, are every 
where repeated ! How the Devil, formerly ac- 
cuſtomed to employ-none but Men of Parts in 
his Service, now ventures out in Nonſenſe, and 
in the Mouths of Blockheads, as if by Way of 
Contempt for an Age, fo eafily fooled ! This 
Gauze of Converſation, conceitedly ſo called, 
hardly ſubſtantial enough to hamper a Fly, is 
ſpread in every Corner, too dark to expoſe its 
flimſy Texture to the Purblind, | 
Here: now hath. been laid before Common 
Senſe a Ten-fold greater Degree of Evidegee 
for our holy Religion, than is neceſſary to/ the 
Conviction of a rational Mind, The gricious 
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much more, not poſſible to be included in, fo 
ſhort a Treatiſe as this, knew how many Ohſta- 


cles to Faith ariſe from Paſſion and Prejudice in 


the corrupted Minds of Mankind ; and hath 
therefore diſpenſed a ſufficient Noon of Light to 
leave the Children of Darkneſs without a Shadow 
of Excuſe for their perverſe and obſtinate Infide- 
lity. - The Common Senſe of a fair Enquirer is 
ſatisfhed with far leſs, and, inſtead of any re- 


Love to him who affords him more than he wants 
of the moſt important and precious, of all Poſſeſ- 
ions he ſtands in need of, , 

Having brought this one Thing moſt needful 
to a Concluſion, ſatisfactory, I hope, in your 
Judgment, nothing more can be wanted, but 
two or three ſhort Articles of Appeal, which 
you will not think either ſuperfluous or te- 


dious. 4 
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In the firſt Place, carefully examine your 
ſelves, and fairly compare your Wants with the 
Proviſion made for them in the Religion of your 


Redeemer, If you do this with Humility, and 
that Common Senſe your Maker hath endow 


you with, you will quickly find, you are by Na- 


ture too blind to know any Thing of Gop and his 
Will, in regard to à right Conduct of yourſelves, 
and too corrupt to perform his Will, when you 
do know it. You will alſo perceive, that his 
holy Religion teaches you, who he is, what he 
requires of you to believe and do, and gives you 
Ability, if you are not greatly wanting to your- 
ſelves, both to believe and do according to his 
Will, ſo as to inſure your eternal Happineſs. 
You will be fully convinced, that without 
Virtue, you cannot be happy; nor virtuous, 
without the true Religion ; that, after your beſt 
Endeavours, you too often act againſt the religi- 
ous Rules of your Duty; and that, when you do, 
if you truly repent, and believe in CHRIST, his 
atoning Blood ſhall obtain for you a gracious and 
happy Forgiveneſs. As ſoon as you become ac- 
quainted with yourſelves, and the Religion of 
CHRIST, you will rejoice in the full Supply that 
Religion affords for all your Wants and Pefects. 
On rationally looking into this Compariſon, and 
cloſing with the Means of Salvation revealed to 
you in the Goſpel of your Redeemer, you will, 
with infinite Satisfaction, feel your Enquiry end- 
ing in Comfort, and your Faith converted into 
well-grounded Hope of everlaſting Peace with 
the Almighty, 
Secondly, on a charitable Suppoſition, that you 
have carefully made the Enquiry and Comparifon, 
as the fingle Thing, that can poſſibly lead you 
into. the Way of eternal Life, I appeal to your 


Common Senſe, whether it ever can ſuffer you 
to 
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to forſake that Way for the broad Way of this 
wicked World, which leads downward to ever- 
Jaſting Deſtruction both of Soul and Body, 1 
appeal to your Common Senſe, whether if you 
had your Choice of a Kingdom in this World, 


or of a ſingle Acre, you would not chuie the 


Kingdom; or in caſe you were to become ſubject, 
during your Lite, to the Government of another 
Man, you would not wiſh to ſerve the moſt ho- 
neſt and generous of Mankind, rather than the 
moſt deceitful: and cruel of all Tyrants; and 
whether you can poſſibly imagine, Gop does not 
expect you ſhould make Uſe of the Common 


' Senſe he hath given you in chuſing him rather 


than the Devil, for your Maſter, in chuſing 
Heaven, rather than Hell, for your eternal Place 
of abode. Tell yourſelves now, whether theſe - 
Appeals are made to Men of Common Senſe, 
or to the moſt deſperate Madmen, O, that [ 
could make this Appeal to your Gratitude, 
rather than your Intereſt, For your worldly 
Intereſt you do not want Underſtanding, and 
for your much higher Intereſt in Eternity you 
muſt have ſome, But upon a nobler Prineiple 
than that of even the molt exalted Selſiſhneſs, 
I with to raiſe my Appeal, and I do it to your 
Heart and Soul, whether as you believe, CyRr18T 
the Son of Gup, died for you, that Heart and 


Soul can be inſenſible of ſuch infinite Goodneſs, 


Can you think he died for Men void of Grati- 


| tude ? Do you le ue him ? Why then keep his Com- 


mandments. This is the very Proof he expreſly 
requires of your Love. He 4 you too well, 


I fear, to alk your Life in Requital tor his. But 


can you not ſacrifice an Appetite or Paſſion for 

him, who offered up his Blood for you ? How 

can you take up your Abode in the Boſom.of 

Abraham, that Father of the Faithful, who offer- 
| E 3 ed 
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ed up his only Son to Gop, if you cannot bring 
ſo ſmall a Sacrifice to his Altar, the Sacrifice of 
- a beaſtly Appetite or Piſhon? Or how can ſo 
unthankful Niggards enter into the Preſence of 
Gop, who offered his only and well-beloved Son 
on the Croſs for your Salvation? for the Salva- 
tion of you, a Parcel of impious Wretches, 
in open Rebellion againſt him? To ſay any 
Thing more on a Subject, which fo loudly 
ſpeaks itſelf, would be to doubt the Realit of 
that Common Senſe, to which I am appealing. 
And therefore I ſhall only add ſo ſhort a Cate- 
chiſm on the neceſſary. Principles of our holy \ 
Religion, as may be learned in one Hour, to 
which whoſoever will not, out of his whole Life \ 
give that one Hour, muſt give up all Pretenſions 
to even the Name of a Chriſtian, and to that 
Common Senſe, wherewith every human Crea- / 
ture, properly ſo called, is, . the Author of 
Nature, endowed. 


some plain Texts of Scripture, out of many, 
pointed to by their Chapters and Verſes, ſepa- 
rately to prove the Truth of every Anſwer in 
this ſhort Catechiſm, here follow each Anſwer, 
and are by hooks () referred to the ſeveral 
Parts of cach Anſwer, | 


CATECHI SM. 


I. Oueſtion, What is your Faith? 
Anſwer, | believe and truſt in the one only 
Gop (a) the Father, the Son (b), and the Holy 
Ghoſt (c), the Holy Trinity (a) 


I. (a) I/a. 44. 6. Matt. 4. 10. (b) ö Tim. 3. 
16. (o) 5 5. 3, 4. (a) 8 28. 19. Mark 
16. 16. 1 John 5. 7. = 
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Sin, and the eternal Puniſhment of Sin? 

A4. By my L RD JEsus ChRxisr, the only 
begotten Son 2 the Father, who came into the 
World to ſave Sinners (a) 


(a) Aci. 16. 31. As 4. 12. | 


—_—_ . 
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7 III. 2. What bath he done to ſave you from 
Sin and its Puniſhment ? - | 
A. He hath by his Goſpel, or Teſtament left 


— (a), hath taken on him my Nature with the 
Guilt of all my Sins (b), hath in my Nature 


ſomuch, that if ] believe in him, and repent, 
I ſhall be forgiven (d); and the Third Day after 


bis Death, aroſe again to Life, for the. Jultifica- 


tion of this my Faith. Rom. 4: 25. 


III. (a) Mart 16s 16. As 2. 38. (b) Matth, 
1. 23. 1 Cor. 5. 21. I/a. 53. 6. 1 Cor. 15. 
(e) Rom. 5. 6. bak 15. 9. (d). Aas 13. 3 
Ads 20. 20. Als 16. 31. 15 
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Iv. 9, Do you 1 for any Thing more 
in and through CHRIST? 
AJ. Ves, for eternal Life in Heaven (a). 


IV. (a) Jahn 6. 47. 1 Pet. 5. 14. 
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V. 2. * Hath he done any Thing thee to 
ſecure Gon's Mercy to you, and your Obedience 
to Gop? E 4 4. 


II. 2. How do you hope to be ſaved from 


me in Writing, called me to Faith and Repen- 


ſuffered Death, the Wages of Sin, for me (e) in- 
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of Peace between -his Father and me, whereof 


be himſelf is the Mediator (a); and hath offered 


me the Food of eternal Life (b), namely, his 
ſpiritual Body and Blood in his Laſt Supper, 
whereby, if I conſtantly and worthily receive it, 
I am fed to Virtue, and that happy Life by his 
holy Spirit (e). a 


V. (a) Matth. 26. 28. Heb. 7. 22. Heb. 8. 6: 
(b) Fohn 6. 53. John 6. 56. (c) Ram. 8. 16. 
Eph. 1. 13. | Bye | 
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VI, 9. What hath the Father promiſed you 
in this Covenant 7 @ 

A. To adopt me for his own Child (a), to 
unite me to his Son as a Member of his ſpiritual 


Body, the Church (b), and to provide for me an 


Inheritance of everlaſting Life, if I perform my 
Part in this Covenant (c). ee 


VI. (a) Gal. 3. 26, 27. Ram. 8. 15. (b) 1 Cor, 
12. 27. (c) 1 John 2. 25. 


Fond 
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VII. 2. What is your Part in this Covenant ? 
A. I have therein vowed to renounce and 

fight againſt the Enemies of his Glory and my 
Salvation (a), to believe all the Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith (b), and to keep the Command- 


ments of Gop (c), which I cannot do, if I do not, 


in a reaſonable Degree, underſtand thoſe Articles 
and Commandments, 


vn. (a) Tomes 1. 12. (b) Mark 16. 16. 
(e) Matth 28. 20. | ES 


A. He bath in my Baptiſm made a Covenant 


7 
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VIII. 9. What are the Enemies of Gop and 
your Salvation ? 


Fleſh (e). 


vnl. (a) 1 1 John 2. 8, No 4+ 7. (b) 1 av 


2. 15, 16. Rom. 12. 2. (c) Gal ny 
13. | 


4 — 
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IX. 2. Have you any Reaſon for renouneing 


theſe together ? 

A. Yes, becauſe they combine againſt Gop and 
my Soul. I renounce the Devil as the Author of 
Rebellion and Sin (a); the Pride and Pomp of 
the World, as his Inſtruments of Temptation (b); 
and alſo the Pride and Luſt of my own corrupted 
Heart, as thoſe inward Traitors that lay me open 
to his Temptations (c). 


* 


IX. (a) Revel. 12. jy 3. 4, 5. (b) 1 Fobn 


2. 16. Phil. 2. 3. (c) Rom 13. 14. Gal. 5.17. 
Job. 5. 24. | 1 
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ou renounce all fleſhl Pleaſure. ? 

4 I in Do ou reno Word, and Deed, ſo ſar 
as it is ankul, and even innocent Pleaſure, ſo far 
as it may enfeeble my Chriſtian Reſolution, and 
turn away * Affections from Gop (a). 


X. (a) 2 Tim. 3, 4. Eccleſ. 2. 1. 
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XI. 2. What ate you to believe? 5 


A. The Devil (a)s the World (b), and the 


r ( 


22 
— 


* — E : 


( 106 ) 

A. Not only in the one only Gop, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, but alſo, that Gop is 
always preſent with me (a); knows every Thing 
I ſpeak, think and do (b); that he will call me 
into Judgment for them at the laſt Day (e) ; and 
that he will adjudge me to Happineſs in Heaven, 
or Miſery in Hell, according as I ſhall have per- 
formed, or neglected, my Engagements in the 
Covenant (d). 


XI. (a) Pſalms 139. 7, 8, 9. As 17. 27, 28. 
(b) As 15. 18. Matth. 10. 26. (c) Rom. 2. 3. 
Rem. 2. 5. (d) Matth. 25. 31. 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
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XII. 2, And what have you vowed to do, 
or abſtain from, in this Covenant? | 
A. I have vowed to do, to the beſt of my 
Power, whatſoever Gop requires of me, and to 
abſtain from whatſoever he forbids me in his ten 
Commandments, delivered to the Iraelites in the 
Law by Moſes, confirmed by CHRIST to all Chri- 
tians, and ſummed up by him in two, Mat. 22. 
and, among others, moſt particularly to obey his 
Commandments, to mortify my Pride, and Love 
of fleſhly Pleaſure, thoſe original and diabolical 
Cauſes of all other Sins (a), together with his 
Commandment of Love for all my Chriſtian 
Brethren (b). mY ty 


XII. (a) Mark 13- 37. Rem. 8. 13. Matth. 
11. 29. Matth. 16. 4. (b) John 13. 34, 35+ 
1 Cor. 13. ES, 
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XIII. 2; Are you of yourſelf able to keep 
your Part in this Covenant ? | 4. 


- 


6 

A. I am not; but I am commanded by my 
Saviour, continvally to watch, leſt I enter into 
Temptation (a), and inceſſantly to pray for the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath pro- 
miſed to all endeavouring Chriſtians (b. 


XIII. (a) Mark 13. 37. Luke 18. 1. 
(bY John 14. 26. As 10. 44, 45. Rom. 8. 5. 
Rom. 14. 17. 1. Cor. 6. 19. Pp” 
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XIV. ©, Do you believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church, and in its four happy Privileges ? 
A. I do believe in rhe Holy Catholic Church 
(a), in the Communion of Saints (b, the For- 

giveneſs of Sins (e), the Reſurrection of the Body 
(d), and everlaſting Life (e), and in every religi- 
ous Doctrine which the truly Catholic Church 
tells me by its Head CHRIST Je3us, who, as 


n the Head always does, in his Holy Scriptures, 
4 ſpeaks to and for his whole Body, the Church; 
2 and I likewiſe believe that whoſoever does not 
. endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in ibe 
8 Bond of Peace, nor to live and act by the Mind 
2 4 Cnr sr Je3v3, is cut off from him and his 

n ody (5). ä 

8 a q — 

1 XIV. (a) 1 Tim. 3. 15, Matth. 18. 17. 


(b) Acts 2. 42. Eph. 3. 6. (c) As 26. 18. Luke 


24. 47. (d) John 5. 28, 29. (e) Fohn 6, 47. 
. [f) Ep6. 4. 2, 3. 1 Cor. 5. 5. Mark 16. 16. 
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Febr. 10. 25. 
I have made this Catechiſm as ſhort an eaſy. . 
as poſſibly can be, without omittiag any Thin: we 
that is neceſſary, for two Reaſons ; fi ſt, becaule 4 
I am fur, the Knowlzdge of our Religion is, 1 
- in 
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in itſelf, ſhort and caſy ; and ſecondly, becauſe 
I fear there are ſome among you, who will not 
give much Time nor Thought even to this one 
Thing needful. Let ſuch however conſider, 
if they have indeed the Uſe of Common Senſe, 
how they can paſs their Lives in Careleſſneſs and 
| Ignorance as to Religion, with Death, Judgment, 
and Eternity before, them. If the attentive 
Reader of this Catechiſm remembers Scriptures, 
ſufficient to prove its Doctrines, he hath no- 
thing further to do, than to apply them feelingly 
to his Conſcience ; but if he does not, let him 
at leaſt ſearch his Bible for thoſe 1 have quoted, 


and he muſt be ſatisfied ; for how often muſt 


Gop repeat the ſame Thing to him, ere he can 
be convinced of its Truth ? And yet he hath 
been pleaſed to repeat theſe faving Truths in 
many other Paſſages of Scripture with a Va- 
riety of plain Expreſhons, which it's attentive 
Reader will himſelf obſerve and remember for 
his own Uſe, | 

Here is a very ſhort View of the moſt neceſ- 
ſary Chriſtian Principles, in regard both to 
Faith and Practice, which include and enforce on 
your Minds a Number of moſt excellent Pre- 
cepts, belide theſe neceſſary Principles, ſuch as, 
be you perfect Men, as your Father which is in 
Heaven, is perfect Gop; forgive, and you ſhall.be 
forgiven overcome Evil with Good ; do unto all 
Men, as you would they ſbould do unto you ; with 
many others, delivered by CaR:sT himſelf, or 
by the Holy Spirit, writing by the Apoſtles, 
all cloſely connected with, or following from, 
the leading Principles, delivered to you in this 
| ſhort Catechiſm, which you will find and ought 
carefully to conſider, in the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament. But among them all there 1s 
not oue, that might be applied to our _—_ 
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before our very Eyes in a lovely little Image, 
by fa 


have adopted this Thought to repreſent the high 


' all Perſeverance. If Faith, no greater than a Grain 
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with more Profit, than Chxisr's Saying, of little 
dom of Heaven. 

Here the Humility, the Simplicity, and Inno- 
cence of the Chriſtian Temper and Spirit is ſet 


more ſtrongly r, than Words can poſſibly 
expreſs it. If the great Maſters of Painting 
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Order of Cherubim by winged Infants, ſhould 
not the Soul of a Chriſtian much rather endea- 
1 copy into itſelf the beautiful Repreſenta- 
tion O 

Finally, my beloved Brethren, attend gloſely 
to the Promiſe of eternal Life, made to you in 
the Goſpel of (op, that ye may firmly believe in, 
and truſt to that Promiſe, for St. Paul tells all 
true Chriſtians, ye fland by Faith. Stand faſt 
therefore in that Faith, according to the Exhor- 
tation of the ſame Apoſtle ; quit ye like Men ; 
be ſtrong. Be flrong in the D, and in the 
Pozver of his Might. Put on the whole Armour F 
(op, that ye may be able to fland againſt the Wiles 
F the Devil. Begin with this Vet Gon, 
to believe in him whom he hath ſent. Lift up this 
Shield of Faith, which ſball quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked, and enable you borh to 
prove and adorn your Chriſtian Profeſſion by 
good Works in the Service of the living Gop, 
who hath told you, that the Juſt fall live by his 
Faith, that is, ſhall rule his Life by the Princi- 
ples of his Faith, and by that Faith ſhall be 
juſtified at the laſt Day. As however you can 
do nothing of yourſelves, fly to Gop, your 
Strength, praying always with all Prayer and Sup- 
plication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with 
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of Muftard Seed, is able to remove a Mountain, 
ow-much more eafily may it remove the poor 
little 


7-100} 
little Hillock of your Pride, and dry up the filthy 


Puddle, which the Love of ſinful Pleaſure and of 
worldly Gain, hath poured upon you ? If this is 
once done, your Conſcience having dropt its 
Clog, your lightened Soul ſhall ſpring upward 
toward Gon on the Wings of that Faith, and 
on thoſe of Gratitude and Love. The World 
ſets before you only little Things, ſeen it is true, 
but uncertain, as Riches, which make themſelves 
Wings and fly away, carrying with them your 
ſenſual Pleaſures, ' and all, your Folly prides 
itſelf in. Faith in the Promiſe of Gop offers 
5 18 Things, unſeen indeed at preſent, 
but abſolutely certain and eternal, If you live 
by Faith and not by the Sight kd your Eyes, and the 
Pride? of Lift, theſe great Things ſhall in you 
ſhut out the. Sight of thoſe little Things, and 
this is the Victory, which overcometh the Wcrld, 
even your Faith, This, for inſtance, is that wiſe 
and glorious Faith, which fixing the Eye of the 
Soul on a Judgment to paſs on. it, 'and on the 
eternal Joy or Miſery, that is to follow that 
udgment, encourages the Martyr to die in 
Flames for his Holy Religion, | 
| _ Andit is that ans Faith, which calling up 
your Attention and Deſires ſrem Things below, 
and fixing them on Things above, on the Glory, 
Honour, and Immortality, engaged to you by the 
Promiſe of Gop, may mortify the Deeds of the 
Fleſb in you, and give you a Claim to the Cha- 
- rafter of Martyrs ; fer who are Martyrs, but 
they who renouncing themſelves, their corrupted 
Nature, their Pride and ſenſual Pleaſures, repoſe 
- themſelves, with all their Hopes and Comfort in 
Gop ? Every true Chriſtian, though not called 
to the Stake for his Religion, is in ſome Degree 
a Martyr, for he dies daily by the Myrtification 
of Senſuality, and imitates CHRIST, the great 


: Martyr, 
oy 
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' Martyr, wi before Pilate witneſſed a good Conſſun 


for us. Do not be diſcouraged at this; for 
Hort Afiition, in dying to the Pleaſures of Sin, 
ſhall work for you a "oo more exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory. If your Faith ſhuts you in 
from Pride and fleſhly Pleaſure, it opens to you 
- the Glories of an immortal Crown, and tho, 


| Rivers of. Pleaſures which flow at the right Hand 


of God, inſomuch that, even in this Lite, your 
Conſcience and Hope in him ſhatl pour upon you 
ſuch Delights as infinitely exceed thoſe of the 
Senſualiſt. Know, that while you are at home in 

the Body, more eſpecially if you at all obey your 
Body, to fiulfil the Lufts thereof, you are abſent from 
the Lord. Although therefore you wall in the 


Body, do not walk after the wap Be willing ta- 
d 


ther to be abſent from the Body, that through 
the Spirit you may be preſent with the Lok b. 
Know you not, that your Body is the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is in you,” which you have from 
Gop, and that you are xot your braun? for you are 
bought with a Price. Defile not the Temple of Gon 


by filling it with carnal Impurities, but glorify 


Gop in your Body and in your Mirit, which are 


Gop's. You may glorify Gop tte more for be- 
ing in ſuch a Body, if you fight the good Fight of 


Faith againſt the Corruptions and diſorderly 
Affections of that Body; if you labour, as you 
ought to do, to cleanſe it from all Pollution, that 


it may be a fit Habitation for his Holy Spirit. is 


Ye are the Temple of the living GoD, as Gop hath 
faid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, I will 
be their GGoD, and they ſhall be my People. I will 
be a Father to them, and they ſhall be my Sons and 
Daugh ers, faith the Lokd Almighty, Having 
therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly bcloved, cleanſe your - 
 felves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, per- 

fecbing Holineſs in the Fear of Go. Work out 


your 


PEAS, I * 
89 


” 
4 
4 
Vi 
i * 


e 


n 


. 
) 
F 
. 
q 
. 
Y 


- +>. 


« 112) 


your Saluation with Fear and Trembling, for it it 

on LorD, that worketh in you both 10 lf gr 40 

The Sacrifices of Beaſts, appointed as Acts of 
Devotion in the Old World, were conſidered by 
all, who underſtood the true Intent and End of 
that Appointment, as Repreſentations and Sha- 
dows of the one only great and effeQtual Sacri- 
fce of CHRIST for the Sins of all Men. Since 
that hath been offered up an the Croſs, thafe 
Shadows are loſt in the Subſtance, and there is 
now no more Sacrifice for Sin. Yet there are 
ſtill ſome other Sacrifices to be made by us as 

Proofs of our Gratitude and Love towards Gop, 
as free - will Offerings of Duty to him, and as 
Means of Purification in ourſelves. You are at 
all Times, but more eſpecially when you com- 
memorate the Death of CHñRI8 in bis laſt Sup- 
per, to offer up-yourfelves, your Souls and Bodies, 
8s a reaſonable, holy, and liuely Sacrifice unto GoD, 
whole Property ye are by Right of Creation and 


. - Purchaſe on his Part, and of the Baptiſmal 


Vow, renewed and repeated at his Table, on 
yours, Nay, the Sacrifice of Beaſts, in ſome 
Senſe, is ſtil] due by us; I mean the Sacrifice 
of the Beaſts within us, not the innocent Lambs 
and Doves of our good Diſpoſitions, conſidered 
as Offerings rather than Sacrifices ; but the Goats 
of our laſcivious Deſires ; the devouring Wolves 
of our Avarice and Oppreſſion; the ſavage Ty- 
gers of our Pride, Wrath, and Revenge; the 
wily and venemous Serpents of our fraudulent 
Arts, and poiſonous Calumnies. With theſe 
we muſt not play, as with the Dogs and Cats of, 
our own harmleſs Humours; but muſt lay them 
on the Altar of Gor, as not more odious to 
him, than deſtructive to ourſelves. Here, we 
ought to cut them in Pieces, that the Fire from 

| Heaven 


ng) 
Heaven of our Holy Religion may donſume 
them. This it is to be Kings and Prieſts to Gop; 
Kings, in ruling our own rebellious Paſhons with 
a royal Severity; and Priefts, in offering up to him 
Sacrifices by fuch Self-denial, as he hath ſhewn 
by offering up for us his precious Blood, an in- 
finitely greater Self-denial, as then he quitted 
the Glories of Heaven, to ſave us from the In- 
famy and Torments of Hell. Thus it is, my 
dearly beloved in CHRIS T, that you ſhould pre- 
pare yourſelves to celebrate his Death at his own. 
Table. But if you go on to indulge and over- 
feed theſe Beaſts within you by Gluttony, Drunł- 
enneſs, Wantonneſs, Quarrelling, Murdering, 
what do you become, but entirely Beaſts your- 
ſelves? what do you make your Bodies, but 
Temples, and yourſelves, but Prieſts, of the 
Devil? what but Prieſts, who conſume - your- 
ſelves in Fire from Hell, as ſo -many burnt Of- 
ferings to that horrible Author of all your Sms 
and Miſeries ? Let your Common Senſe anſwer 
theſe Queſtions to itſelf. Aſe the Word of 
Gop, how it came to paſs, that the Faith of 
Abraham was counted to him for Righteouſneſs ? 
Aſk it, why he is called the Father of the Faith- 
ful ? and it will tell you, becauſe he offered up 
his beloved Son to Gon, and in ſo doing was 
ready and willing to ſlay with his own Hand 
the moſt innocent and amiable Son, as dear to 
him as his own Life, and the Heir of all the 
Promiſes. And can you call yourſelves the Chil- 
dren of this Patriarch, if you ſacrifice nothing? 
Can you hope to ſhelter yourſelves in his Bo- 
ſom, when you die, if you will not part with 
Things of far leſs Value, to prove the Firmneſs 
of your Faith, and the Sincerity of your Chriſ- 
tian Profeſſion ; to ſave your Souls; to' pleaſe 
and honour your Gop, who gave up his only 
| begotten 


damnable Doctrines with falſe 


( #14 ) | 
. e and well beloved Son for your Salva- 
tion? t n ia An 

Among many others, in yourſelves, and in the 
World around you, there is one moſt dangerous 
and deadly Snare laid for you by the Devil; 
whereof you cannot be too often, nor too alarm- 
ingly warned; | whereof CHRIST, foreſeeing 
your Weakneſs, Blindneſs, and even Inclina- 
tion to fall into it, hath repeatedly cautioned 
you to beware; and the Holy Spirit, by St. Pe- 
ter; St. Paul, St. John, and St. Jude, hath 
over and over again, reinforced this Warning, 
not only to the Chriſtians of their own Time, 
but prophetically to all Chriſtians of all Times, 
and eſpecially, if I miſtake not, to us in theſe 
latter Times, It is this, beware of falſe Prophets, 
who come to you in ſbeeps Cloathing, but inw-ardly 


. they are ravening Wolves. 


The Word, Prophet in the Old Teſtament 
generally ſignifies one who foretels ſomewhat 
that is to come, perhaps long after it is foretold ; 
but in the New Teſtament, a Teacher, whe- 
ther true or falſe, of Religion, is, for the moſt 


| Part (tiled a Prophet. In this laſt Senſe it is 


that our Saviour is to be underſtood, when he 
' requires you to be on your Guard againſt falſe 
Prophets or Teachers. He knew that many 
ſuch were to come in his Name, and to deceive many 
by pretending to teach Men of your Kind the 
real Truths of Religion, but Ar r bringing in 
ealonings, and 
forced Interpretations of Scripture; wear— 
ing outwardly the Maſk of Piety; and pretend- 
ing to be the only ſafe Guides to Truth, while 
from within, he foreſaw they would bring forth 
nothing, but Principles, contrary to his, de 
ceitfully leading their unwary Hearers into al] 
Manner of Wickedneſs, | 


| Such 
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Such Deceivers, in conſiderable Numbers, had. 
thruſt themſelves into the Church of CHRIST, 
in the very Time of the Apoſtles, inſomuch that 
Antichriſt, a common Name for all this Sort of 
Men, Was then at Work. It was on their Ac- 
count, that St. John ſays to you, beloved, believe 


nat every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they 


are of GoD ; becauſe many falſe Prophets are gone. 
out into the World. You aſk how ſhall plain 
Men, like us, be able to try the Doctrines of 


Men, ſo much more learned than ourſelves, and 


ſo exceedingly cunning ? I anſwer, eaſily, if you 


bring their Doctrines to the Touch-ſtone of 


Gop's Word, as the Pſalmiſt had done, when 


he ſaid, 1 am wiſcr than. all my Teachers, for ty 


Teſtimonies are my Meditation. That, when you 
have any Cauſe to ſuſpect the Doctrine of one, 


pretending to teach you, the Trial of his Doc» 


trine may. be the more eaſy, expeditious, and 
ſafe in its Succeſs, I have above furniſhed you 
with a very ſhort and plain Catechiſm, wherein 
every neceſſary Principle of Chriſtian-Faith and 
Practice is laid down, and ſeparately ſupported 
by Texts of Scripture, the Meaning of which 
you cannot miſtake, This I have done, and 
made this whole Appeal to your Common Senſe, 
becauſe I am ſenſible, that in no Age of the 
Church, ſo many Wolves in Wool ever ſpread 
themſelves among the People of CHRIS, as in 
the preſent, Me | 

Wherefore, if any of theſe falſe Prophets 
ſhould - bid you pray to Saints or Angels, or 
kneel before Images or Pictures of any Kind, 
the firſt two Commandments of Gop, forbid- 


ding you to do either, will ſufficiently guard you. 


If any one ſhould endeavour to ſeduce you into 
a Dependence on your own Righteouſneſs, and 
not on Faith in the Blood of CHRIST, for your 

; Salvation, 
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Salvation, reject him with Abhorrence, for 
Chair ſaith, whoſrever belkieveth and is baptized, 
Hall be ſaved, and be that belieueth not, ſhall be 
damned, and the Spirit of Gop by St. Peter 
faith, there are falſe Prophets among the People, 
who privily ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies, even 

denying the LORD that bought them. | 
On-the contrary, if any one ſhould teach you 
to depend on Faith alone, and run down the 
Neceſſity of good Works, as the Fruits and 
Preoſs of Chriſtian Faith, caſt him from you, 
and liſten to the Spirit of Gop in St. Joe 
ſaying, Faith without Works is dead, The Devils 
believe and tremble. If any of theſe falſe Pro- 
phets ſhould blaſphemouſly teach you, that nei- 
ther Char, nor. the Holy Ghoſt, is the true 
eternal Gon, ſhut your ears againſt the Devil, 
Tpeaking in that Serpent, and open your Eyes to 
the Word of Gon, quoted againſt him in the 
aforeſaid Catechiſm, Ty in the Lond, ſaith 
Solomon, with all thy Heart, and lean not ta thy 
own Underflanding, nor, let me add, to the 
Underſtanding of other Men, as fallible as your- 
felf, ſince you have the Wiſdom of Gon's Word 
to depend on, He that is of God, heareth God's 
Words. Your falſe Teachers hear them not, be- 
| eauſe they are not of Gon, I preſs theſe Scrip- 
tures upon you the more earneſtly, becauſe [ 
doubt your Ignorance and Unwarineſs ; and fear, 
as St. Paul did in the like Caſe, 4% by any Means, 
as the Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty, / 
your Minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity 
which its in CarisT. My little Catechiſm fur- 
niſhes only two or three Texts to prove each Ar- 
ticle, and your Reading in the Holy 'Scriptures 
will add many more to the ſame Purpoſes ; not 
but that one Word of Gon ſhould be enough 
or 


6%) | 
for you to refute all that the Devil's Prophets 
can alledge to the contrary, who in Imitation of 
their Malter, quote Scripture, and endeavour to 
transform themſeves into ſo many Angels of Light. 
fir be if Ka Angel f jo honed 8 ach 
you any ether Goſpel, than that which Gop himſelf 
hath taught you, as he muſt be accurſed of Gop, 
ſo he ought to be of you. The Word and Grace 
of Gop ſhall be ſufficient for you, if you are not 
wanting to them, and to yourſelves. _ 

CHar1sT gave outward or bodily Sight to ſuch 
as were blind in a literal Senſe. He alſo opened 
the Eyes of the Mind, and poured-in a Day of 
ſpiritual Light on Souls that ſat in Darkneſs, and 
the Shadaw of Death. I, faith he, am the Light 
7 the World. I am the May, the Truth, and the 

ie. No Men cometh to the Father, but by me. 
Fix your Eyes on this Way, every Step of which 
is rendered viſible. to you by his Truth and Light, 
ſhining from thence, and on the eternal Lite, 
to which it leads you. In this Road the wayfar- 
ing men, though Fools, ſhall not err. The great 
Principles neceflary to Salvation Gop hath hid 

om the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them unto 
Babes; hid them from the learned and worldly 
wiſe, and revealed them to you the ſimple Babes 
and Children of CHRIST Jesus. Did not the 
Devil blind the Eyes of our firſt Parents, when 
he perſuaded them to take a Serpent for their 
Teacher and Guide, rather than Gop, in direct 
Contradiction to the Word of their Creator? 
when he led thera out of the upward Way of 
Truth and Obedience, that is, of Common 
Senſe, into. the downward Way of Pride and 
Appetite? Will you, as they did, ſuifer the blind 
Beat within to guide you? Inſtead of lookin 
and going upright to Gop, as reaſonable Men 


ſhould do, will you ſubmit to crawl like that ve- 
nemous 
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nemous Worm to the Devil? Were not the 
Minds of your Forefathers ſpiritually blind to 
Common Senſe itſelf, when they worſhipped 
Stocks and Stones, modelled by their own Hands, 
and even Devils? And are you leſs blind, if you 
fall down to the indwelling Beaſts of corrupt Af- 
fections and foul Imaginations, now that CHRIST 
hath come from Heaven to ſhew you the Vanity, 
the Vileneſs, the Danger, the Miſery, of following 
theſe more abominable Idols ? It is not the proud, 
the cruel, the luſtful Beaſt alone, that works in 
the unregenerate Heart. There is alſo an evil 
Spirit in Poſſeſſion of that Heart, which gives its 
Power to that Beaſt, as it did to the Serpent in 
the Temptation of Eye, and which none but 
the holy Spirit of CuRISs T can drive out; and it 


is frequently of ſo obſtinate a Kind, that, with- 


out. Faſting and Prayer, the Diſpoſſeſſion is not to 
be effected. 4444. 
If you know yourſelves, and eaſily you may, 
to be but poor, weak, deſpicable Beings, how 
can you be proud? On the other Hand, if you 
take yourſelves to be great and good Beings, why 
then enflaved to this wretched World? Why 
then drenched in Drunkenneſs and Luſt? Why 
liable to be undone by every pitiful Temptation? 
If you inherit even the Devil's Bleſſing, to know 
Good and Evil, why turn you away from the 
| Good, and fly to embrace ihe Evil? Suppoſing 
this to be your Practice, moſt aſſuredly you 
want the Aid of CHRIST to open your. Eyes, 
and by a greater Miracle, than that afforded to 

blind Bartimeus. SAT 
You love Liberty ; what only that you may be 
wicked without Fear of Puniſhment ! Were this 
poſſible, which Gop will never ſuffer it te be, 
it would, in you, quickly prove itſelf to.be the 
moſt abject Sort of Slavery. . You can have no 
| M.-ſter, 
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Maſter, ſo tyrannical as your own Will, no Guide 


ſo dangerous as your own Wiſh, If you come 


to be taught of CHRIST, you ſhall ſoon perceive, 


that he who committeth Sin, is the Servant, or 


Slave, of Sin: you ſhall know the Truth, and 
the Truth ſhall make you free indeed; (hall mor- 


tify the Beaſt within you; ſhall dethrone your 


ugly Tyrant Sin; ſhall ſhew you the honourable 


Liberty of Gop's Service, with the Path of real 


Happineſs, and give you Strenth to walk ſteadily 
therein, till you arrive at its bleſſed End. Ty. 
If he is pleaſed thus to inſtruct you, Common 
Senſe will pronounce you worſe than mad, in 
caſe you put yourſelves into the Hands, knowi 
them to be ſuch, not only of very fallible, but 


moſt deceitful Teachers; and whether they are 


or are not, your Bible will inform you. Were 
you to make a Plough or Loom, having already a 
pretty good Notion of both, and a Maſter Car- 


penter at hand to direct you, you would not quit 
him, and aſk Inſtructions from ſome Boy, not 


half a Year at the Trade, eſpecially if on hear- 
ing this raw Creature ſpeak, you found he knew 
Nothing of the Matter. Now, as you have Gop 
himſelf to teach you Religion, your Madneſs in 
this Caſe mult be Ten ;' Thouſand Times greater, 
than in the former, ſhould you truſt your Souls 
to ignorant and conceited Pretenders, nay, to 
known Cheats and Deceivers, as Guides to 
Truth and Happineſs, when by the Word of 
Gop you may ſo eaſily try them, or at leaſt their 
Doctrines. if 
forſaken you, it is impoſſible, you can thin 
of inſulting. the Goodneſs and Majeſty of Hea- 
ven by preferring their Folly and Wickedneſs to 
his ;nAnite Wiſdom. What, to truſt the wretch- 
ed Quacks of Opinion more than Gop ! how 
impious, how damnable the Stupidity, eſpecially 
5 when 


Common Senſe hath not —_ | | 
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when you know their Principles are directly con- 
trary to thoſe he hath taught you! In your 
worldly Affairs you will not depend, as to the 
ſmalleſt Concerns, on a known Villain. You 
muſt, therefore rate your Souls lower than a ſingle 


Shilling, if you follow a more careleſs Conduct. 


in regard fo them. 

They who chuſe their own Teachers, as too 
many do, under Circumſtances of Ignorance and 
Partiality, make themſelves accountable for the 
Soundneſs, or Unſoundneſs, of the Doctrines, 
which. they, their Wives, and Children are to 
hear. And what other Directions can they have, 
either in chuſing, or afterwards liſtening to them, 
but the Word of Gop? Should it be Novelty, 
or worldly Intereſt, or Family Connexions, or 
Popularity, or the Recommendation of a rich 
Man, that guides their Choice, they are by far 
more likely to pitch on an Aſs or Wolf, than on 
any better Sort of Animal. If among Electors, 
there are ſome (and poſſibly not a- few) of looſe 
Principles themſelves, they will certainly give 
their Voices to Men of like Mind, without car- 
ing much, how this may affect the ſimpler Part 
of the Flock. Take heed how ye hear, faith 
 EnrIvSrT, whether in the Pulpit, or in Conver- 
fation. There is not a more deadly Poiſon than 
that which is poured into the Ear. This kills 
the very Soul. Your itching Bars are apt to heap 
to themſelves Teachers, eſpecially of new Doc- 
trines, whereas there can be nothing new in 
Chriſtianity. All was, of old, fixed by the Word 
of Gor, where every Thing neceſſary or help- 

ful to make a Man wiſe unto Salvation, hath been 
provided, and fully laid open. If you do not 
already know it, take it as an Act of the tender- 
eſt Charity towards you, and of conſcientious 
Duty towards Gop, when I inform you; that a 
62: + f great 
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great Number of thoſe, in all Denominations, 
who at preſent take upon them to teach you, are 
either groſly ignorant, or make it their Buſineſs 
to ſpread Opinions in Matters of Religion, nor 
more contrary to one another, than to the plain- 
eſt Principles of Chriſtianity ; inſomuch that lit- 
tle elſe, but Hereſy, Schiſm, Diſſenſion, Ha- 
tred, Confuſion, and at laſt Infidelity, can be 
gathered from the Tares they are ſowing through- 
out the Patrimony of CHRIS, ſome Part of 
which takes Root among the Seed, even in the beſt 
Soil, Yet howſoever unſcriptural their Opini- 
ons and Doctrines may be, if they have been 
really ordained to the Miniſtry by the Church of 
CnrisT, their Errors cannot hinder his Sacra - 
ments to have their ſaving Effects, though com- 
ing from their Hands ; for it is the Holy Spirit, 
and the Anſwer of a good Conſcience in you, 
which produce thoſe Effects, and not the Sound- 
neſs of Principles, nor Piety of the Adminiſtra- 
tors. However they ſhould be ſent from Gop, 
who take upon them to deliver to you theſe his 
ineſtimable Gifts. 

The Church or Body of CHRIST is one Body; 
ſo is yours, How great would be your Pain, if 
all your Limbs were disjointed on the Rack, and 
your Fleſh torn to Pieces with Pincers! And can 
you think, CHRIST feels leſs ſenſibly through his 
ſpiritual Body, while it is racked, torn, and 
crucified afreſh, by theſe Diſſenſions, this Va- 
riety of Anti-Chrittian Opinions, this implacable 
Hatred, ever ready to pull out the Sword, and 
kindle the Faggot of one pretended Chriſtian 
apainſt another ? He felt through his natural 
Body on the Croſs, at leaſt as keenly as ever Man 
did in the like Circumſtances ; yet this, with in- 
finite Pity and Love for you, he ſacrificed for his 
ſpiritual Body, as dearer to him. Wull you then 
| F outdo 
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outdo the Cruelty of Caiphas and Prlate in aid- 
ing theſe Impoſtors to mangle this his moſt be- 
loved Body? Hear the great Law of Chriſtian 
Peace, and at all Times, remember, that CRHRIST 
7s the Prince of Pease. If in the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion of any Country, wherein you dwell, or 
but ſojourn, every Thing made neceſſary to your 
Salvation by the Word of Gop, is afforded, and 
nothing laid upon you contrary to that Word, 
you are an Enemy to Chriſtian Peace, if you do 
not conform to the aforeſaid Church. You 
ought to know, that the Religion of CHRIST, 
like himſelf, is Light in the human Underſtand- 
ing, and Love in the human Heart. In the Diſ- 
putes, raiſed by the Firebrands, of whom I have 
been warning you, there is nothing but Dark- 
neſs and Confuſion. In the Diviſions they make, 
nothing but Hatred. Can Hatred be the Spirit 
of CHRrIsT, who fays to us all, by this all Men 
ſhall know, that you are my Diſciples, if you love 
one another; oblerve, not, if you are loved, but 
if you love one another? Can Diſſenſion be the 
Spirit of Unity among Chriſtians ? Can Animo- 
fity be the Bond of Peace, which is to conne& 
all the Members of CHRISTH to one another, and 
to their Head ? There is nothing more contrary 
to Common Senſe. 

It ought however conſiderably to ſtrengthen 
your Faith in the Holy Scriptures, to ſee theſe 
falſe Teachers therein foretold, and their Cha- 
raters ſo plainly drawn, that you can hardly 
miſtake them. St. Pax/, ſpeaking to the 
Biſhops of Aa, and thro' them to us all, faith, 
grieveus Wolves ſball enter in among you, not 1 45 
ing the Fot. Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall Men 
ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things to draw away Diſ- 
ciples after them. Therefore watch, T here were, 


faith St. Peter, falſe Prophets, of old among the 
f few! 
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Fewiſh People even as there ſball, be falſe Teachers 
among you, who ſhall privily bring in damnable 
Herefies, even denying the LoRD that bought them, 
both denying his Divinity, and the Purchaſe 
made of their Souls by his Blood; and many ſball 
ollow their pernicious Ways, by reaſon of whom 
the Way of Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of, and 
through Covetonſneſs ſhall they with feigned Words 
make Merchandize of you. It is, you perceive, 
the Aim of all their Arts, and deceitful Diſcour- 
ſes, to enrich themſelves at the Expence of your 
worldly Subſtance, and even of your Souls, It 
is another of their Features, given by this pro- 
phetic Pamter, that they are preſumptuous and ſelf- 
willed ; that they deſpiſe Government, and are not 
afraid to ſpeak Evil of Dignities. It would be 
unt̃eaſonable to expect, that they who fear not 
Gor, ſhould honour the King. Accordingly, you 
find they are all Rebels. It is another, that hey 


ſpeak Evil of Things they underſtand not. There 


is no Sort of Men, who know leſs of either Re- 
ligion or Government, nor that take ſuch foul- 
mouthed Liberties with both; and yet, as 
CurisT's Kingdom is not of this World, the 
Spirit of God forbids us, even under a Nero, to 
deal in Politics, or to re//? the Powers that be pro- 
videntially placed over us. Spots they are, and 
Blemiſhes, ſporting themſelves with their own De- 
ceivings, While over the Diſn and Bottle in your 
Feaſts they foread about Infidel Opinions, en- 
forced by prophane Jeſts, inſtead of Arguments; 
beguiling unſtable Souls, going aſtray themſelves, and 
miſleading Fools, /:ke Balaam, who loved the Was 


ges of r Wells they are, at firſt 


without a Drop ot CarirT's living Water, and 


to you dangerous Pit-falls; but afterwards filled 


with the ſtinking Puddle of Unbelief and Wick» 
ednels. Theey are Clouds, carried with a Tempeſt, 
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and driven about by every Wind of falſe Doctrine 
leaning to their own Under/landings, as all ſuffici- 
ent, they deſpiſe the Word of Gop, ſpeaking 
great fwelling Words of Vanity, and while they 
promiſe their Hearers Liberty, are themſelves the 
Servants and Slaves of Corruption, for of whom, 
or, of whatſoever, a Man is overcome, ofthe ſame 
he is brought into Bondage, There are certain 
Men, faith St. Jude, crept in unawares, turning 
the Grace, or Indulgence of Gop, in worldly 
Things, into Laſcivieuſneſs, and denying the only 
Loxp Gop, and our Saviour JEsUs CHRIST, 
carried by an Abuſe of Gop's Bounty into all 
Manner of Sin, and by Sin into total Infidelity. 
Theſe are Trees, at beſt bearing no Fruit, plucked 
up by the Roots and withered ; or loaded with ſuch 
as the Tempter did, and ſtill continues to recom - 
mend. Theſe are Murmurers and Complainers, 
walking after their own Luſts, which are never to 
be ſatisfied. Theſe are I/aves of the Sea, money 
out their own Shame, their own frothy Blaſphe- 
mies againſt 'Things they know not. Theſe are 
wandering Sters, twinkling here and there, and 
ſetting Fools agape at their unuſual and unſteady 
Motions. Theſe are they who ſeparate themſelves, 
having not the Spirit, who is one, and always 
makes one Body of every Set of Men under his 
Direction. To finiſh this prophetic Character 
and bring its Features ſtill clofer to the preſent 
Times, hear what the Divine Spirit ſaith by St. 
Paul. Know, that in the latter Days perilous 
Times ſhall come, for Men ſhall be Lovers of them- 
ſelves, delighting in their Pride and Luſts, covet- 
ous, proud, Blaſphemers, unthankful, unholy, un- 
. grateful to Gon, and unholy in themſelves, falſe 
Accuſers, equally vile in themſelves, and Viliti- 
ers of others; incontinent, fierce, and Deſpijers of 


thoſe that are good: given up to all Manner of 
Senſuality, 
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Senſuality, brutiſh to the reſt of Mankind, and 
particularly ſhewing the utmoſt Contempt for 
better Men than themſelves; Traitors, heady, 
high-minded, betraying the Cauſe of Gop by 
turning his Religion into Poiſon in the Minds 
of his poor ignorant People ; giddily running at- 
ter new Opinions; ſetting themſelves up as wiſer 
than other Men ; and often than the Penmen of 
the holy Scriptures; Lovers of Pleaſure more 
than Lovers of Gor, warmly hunting after their 
own worldly Deſigns, and even profeſſing a 
Coldneſs, which they call Moderation, for the 
Chriſtian Religion; having a Form of Godlineſs, 
but denying the Power thereof, talking in a high 
Strain of Morality, but running down Faith as 
weak and ſuperſtitious ; and acting as if they had 
not the Fear of Gop before their Eyes; ever 
learning, and never able to come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth; changing their Notions of 3 
every Day, and pleading, that Gap loves Va- 
riety in Religion, as if no on: Religion were bet- 
ter than another. From ſuch turn away, leſt lay- 
ing hold of your Pride by their own, they ſhould 
turn you away from Gop, who declares there is 
but one Faith, and from Chriſtian Humility. 
Whenever you hear them talking high of the 
Light of Nature, know, they are Intidels, and 
diſbelieve the Light of Revelation. Whenever 
you hear them running on in the Praiſe of Bene- 
volence, know that they uſe that Word, as it 
were to expreſs ſomething better than Chriſtian 
Charity, and have uſt then put on the Maſk, in 
which they mean to lead you aſide from the 
Word of Gop. In this they affect the angelic 
Garb, not more to gain your Confidence, than 
to ſet off their own Excellence. When you hear 
them railing at our Creeds as too obſcure to be 
underſtood or believed, or as the Works of mere 
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Men, though they themſelves are, and muſt be 
ſenſible, that every Tittle of thoſe Creeds is foun- 
ded on the plain and expreſs Words of Gop; 
know that they mean wholly to overthrow your 
Faith. When you hear them complain, that the 
Commandments are too hard to be kept, recol- 
lect and know, that they are repeating the 
very Words of the old Serpent to your Mo- 
ther Eve, When they promiſe you new Lights 
in regard to Religion, and to moral Good 
and Evil, as he did, know, that you ſhall indeed 
tafte the Pleaſures they promiſe you, and 
find your Eyes, and all your Senſes opened to the 
Epil that is to follow with a Vengeance. As 
true Chriſtians, you can know nothing but Good; 
as their Diſciples, you ſhall know Evil too, both 
temporal and eternal. 

| The Teachers I am warning you to be aware 
of, do (till pretend ſome Reverence for the Com- 
mandments of Gop, though they perſuade you 
to a good Life by hardly any Thing elſe, than 
their own Reaſonings and Reflections. They 
moraliſe indeed, as it is called, but ſeldom or ne- 
ver on the Principles of the Goſpel, or draw 
their Reaſonings from the Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith. This 1s preaching up themſelves, not 
| CayrisT Jgsus. The Commandments are in- 
deed holy, and pure, and good. They are the 
great Rules, by which we are to live now, and 
to be judged hereafter. But no Man follows a 
Rule of Action, without ſome Reaſon or Motive 
for ſo doing. Now the Reaſons or Motives to 
every Chriſtian for keeping the Commandments, 
and obeying Gop, are found in the Articles of 
our Faith, Our Creed is the very Life and Soul 
of the Commandments, But theſe Teachers af- 
ſet to treat the Articles of our Creed with 


Contempt ; ſeldom, or never dwell on thoſe Ar- 
ticles 
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ticles in their Diſcourſes, but give you their own 
feeble Reflections in favour of a regular Life, 
inſtead of them. Fools, I call them, as is evi- 
dent from the almoſt univerſal Corruption of 
Manners, and the horrible Growth of Wicked- 
neſs, which have ſpread _—_ us, ever ſince this 
unaffecting Manner of handling the Cauſe of 
chriſtian Virtue hath prevailed in theſe unhappy 
Kingdoms, The Fear and Love of Gop, with 
the Spirit of Piety, Devotion, Virtue, and even 
common Decency, forſook us, as faſt as we for- 
ſook our Faith, Let me, my dearly beloved 
in CHRIST, perſuade you to come back, to exa- 
mine your Creed, and the Word of Gop, that 
2 may clearly ſee what Streſs is laid on that 
aith, Conſider, without believing in Gop your 
Father, who made you, and the World for you, 
bow 1s it to be hoped, you, as his Child, ſhould 
love him, and ſerve him in keeping his Com- 
mandments? Without believing in Gop your 
Saviour, who died for you, how 1s it to be hop- 
ed, you ſhould love him, and keep his Com- 
mandments, the very Proof he requires of your 
Love? Without believing in Gop your — 
forter, how is it to be hoped you can keep the 
Commandments, ſince his great Purpoſe in deſ- 
cending on you is to enforce Obedience to thoſe 
Commandments? Without believing in a Judg- 
ment to come, and an Heaven or Hell to follow 
that Judgment, how can it be hoped, that you 
ſhould make theſe Commandments the Rule 
of your Life here, or feelingly conſider them as 
the Rules, whereby you are to be judged hereaf- 
ter? Are theſe Articles of your Faith to be 
kept out of Sight? Or what other Principles 
can ſerve inſtead of them to keep a Nature ſo 
corrupt and frail as yours within the Bounds of 
its Duty, and to a Senſe of its eternal Intereſt ? 
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The higheft Degrees of Fear, Gratitude, Love 
are here called forth with the Voice of Gop. 
All your Deſire of Happineſs, all your Horror of 
Miſery, both infinite and eternal, are here 
awaked by that Trumpet which ſhall raiſe the 
Dead. Hear it with the Ears of your Heart, 
and ariſe to a new Life; ſo ſhall you have your 
Share in the firſt Reſurrection. 1 * 

After ſo many repeated Warnings from our 
bleſſed Redeemer CRISTH and the Holy Ghoſt; 
after a Character and Picture, ſo plainly un- 
maſking the preſent Deceivers ; after, -by your 
own Experience, obſerving the horrible Flood 0 
Infidelity, of Corruption and Wickedneſs, 
ſtreaming from theſe Fountains of Vice and 
Confuſion, and ſweeping before it all Ranks of 

Men, in Pride, Luxury, Wantonneſs, Perjury, 
Iniquity, Oppreſſion; can you think of giving 
your Ears and Hearts to ſuch Deſtroyers? As 
they are bringing on themſelves fuwift Deſtruction; 
as they are ſoon utterly to periſh in their own Cor- 
ruption, whoſe Fudgment now of a long Time lin- 
gereth not ; and whoſe Damnaiion flumbereth not ; 
can you, if you join them, hope for a better Fate, 
than that of your Leaders ? Cage, my Son, ſaith 
Solomon, to hear the Inſlrufien, which cauſeth to err 
from the Words of Know!edge, namely, the Words 
of Gon. WWheſo deſpiſeth theſe Words, ſball he deſ- 
troyed ; but he that feareth the Commandment, ſhall 
be rewarded, 

The real Church of CryrisT is a Society, 
bound together by Love; but all Sectaries la- 


bour to divide the viſible Church into Aſſociati- 


ons, diſmembered and embittered by Hatred, 
which frequently, and in no ſmall Degree, affects 
the Peace and Truth of the real Church; out 
of which however there is no Salvation for him, 
o can read or hear the Word of Gop. Who- 

. ſoever 
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ſoever cuts himſelf off from this Church, cuts. 
himſelf off from ChRISsT its Head, and de- 
livers himſelf over to Satan, for the Deſtruction 
if the Fleſh; and if he do not, in Time, by 
Faith and Repentance, reſtore himſelf to the 
Communion. of CRHRISTH, for that of his Soul 
alſo. If any Man preach any other Goſpel unto ycu 
than that ye have received, let him be accurſed. 
And in cloſe Purſuance of this Admonition, 
given you. by. the Holy Spirit, if any Man pre- 
ſumes, publicly or privately, to teach you any 
Thing elſe, different from, or contrary to the: 
Goſpel,, which you have already received in the 
Word of Gor, let him be gccurſed. Aſſure 
'ourfelves, that whoſoever does ſo, is ſecretl 
the Enemy of CHRIST, and of your Souls. 
The Holy Spirit hath perfected the Goſpel of 
Gob, and hath leſt nothing for any Man to add,, 
to take away, or to change, how ſoever the GoD 
of this Nord hath blinded the Minds of them that. 
believe not, lefl the Light of the glorious Goſpel of | 
CHRIST, who tis the Image of F, ſhould ſbine 
unte them. Know, that he, who is here called 
the Gop of this World, in a ſevere RefleQion, 
on the Submiſhon of Mankind to him, is no, 
other, than the Devil ? | 
No Friend of Truth will:call 'me-uncharitable 
for the Harſhneſs of the Terms I uſe in ſpeaking. 
af theſe reprobate Deceivers,, when he finds, 
I take them from the Word of Gop himſelf, or. 
can ſo eaſily juſtify them by that Word, and by 
my Tenderueſs for the Safety of thoſe Souls [ 
am ſpeaking to. Vou would laugh at bim, who 
ſhould call it uncharitable to proceed with 
Thieves, Robbers, and Cut-throats, as the Laws 
2ppoint, that is to throw them into Dungeons, 
Joad them with Irons, expoſe them to public In- 
lamy in Trials, and hang them, when found 
guilty 3 nor can you juſtly ſay, he is uncharita- 
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ble, who, in a moſt afleQionate Regard for 
your Souls, points out to you tht Snares laid for 
ou by a far worſe Kind of Men, far worſe ſure- 
hs for when they pretend to preach up Chriſtia- 
nity, they labour only to corrupt and ſubvert its 
fundamental Principles in your Minds; they but 
ſpunge on ChRISH and your Property, making 
Merchandiſe of yaur Souls, and Havock of all your 
Hopes. Whether their Ways of Thinking are 
right or wrong, can this their Practice be right? 
Or can the Cauſe of Gop admit, or that of 
Truth require, the Aid of Impoſture, of Lies 
borrowed from the Devil? Was it ſo that 
CHRIS TH and his Apoſtles maintained the Cauſe 
of our Holy Religion againſt the perſecuting 
Power of Jett and Romans? Ought not the 
faithful Watchman to give Warning, when he 
ſees the Enemy ſecretly undermining the Foun— 
dations of CyRIsT's Church, and his Religion? 
When he ſees the Wolf, ſtealing through a 
Thicket to worry the Sheep? In ſuch a Caſe, 
his Dog, as I, if not a dumb Dog, ſhould bark 
aloud, be his Voice ever ſo ſharp and harſh. If 
our holy and moſt charitable Religion utterly ab- 
hors and forbids all Perſecution for it, more 
than againſt it, Common Senſe cannot therefore 
conclude, that its Defender is uncharitable, or 
a Perſecutor for unmaſking its Corruptors and 
Betrayers, and branding them on the Forehead 
with thoſe Names, they take ſo much Pains to 
deſerve; as there is no other Way to rouſe the 
unſuſpecting to a due Care of themſelves, It 
would be hard to ſay, that every Degree of Zeal 
for the worſt Purpoſe in the World is to be com- 
mended, nay, encouraged; and that Zeal for 

the Cauſe of CHRIS T ſhould be run down. 
I ſolemnly call Gop to witneſs, that it is againſt 
my Principles, my very Nature, to turn Accuſer, 
and 
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and to ſpeak of Mankind with this Severity; 
that I laſh not at theſe Teachers through Envy, 
becauſe many of them are more eſteemed, or 
placed higher in the Church than myſelf, who 
am therein ſtationed far above my Deſerts; nor 
through perſonal Spleen or Reſentment at any 
one of them; but purely through Abhorrence at 
their Diſſimulation, through an honeſt Zeal for 
the Truths of cur Holy Religion, and for the 
eternal Salvation of CHRIS T's plain and ſimple 
Members. Who dare cenſure this Zeal, and yet 
wink at the Treachery of thoſe, from whom I 
have endeavoured to tear the wool'en Cloathing ? 
But if they deſpiſe the imputed Righteouſnels of 
CurisT, and ſet up their own as better, which 
they all do, let them tell us, what is that boaſted 
Morality of theirs, by which they hope to be 
juſtified in the Sight of Gop? What is that 
Bill of Rights, whereby they bring him in as 
their Debtor, and challenge the heavenly Crown ? 


Is it their groſs Impoſition on the Church of 


CnRIST ? their ſhameleſs Prevarication, in Mat- 
ters of Religion, between Gop and his People, 
and all for mere woil ily Advancement ? Is this 
Chriſtian Humility ? Is this common Honelty ? 
What Sort of a Maſter muſt he be, that can al- 
low. this to paſs for Morality or Merit ? As 
to my own, perhaps unimportant Part in the Ex- 
poſure, above made, I again ſolemnly proteſt, 
there is nothing, next to my own Salvation, 
which I ſo ardently wiſh for, as to ſee the Flock 
of CHRIST, with its Guides, howſoever diffe- 
renced, brought back again to the Paſtures and 
Waters of the great Shepherd. To the Repair 
of his Temple, along with a large Contribution 
from himſelf, and his Holy Spirit, I have caſt in 
my Mite, and, I truſt in Gop, would gladly 
throw in my: Life, were it to add any Thing to 

the 
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the bleſſed Fund, or were it required by my Sa- 
viour. 

What is here ſaid, ſo far as it may be under- 
ſtood of infidel Preachers among thoſe who do 
not communicate with the eſtabliſhed Churches 
of Great Britain and Ireland, on account of 
their Falſehood between Gon and his People, is 
juſtly due to them; and indeed it is difficult 
to ſpeak of them in Terms too ſevere for their 
Practice, or your Warning, And yet theſe are 
far outdone by the Villainy and Hypocrify, now 
practiſed by many Preachers in our eflabliſhed 
Churches, where they cannot be admitted with- 
out ſubſcribing, and, ſolemnly declaring for, 
ſuch Creeds and Confeſſions of Faith, as flatly 
condemn the Principles they bring with them, 
and afterwards uſe their utmoſt Endeavours co- 
vertly to introduce among the People. Of all 
Sorts of Men theſe are certainly the worſt. All 
their Wealth, Pomp, and Splendour, built on 
the ſacrilegious Plunder of CHRIST's Church, 
cannot hide the Infamy of their molt horrible 

Atheiſm, Yes, Atheiſm, I inſiſt, for if they 
believed in Gop at all, they muſt fear to offend 
him with a Prevarication, ſo impious. What! 
in the Houſe of Gop ! almoſt daily to repeat the 
Creeds ! and the Invocations at the beginning of 
the Litany, and on their Knees! to his very 
Face ! to inſult him with Devotions, which 
they themſelves deteſt, and know he in them 
abhors! but how otherwiſe can they rob the 
Church of that Wealth, which is thus turned 
againſt Religion, and, as in other Robberies, 
tempts her Spoilers to murder the Poſſeſſor? 

As our Saviour joins together his Prophecies 
concerning the Deſtruction of Jeriſalem, and of 
the World, making the former, which was ſoon 
to happen, a Type of the latter, not yet come to 
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paſs ; in like Manner, the Apoſtles I have quoted, 
ſtriking at the Heretics of their own Time, 
ſtrike alſo at thoſe of ours, who do but revive 
the old Errors, vended in the primitive Ages, 
and under them, as lefs offenſive to you, endea- 
vour in vain to hide their own total Apoſtacy 
from CH#R18sT and his Religion, The better to 
conceal this, they compliment both with ſome 
honorary, but equivocal Titles, yet never preach * 
on the bleſſed Trinity, and fcarcely ever on the 
Satisfaction made by the Death of CHRIST for 
the Sins of Mankind, Theſe neceſſary Arti- 
cles of Faith they keep, as much as poſhble, out 
of your Sight and Hearing, that they may, at 
length, be forgotten, and loſt to your Attention, 
though on. them is built the whole Religion of 
CnR1sT, and all your reaſonable Hopes of Salva- 
tion. Alk your Common Senſe, whether, in actin 
thus by you, they ſhew themſelves to be hone 
Men. Aſk it alſo, whether there muſt not be 
ſome very important Meaning in theſe moſt ſo- 
lemn Words, bapti/e them in the Name Fl the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Gh, whereby CHRIST hath 
commanded all Chriitians to be admitted into 
his Church; and whether there is not both 
Meaning and Truth in theſe, that CHRISTH died 
for all Men; and then aſk it, what Sort of 
Chriſtian Teachers they are, who treat them as 
Gibberiſh, by a total ſilence, or as ſubjects _ 
whereupon they cannot ſpeak without diſcover. 
ing themſelves to their Hearers to be Infidels and 
Trickſters. Is he a Chriſtian Teacher, who ei- 
ther will not, or dare not, enforce, or even ſpeak, 
the Words of Cyr1sT to a Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion? or, who ſeeks Subſiſtence from you for 
thus dealing by you ? | 
Having thus laboured to ſet you on your guard 
againſt the falk Prophets and Teachers of the 
Times, 
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Times, let me now in a few Words, warn each 
of you to beware of a yet more dangerous De- 
ceiver, your own corrupted Heart, by which 
our enfeebled Underſtanding.is too often biaſ- 
ſed. All the cunning and wicked Powers of 
Earth and Hell can never endanger your Salvation, 
if you do not join them againſt yourſelf, If 
Goy is for you, who can ſtand againſt you? and 
moſt infallibly he will for ever be for you, unleſs 
you firſt forſake him and his Word, He will not 
force your Faith or Obedience ; but he will 
ſend his Holy Spirit ſo to aſſiſt you, as fully to 
counterbalance your natural inclination to Dit. 
belief and Sin, that you may become as free to 
chuſe Good or Evil, as Adam was before he fell. 
In a Word, his Strength will be ſufficient for you. 
Watch, watch, watch over yourlelf, over your 
. every Thought, Word, aud Action. Read, me- 

ditate, pray, and you will believe, Believe, and 
ou will obey. Have Gop always in your 
Thought. Have his final Judgment always in 
your Eyes, more eſpecially in Time of Tempta- 
tion, Be temperate in all Things, and keep the 
Body under. Know, that Gop is juſt, and fear 
to offend him, Know, that he is merciful and 

will forgive you for CHRIST's ſake, if you trul 
repent, and forſake your Sins, Study yourſelf 
and beware of yourſelf, as your moſt deadly 
Enemy, as that ſingle Enemy, who can undo 
you. As the Devil tempted CHRIST by Texts 
of Scripture, his artiul Agents, of whom you 
have ſufficient Warning in thole Scriptures, will 
even tempt you by miſapplied Texts, Anſwer 
them, as CHRIS TH did, by plainer Texts, and ſtay 
not to argue with them upon Interpretations, 
wherein they will be too cunnning for you, and 
impious enough to wreſt the Meaning of every 
Paſſage againſt their own Judgment ; for ſo they 
can 


1 


11 


can impoſe on your Simplicity, they diſregard 
all other Conſequences. The Devil could not 
hide himſelf from CHRIST, nor does it appear, 
that he ſo much as attempted it, for, as if he 
had been the real Gop of this World, he offered 
him all its Power and Glory. But they who 
will ſet themſelves to practiſe on your Weakneſs, 
muſt carefully conceal the Blackneſs of their 
Deſigns, in the Darkneſs they attempt to throw 
on you, leſt they ſhould give you an Alarm, 
and put you on your Guard. 'They will therefore 
come to you in Sheep's Cloathing, ſpeaking ſoft 
Words through Lips that cover their Teeth, 
But if you look attentively, you may ſee their 
Feet and Tail. Again, I ſay, watch and pray 
left you enter into Temp ation; but if you do enter, 
redouble your Vigilance, cry mightily to the Gop 
of your Salvation for Help, and fly out of the 
Net as faſt as you can. Loiter not, for Death 
eternal is there. As to quoting Scripture, this 
may be done by your Common Senſe to much 
better Purpoſe, than by the very little Stock of 
Learning the falſe Prophets are Maſters of, mix- 
ed, as it always 1s, with ten times as much Va- 
nity and bad Intentions ; becauſe you look for 
nothing in your Bibles, but neceſſary and faving 
Truths, which there ſtand forth in Lights, too 
clear to be miſunderſtood by ſuch Enquirers, 
The Holy Scriptures were written for you, pre— 
ferably to all the reſt of Mankind, preferably, I 
am ſure, to ſuch Men, as wiſh to deceive 
themſelves and their Hearers. Put on the whole 
Armour of Gob, that you may be able to land a- 
gainſi the Miles of the Devil, againſt the Rulers of 
the Darkneſs 2 this World, againſt ſpiritual 
Wickedneſs in high Places. That you may be able 
to and in the evil Day, and having done all, to 
fland. Stand therefore, having your Loins girt _ 
wil 
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with Truth, and having on the breafl-plate of 
Righteouſneſs, and your Feet ſbod with the Prepara- 
tion of the Goſpel of Peace , above all, taking the 
Shield of Faith, wherewith you ſhall be able to 
quench all the fiery Darts of the Micbed, and take 
the Helmet of Salvation and the Sword of the Spirit, 
which ts the Mord of Gop, praying always with all 
Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all Perſeverance, Thus ought the 
Chriſtian Soldier to be prepared to fight the good 
Fight of Faith under the Banner of CHkIsT, the 
Captain of his Salvatis1, againſt the approaching 
Enemy, of whom. the Watchman gives theſe 
Warnings. The ſame Trumpet, blown by 
CHrisr, and his Apoſtles, when the falſe Pro- 
phets of old attacked the true Religion, muſt 
now again be ſet to the Mouths of their faithful 
Followers. 

To conclude, every Day, more eſpecially the 
Lorp's Day, and ſome Time before and after 
receiving the LoRD's Supper, aſk theſe Queſ- 
tions of yourſelf, and take the Anſwers trom. 
your Common Senſe, and Conſcience, 

Do I know CHrIsT, and-his Religion? 

Is my Being to laſt for ever in extreme Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery ? | 

Is it better for me to be in Heaven, or Hell ?- 

W hich is the Way to Heaven ?- 

Which is the Way to Hell? 

Who can ſhow me both? 36 

Which Maſter ſhould I ſerve, Gop or the 
Devil; * 

Which of the two does my Conſcience tell 
me, I am ſerving? and in which of the Ways 


am I going. 


If a rich Man ſhould offer me my Choice of a 
Guinea, and a Shilling, which would I chuſe ? 


And bave 1 Common Senſe for a Matter of 
litt 


(4 


little Value, and not for God, for my Soul, for 
Heaven, and for Eternity ? 

Shall I not-then go back to the fuller, though 
ſhort Catechiſm, propoſed to me in this Appeal, 
and give my whole Head and Heart to it? 

Now the Gop of Peace, that brought again 
from the Dead the Lord IEs s, that great Shepherd 
of the Sheep, through the Blood of the everlaſting 
Covenant, make you perfect in every good Work to do 
his Will, working in you that which is pleaſing in his 
Sight, through Jesus CHRIsT, te whom be Glory 
for ever and ever. Amen, 


After finiſhing as well as J was able, the fore- 
going little Work, it may (and I wiſh it may) be 
obſerved, that I have appealed therein to 
« Common Senſe, not only as it is found in plain 
unlearned People, but alſo to ſo much of it as the 
Pride' of Philoſophy or human Refinements hath 
left ſtill remaining in thoſe who value them- 
ſelves on the more uncommon Degrees of Inven- 
tion, Penetration, and Knowledge. It is Com- 
mon Senſe, which is but another Expreſſion for 
Reaſon, whereby a plain Man is diſtinguiſhed 
from a Beaſt; and fure it is, if the Philoſopher 
or Refiner, particularly as to Religion, whereof 
Gop is undoubtedly, the ſole Teacher, loſes 
Sight of Common Senſe, he finks himſelf below 
the Rank of plain Men, and degenerates into a 
Beaſt, If he therefore ſhould vouchſafe to read 
my Appeal, let him conſider it as an Attempt 
(howſoever weak he may judge it) to lead him 
—_ C more maſterl; Way of thinking in the ſame 

rack, | 
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SEQUEL To THE APPEAL, 


1 John 2. 16, 17. 


« All that is in the World, the Luſt of 
«Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes, and 
„ the Pride of Life, is not of the Father, 
* but is of the World. — And the World 
C paſſeth away, and the Luſt thereof.“ 


N the foregoing Appeal, the Reader hath ſeen, 
1 that L or Deſire of fleſhly Pleaſure, was 
that Appetite, and Pride that Paſſion, into which 
the Enemy of Gop and Man tempted our: firſt 
Parents, and whereby he perſuaded them to be- 
lieve and truſt in himſelf, and to a Diſbelief in, 
and Rebellion againſt Gop; and whereby he hath 
led us all, more or leſs grievoully, into the ſame 
Sins, and into all our other Tranſgreſſions and 
Crimes. Not thinking it proper in the Courſe of 
that Work to dwell as largely on thoſe two dread- 
ful Subjects, and their Effects, as your Concern 
in them required, I ſhall aere endeavour to lay 
before you a few Conſiderations on each of. thoſe 
ſhockingly important Corruptions, to awaken you 
to a right Senſe of your Danger, or rather cer- 
tain Deſtruction, in laying your Hearts open to 

their Allurements, 
And 


( 139) 


And firſt, as to the Luſt of the Fleſh and of 
the Eyes, you ſee in the Words of the Holy 
Spirit, above quoted, that it is not of the Father, 
but of the World. No, from your heavenly 
FATHER, and from your Gop, nothing can pro- 
ceed, and nothing can by him be approved, but 
that which is innocent and pure, that which is 
holy and good. It is true, the mere animal Part 
of your Nature, which you partake with the 
Beaſt, which periſheth is his Work, as well as 
your Souls, which you have in common with his 

immortal Angels. But your brutal Part hath been 
ſo perverted and corrupted by the Devil, ſince 
you left the Hands of your Creator, that al- 
though you may gratify it in a certain Degree, 
made naturally neceſſary to every Man who ſo- 
journs in this World, yet there is no going be- 
yond the Bounds of this Degree, without Sin ; 
and though that Sin may, at firſt, not be of the 
moſt heinous Kind, it is however then hard for 
the poor weak Creature, Man, to ſtop ; nor can 
he, at all, aſſure himſelf, that he ſhall not ruſh 
forward to Crimes of the deepeſt die. Now un- 
der the Government of his brutal Fleſh, his co- 
vetous Eye, and the artful Devil, he hath no 
Power in himſelf to return, if the Rod of his 
Father do not whip him back into the Sheeptold 
of Moderation by Remorſe and Miſery, ten 
Times greater than all the Pleaſure he taſted in 
din. 

What however is the Pleaſure of Sin, though 
without Remorſe or Affliction to balance it? Fil- 
thy in itſelf, ſhared with the Swine, and of no 
Continuance ; purſued perhaps at great Expence 
of Fortune, Labour, Trouble, and probably at 
the Riſque of Character, Health, and Lite itſelf, 


This is the true Account of every Pleaſure in __ 
ceſs, 
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ceſs, that is every Pleaſure, not juſtified by our 
Regliion, | 

But then Remorſe and Affliction muſt follow 
it, as ſurely as your Shadow follows. your Body 
in the Sunſhine, You are but a Traveller and 
Pilgrim in this World, and muſt pay your over- 
charged Bill at every Inn for whatſoever you have 
called for. The Paſſage from Pain to Pleaſure 
is not more joyous, than the Paſſage from Plea- 
ſure to Pain is grievous. Lay your Account for 
this Scourge, as the very beſt Thing you can, 
in your Circumſtances deſire, and pray for it, be- 
cauſe, ſhould your Father give you, over to your- 
ſelf, and not force you back by Correction, your 
Jaunt of Pleaſure muſt end in Hell. In that hor- 
rible Place, with your Seducer for your Tor- 
mentor, you Will feel your own Folly in truſting 
the Father of Lies, rather than the Gop of 
Truth, as Eve did, to govern your Courſe of 
Life through your ſhort Journey in the former 
World. You choſe to be a Beaſt, a Swine, a 
Wolf, a Serpent, rather than a Man; and Gop, 
giving you up to your own Freedom of Choice, 
hath ſuffered you to become a Devil. Then this 
Doctrine here, repeated to you, than which there 
is none that the Religion of CHRIST utters with 
a louder Voice, ſhall moſt woefully upbraid you 


with its neglected Truth. You yourſelf, in 


Flames, muſt confeſs this, and juſtify your Judge 
in the Severity-of your Puniſhment. 

Indeed, had the true Religion been leſs alarm- 
ingly expreſs on the Subject, you could not have 
hoped, that a Soul, ſo drenched in Pollution, 
in that. Iniquity and Oppreſſion, which fed your 
Appetite of Pleaſure, could ever enter into the 
Preſence of Gop, or make one in a Company of 
Angels. -Even Nature corrupt as it is, and Rea- 
fon howſoever enfeebled, ſtart back at the 

| Thought, 
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Thought, and open an impaſſable Gulf between 
Abraham and you. Like to like muſt make the 
great Rule of Society in every World. Lambs 
and Tygers muſt no where be mixed. Much 
leſs muſt Angels and Devils have the ſame Place 
of abode. The good Chriſtian, in this Life of 
Trial, takes all the Care he can, not only t ds 
Tuſtice, to walk humbly with his God, to keep him- 
ſelf unſpotted from the World, and from ſuch Plea- 
ſures as are ſenſual and devilihh; but to improve 
his Heart and Soul in high and heavenly Medi- 
tations; to tranſport them in Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Acts of the moſt ardent Devotion ; to ſtudy 
with a deep Attention the infinite Proofs of 
Goodneſs, which his Father, Saviour, and Com- 
forter have afforded him, and then to diſſolve like 
Wax before this Fire, in Gratitude and Love to- 
wards Gop, and in Charity towards the human 
Image of Gop. This it is, to go upward through 
CuRlsr, the Way. This it is, to be like Gop ; 
and this is the Soul, thus trained, thus accuſ- 
tomed, thus exerciſed, which is dear to Gop, 
that can never poſſibly be ſeparated from Gop ; 
with ſuch as theſe, and none but ſuch as theſe, 
the Regions above are peopled ; and from theſe 
reſound, thoughout the Univerſe, the Songs © 
Moſes and the Lamb, great and marvellous are = 
IVarks, Lord Go ALMIGHTY ; juft and true 
are thy Mays, thou KING of Saints. 

What I have juſt ſaid leads us directly to the 
Conſideration of our Nature as compounded of 
a Soul and Body; of theſe the former, before 
our Fall into Corruption and Sin, had Power to 
govern the latter ; but that Corruption no ſooner 
took Place in us, than the Body with its Appe- 
tites and Paſſions, that is, the brutal Nature in 
Man, began to rebel againſt our Souls or our an- 
gelic Nature. Hence it is, that the Spirit luſteth 


againſt 
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againſt the Fleſh, and the Fleſh againſt the Spirit, 
and thefe twy are ſo contrary the one to the other, 
that Peace can never be recovered, but in a Con- 
queſt obtained by the Spirit. When the Spirit, 
aſſiſted by Religion, by a ſtrict Temperance in 
all Things, and at all Times, and ſometimes by 
Faſting and other Acts of Mortification, recom- 
mended to us by Chriſtianity, hath obtained this 
Victory, the whole Man then, and not till then, 
becomes a good Chriſtian, Then he hath Rea- 
ſon to build on the Promiſes of Gop, that, if 
he continues, through the Spirit to mortify the Deeds 
4 the Body, he ſhall live in the Spirit alone, and 
ive for ever. But ſhould the Fleſh overcome 
the Spirit, the whole Man is undone to all Eter- 
nity. Feed not your Fleſh then, for as it riſes, 
the Spirit finks ; but deny Bug tate up your 
Croſs, and follow CHRIST. Suffer not a Moment 
of ſenſual Pleaſure to paſs upon you for Happi- 
neſs, which cannot poſſibly be found in this Place 
and State of Trial. No, the Way to it is above 
to the wiſe ; and it is in fleſhly Pleaſure, as in a 
Bait, that your Enemy hides his Hook. 

In the ſecond Place, the Pride of Life is not 
of the Father, but of the World. Pride we 
know, had a Father, but that Father was the 
Devil, who, too proud for Obedience in Heaven, 
where it was ſo infinitely ſweet and honourable, 
as the firſt and greateſt Fool, broke out into Re- 
bellion againſt the Almighty. Infinite Goodneſs, 
poured upon him in a Meaſure, far above all hu- 
man Comprehenſion, initead of binding him in 
the golden Chains of Gratitude, ferved only to 
ſwell him with Haughtineſs. It was in vain to 
ſay to him, as the Holy Spirit faith to each of 
mus, under the Temptations of this Rebel, ho 
hath made thee to differ from another? and what 
haſt thou that thou didft not receive? Now if _ 

did/! 


Thing his haughty Relations wiſh for, that you 
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diaſt receive it, why deft thou glory as if thou didſi 
not receive it £ And what great Matter is it that 
you, a Man, have received? Why, a weak Body, 
and a weaker Mind ; at mot, a very little Know- 
ledge, only juſt enough to diſtinguiſh you from a 


Beaſt; a little Strength, a little Beauty, a little world= 


ly Subſtance; all begged, borrowed, ſtolen or plun- 
dered from one weaker or more ſtupid than your- 
ſelf ; at beſt but lent you by Providence for a very 
ſhort Space of Time, to be repaid and account- 
ed for toa Maſter, on whom your low Cunning 
cannot impoſe, There is ſurely no Room to glo- 
ry in that, whereof another Man, and he after 
all, but a ſorry Sort of Man, poſſeſſes ten Times 
more than you. Your Troubles, your Sick- 
neſſes, your Death, but above all, your Follies, 
your Sins, your Conſcience, are more than enough 
to keep down your Vanity, and humble you to 
your original Duſt, What a Number of Vermin 
crawl upon your Skin, if you are not careful per- 
petually to waſh off the natural Filth which it 
throws out! What a Variety of Worms bur- 
rough in your Bowels, and bore their Way to 
your Death, like Butchers, to prepare you for 
others in the Grave at laſt! The Poet finely 
ſays, 


Theſe little Epicures have Kings 
To ſwell their Bill of Fare. 


And now we ſpeak of Kings, if there is any 
dead Prince or Lord, laid out in State near your 
Place of Abode, let me beg you would go and 
look at him. That you ſhould, is the very 


may ſtupidly admire his Greatneſs and theirs, 
But I would ſend you thither for a very different 
Purpoſe. If there is ſome Degree of Fierceneſs 


in 
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in his Countenance, it is only the Work of 
Death. Fear him not now. His Power to hurt or 
oppreſs is at an End. Look ſteadily at him, and 
remember, that is the Thing, which a few Days 
ago, lived in a Palace, rolled about in a gilded 
Coach, was attended by a Number of Servants 
in ſplendid Liveries, and blown up to a monſtrous 
Size by as many Flatterers. That is the Thing, 
out of whoſe Way, in the Streets, or on the 
Highroad, you fled like a frighted Hare, leſt his 
Horſes and Carriage ſhould cruſh you to Death 
as a mere Worm. And what is he now ? Let 
your Eyes and Noſe tell you, that all in him you 
ſo feared, envied, admired, now differs not from 
rhe Dirt on your Shoe, but in a-much more of- 
fenſive Smell, which all the Perfumes, where- 
with he is ſurrounded, cannot ſufficiently qua- 
lify. 

| Bo not aſk, why I recommend this Sight to 
ou. Such as he is, ſuch muſt you be in a little 
Time. His great Phyſicians, and all his Fees, 
could not fave him from this Condition, in which 
you fee him. You cannot reaſonably hope for 
more, or even ſo much, from yours. Humility 
is the happy Effect I would produce in you by 
this Sight. If he forgot, that he had nothing 
which he did not receive, he was a Fool ; but 
you muſt be a greater Fool, if, with ſo few, and 
ſo ſmall Things as you have received, you ſhould 
be puffed up like him, ſo as to forget the Gop, 
who gave them to you, and the Death that ſhall 
take them from you. What then is that Pride 
of Life, which is not of the Father, but of the 
World, to you? It is but the Air that ſwells a 
Bladder, without making it really larger than it 
is in itſelf, Neither the dead Prince, nor you, 
nor any Man in this World, ever poſſeſſed the 


ſmalleſt Matter of his own. Your Soul, your 
| Body, 
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Body, yout Life, your very Being, do not belong ts 
you; much leſs, your Food, Rayment, &c. All 
are lent you, and muſt be accounted for to Gor, 
the flole Proprietor. With Fear, Trembling, and 
Vigilance therefore take Care of the Soul, Body, 
and Life, which your Maker hath entruſted you 
with, Put not on your Cloaths, till you have 
thanked Gop for them ; and if they are new or 
fine, do not ſtrut in them, for they are not your 
own. Do not eat or drink without thankin 
Gop for your Food, nor value yourſelf, if you 
have it in Plenty, on what you impart to your - 
Friends and the Poor, for it is not your own, If 
you have more Underſtanding, Power, or Piety, 
than your Neighbour, Child, or Servant, wrap 
not your Talents in a Napkin, much leſs lay them 
out on your Intemperance and Pride in the Ser- 
vice of the Devil, but honeſtly and diligently 
trade on them for your Maſter, as one that knows, 
they are his, not yours. 5 
Gop knew you too well to be truſted with 

much, and therefore hath lent you but a little. 
Your Underſtanding is a poor weak Thing. 
Your Body is little and feeble. Your worldly 
Means are ſcanty. It theſe do not humble you, 
what do you think of your Sins ? You fear and 
iremble at the Senſe of theſe ; how then can you 
be high minded ? How can you bluſh for your 
Follies, and yet face the World with an aflired 
Countenance, and a ſtiff Neck? If there is one 
lower in the World, as to any of the above Par- 
ticulars, do not ſwell on the Compariſon, nor ſet 
up to lord it over him ; but rather conſider, how 
many there are far above you in every Reſpect; 
and that nevertheleſs, high as they are, if com- 
pared with you, they are but poor Creatures, 
poor, toolith, mortal, if not wicked. 
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If many of them are proud and wicked, con- 
ſider, that nat many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, net 
many. mighty, not many noble are called into the 
Service of Gop, and that of thoſe who are, 
there are but few, who hear and obey the Call. 
Conſider too, that they hall perifh for ever like 
their own Dung. The Loxp hath-gratified them 
in ſetting them in ſlippery Places, from whence 
they ate ſoon caſt down. Here for a while, they 
make a pompous Figure ; and it is one of your 
molt fooliſh and dangerous Weakneſſes, that you 
are too apt to envy that Figure, and to wiſh you 
could ſhine away as they do. So far you are go- 
verned by the Pride of Life, and conformed to this 
World, which, together with all its Pomps and 
Vanities, you ſolemnly vowed to renounce, when 
took a new Name in CHRIST, and gave in 
that Name to his Church. It is not through 
the Eye of Faith you gaze at and admire the emp- 
ty Show, made by Riches and Pride in this 
World. No, you fee this only with a carnal 
Eye, that Eye, which ſeeing ſeeth not. However, 
if you have the leaſt Tincture of even worldly 
Wiſdom, if you have but a little Common Senſe, 

do not aim at Figure, till you can afford it. 
But in a lower Degree, and at a cheaper Rate, 
ou think you may be a Man of ſome Figure. 
wer Degree | What is Pride good for, if it can 
put up with this? Indeed it never can. An 
higher, and an higher Degree muſt for ever be 
aimed at, for ever ſtruggled for, till the higheſt 
is arrived at. Pride knows no Bounds, can bear 
no Inferiority. Cheaper ! can that be cheap, for 
which the Soul is paid, and Heaven fold ? As 
nothing in Man is more pleaſing to Gon, than 
Humility ; ſo nothing is ſo odious to him as Pride, 
becauſe it was the tirſt Sin, the peculiar- Sin of 
the 
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the Devil. 4 Man's Pride, faith GoD, Hall 
bring bim law. Pride goeth before Deſtruction. 
He that humbleth _ "fs ſhall be exalted, and he that 
exalteth bimfelf,, ball be abaſed. Vet you with to 
riſe in the Eye of the World, not by true Wiſdom 
and good Deeds; but by Wealth howſoever'ac- 
quired ; by its Appearance, when you have it not ; 


and by the outward Figure and Faſhion of a Fool 


in the Rank above you. Faſhion ! what can a 
Chriſtian have to do with it, who is commanded 
not to be conformed to this World? Do you not 
know, that the Leue of Money is the Rost of all 
Evil ; that Faſhion is the Weed which ſprings 


from this Root; that Figure and Flouriſh are its 
Leaves; apd Death Eternal its Fruit ? There is 


nothing ſo ridiculous, ſo contemptible in the Eyes 
of this World's little Grrandees, as a poor Man 
ſetting up for the Faſhion 3 nothing ſo hateful 
and deſpicable in the Sight of Gop. Does not 
this Sort of Pride therefore go before a Fall, as 


well here, as hereafter ? Yes, and the higher it 


is raiſed, the deeper is its Fall into that Pit, which 
hath no Bottom. You know, God made you after 
his own Image; do not then ſuffer the Devil to 
faſhion you into an Image of himſelf. Let me 
point out to you that wiſe Ambition, which 
building, higher than Babel, even up to Heaven, 
digs deep in the Rock of Humility for a Founda- 
tion. There is your abiding Place, and there you 
may be truly great; but as to this lower World, 
it paſſeth away and the Lu ſl thereof, There is in- 
deed in this Place of Vanity and Vexation nothing 
that you ſhould much defire, or value yourſelf 
upon, were it the Will of Providence, that you 
ſhould obtain it, which it n:ver can be, till that 
Providence, in its Anger at your Jolly and Pride, 
gives you up to yourſelf, 
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To conclude, what are you, enſlaved to the 
Luſts of the Fleſh and Eyes, and the Pride of 
Life, but a foul Dunghill, corrupted and bloated 
with both bodily and ſpiritual Stench, wherein 
every Thing abominable and poifonous is hatched 
and fed, Satyrs, Hydras, Gorgans, Chimeras, 
Dragons, Griffins, Goblins, crawling through- 
out your wild Imagination, your diffolute Heart, 
your abandoned Soul; and ſpreading Infidelity, 
Vice, Death, and Damnation, wherever they 
move. Can ſuch a Monſter go to Heaven ?— No, 
even this World ſpues him out as a Diſgrace to 
the Earth, into that Sink where the ſtinking 
Offscourings of the moral World, with all their 
Maggots, are gathered. Labour therefore, in 
Time, to purify yourſelf from all Filtbineſi of Flesh 
and Spirit, and to humble yourſelf under the mighty 
Hand of God, ſince you ſee what mult; inevitably 
be the End of the Unclean, and the Proud. To 
this Work may the Gop of all Power and Good- 
neſs open your Eyes, and in this may he help 
you, for the Sake of CHRIsT JESUS. 
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1 T TOW weak and low are theſe my Strains! 
How feebly. burns my Fire 
How little. of m J * remains! 
My. Heart ! what, nothing higher! 
2 An hobbling Verſe, and a forc'd * 
With Sentiments ſo faint, 
Ill ſuit a Subject, ſo ſublime, 
And ſeem to ſpeak Conſtraint. 
3 Is this the Offering, O my Soul, 
Which thou to Gop haſt brought 
For pardon'd Sin, and oin fo foul, 
In Word, in Deed, in Thought! ? 
G 3. 4 For. 
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4 For Hell eſcap'd and Heaven acquir'd . 
By CHnRisT's atoning Blood, 
How tſhou'd a grateful Heart be rd 
But mine is drench*d in Mug. 
5 O why is higher Genius given 
| To War and lawleſs hc | 
Than to the Praiſe of Gop and Heaven, 
Of Gop, all Praiſe above ? of 
6 Is this the Numbneſs of old Age, 
Or Piety declin'd? _. 5 
That damps in me the Poet's Rage, 
And thus unnerves my Mind! 
7 In Soil exhauſted as I ſow, 
And late, what can accrue, 
But Grain unripe, reap'd under Snow, 
ö Like that of Eighty-two? + 
8 The Gleanings of my meagre Field, 
You ſee too cloſely reap'd ; 
Alas how little could it yield, 
| When only theſe eſcap'd ! : 
9 Or hath my Gon from me withdrawn 
That Gratitude and Zeal, 
Even thoſe, which warm'd my early Dawn ! 
Both, Reader, I bewail. | 
10 O turn not thou a Critic then, 
Nor vilify theſe Lays, 
But, add thy Spirit to my Pen, 
Thy Gop, and mine to praiſe. 
11 I ſeek his Glory, not my own, | 
Nor catch at thy Applauſe ; 
For my own Sins, and thine, I groan— 
Groan thou too, there is Cauſe. 
12 Thus cenſur'd by yourſelf, you cry, 
Pray, why then publiſh theſe ? 


+ The Harveſt in 1782, was the lateſt ever 
known in Great Britain and Ireland. ; _ 
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The low I cenſure, not the high, 
he Bruſh-wood, not the Trees. 
33 But if a ſpreading Oak ſhall crown / 
The Shrubs that under grow, | 
Why then deſire to cut it down, 
When theſe begin to blow? 
14 Our lowly Efforts, when we ſing 
On ſuch exalted Themes, | 
May, Moth-like, riſe on feeble Wing, 
And higher ſoar in Flames. 
+5 In human Bodies, ſmaller Parts 
We ſee with greater join'd, 
The Fingers, Toes, and ſometimes Warts, 
With Arms and Legs combined 
16 Are you a Chriſtian ? you will here 
2 to cenſure find; * 4. 
But cenſure rather with a Tear, 
Than a diſdainful Mind. 
17 But if an irreligious Heart 
You bring to this Review, 
Your Taſte, your Judgment, and your Art 
Have nothing here io do, 
18 For Gop and Candour, far too vain, 
Avaunt from Things like theſe, 
Go, kindle in a Song profane z + 
At Hymns you can but freeze, 
19 The Writer bluſhes at your Praiſe, 
For Praiſe your Satire takes, 
This crowns him with poetic Bays, 
That (wills him thro” a Jakes. 
20 All Praiſe from him who merits none, 
Is ſhameleſs want of Senſe 
Or, if by Views of Service won, 
Is Obloquy propenſe. 
21 This Sort of Pra iſe unbought I ſeize, 
And for Applauſe aſſume ; _ 
Nay, ſeize it as the trueſt Praiſe, _ 


And wear it as my Plume. 
„ THE 
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The black Review, from firſt to laſt, 
With Guilt all crowded lies, 
2 When on the Time to come I pore; 
he louring Proſpect ſhews 
A dreadful Sea without a Shore, 
A Sea of Fear and Woes, 


3 Behold, even now the Storm begins, 


The ſwelling Billows riſe, 
And gathering Pury from my Sins, 
And from the angry Skies, 
4 Thro' Terrors not to be expreſt, 
My troubled Soul they drive, 


Of Hope, of. Comfort, and of Reſt, 


My anxious Heart deprive. 


5 Oppreſs'd by Fear, by Hope betrayed, 


*Tis vain to ſtand or fly. 
For Life unfit; of Death af/aid, 
I muſt, but dare not, die. 
6 From Gov's all-ſeeing Eyes to hide, 
| Or ſkreen me from his View, 
'Tis vain in Darkneſs to confide, 
He looks my Conſcience through. 


1 XAT HEN backward on my Adions paſt 
: I turn my mournful Eyes, 


7 If 
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5 If at the Centre of the Globe 
I make my ſleepleſs Bed, 
And draw the Mountains like a Robe, . 
Around. my guilty Head; 
3 Tranſparent to rn Sight, 
The dark and ſolid: Maſs: 
From all Sides drinks the conſcious Light; 
_ "The 8 is Glaſs. 
If by gay Company I try 
: 322 Pain t' 3 
Or to my Conſcience Wine apply, 
To cool its burning Rage; 

10 Suſpended for a Time, the Fire 
With fiercer Fury burns; | 
The-Laſh drawn. back; and lifted higl e; 

With double Force returns. 
11 If to Philoſophy l run, 
My Conſcience to appeaſe, 
By Thought, alas! I am undone, , | 
And Reaſon's my Diſeaſe. b 
12 Reaſon apart, I had not known, 
Theſe conſcientious FThroes; 
Yet Reaſon, for its Wounds, alone; 
No Cure, no Balſam knows. 
13 If on Repentance I rely, 
Reſolvꝰ d. to fin no more, 
This no Atonement can ſupphy, 
Nor quit my former Score. 
14 Thus by my guilty ſelf o'erthrown 
Tormented and betray'd, ; þ 
I feel no Succour of my own, , 
Nor Hope of Foreign Aid. | 
15 Well-nigh diſtracted with my Eears, - 
And almoſt wild with Woe 
To cleanſe, or cool my Soul, theſe Tears 
In fruitleſs Torrents flow. 
16 In this Diſtreſs, to thee for Aid 
My Saviour, I repair; 


G3, Thy 
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Thy Wounds my helpleſs Cauſe ſhall plead, 
And hide me from Deſpair. 
17 There, bleſſed Saviour, take me in, 
__, There ſafely let me lie, 
Till thou haſt purg'd my Soul from Sin, 
And Vengeance paſſes by. 
18 Thou didft not for the Righteous fall, 
Thou Saviour of Mankind: 
Oh no, it was for me, and all, 
Like me, corrupt and blind. 
19 To the bright Beams of Faith in thee 
J lift my weeping Eyes; 
My wretched State with Pity ſee ; 
* Hear, and enforce my Cries. 
20 Waſh me, O waſh me in that Tide, 
| Which from thy Wounds did flow 
The Bolt of Juſtice turn aſide, | 
_ And ſhield me from its Blow. 
21 Guilt arreſts my ' timid Prayer 
57 rom the celeſtial Throne; 22 
Be thou my Interceſſor there, 
| And for that Guilt atone. 
22 Then Wrath and Juſtice, thus appeas'd, 
And Room for Meroy given, | 
My Soul may live, and Gop be prais'd 
For a new Joy in Heaven. 
23 Methinks to mitigate the Laws, 
Thro' Faith I fee thee riſe ; 
I ſee Damnation in my Cauſe, 
Salvation in thy Lye. | a 
24 I hear thee plead my Faith, my Prayers, 
My penitential Tears; 
This Plea, alas! Proportion bears, 
Nor to my Guilt, nor Fears. | 
25 But this imperfeCt Plea to aid, 04 
Thy Wounds I fee thee ſhew; , 
Thoſe Wounds that for my Ranſom paid 
From endleſs Chains below. 


26 This 
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26 Th's Juſtice of its Wrath diſarms; 
This Mercy (ets at Jarge ; 
This diſſipates my dire Alarms; 
This Conſcience, clears thy Charge, 
27 O with what Extacy, what Biß, 
I hear the loud Acclaim 
Of Angels, who adore for this, 
My Gop, thy glorious Name, | 
28 Since Heaven, my Soul, vouchſafes to make 
Thy Happineſs its own;  _ 
Since Hallelujahs, for thy Sake, 
Salute th' eternal Throne; 
29 Re-echo to the World below 
The joyful Song of Loye : 
What thou haſt felt let Sinners know,, 
'That Mercy reigns above, 1 
30 To Tranſport, O my Go, like mine, 
No Words can give a Dreſs; | 
Goodneſs and Tendernels like thine,. 
No Tranſport can exprels. — 
zr Above all Heights thy Mercies foar,, © 
Beneath all Depths they ſound;  . _ 
They firetch where Time and Place no more 
Afford or End, or Bound. 6 
32 O for the Trumpet which ſhall ſhake 
The ſtill and ſilent Tomb, 
And all Mankind, at once awake 
To their eternal Doom! 
33 Tho this to ſuch as ſſeep in Sin, 
I'd roar my late Alarms; 
Or try deſpairing Souls to win, 
By ſounding Mercy's Charms. 
34 And as the higheſt Pitch of Praiſe, 
lo which my Thanks cou'd fly, 
Its very loudeſt Sounds F'd raiſe, 
| And thus thoſe Sounds apply: 
35 Altho' the Sins that preſs'd my Head, 
Were all as Mountains great, | 
Countleſs 
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Countleſs as Duſt, as Scarlet red, 
And my Repentance late; 
36 Yet even to me, when Hopes were paſt, 
Goy's Holy Spirit lent | 
Grace to return, and at the laſt 
; Sincerely to repent, _ 
37 Altho' my Saviour's Laws I broke, 
And on his Precepts trod. 
His Blood redeem'd me from the Stroke 
By Of an avenging Gop. | | 
38 Juſtice appeas'd, the Father gave 
. Sweet Mercy Leave to reign ; | 
From Hell he ſnatch'd me, and the Grave, 
While Fiends accus'd in vain; 
39 Snatchd me with. his all-gracious Hand. 
| From Hell's devouring Flames, 
And ſet me a juſt kindled Brand, 
Midſt Eden's flow'ry Streams. 
40 Here by the Tree of Life I grow, 
And firmly ſtriking Root, 
My Bloſſoms now begin to blow, 
| And promiſe wholſome Fruit. 
41 Hoſannah to the Trinity, 
W hoſe Glory as of old, 
So ever Joudly let it be 
By Men and Angels told. 
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FEAR AN D HOPE. 
II. 


1; * Gon is gracious, ane I'm vils ; 3, 
But as I Sin deplore, 
e 


rhaps on me he yet may ſmile 
He ſmiles — and I adore. 
2 Thro' blended Tears of Joy and Woe 
Let me behold: his Face, 
And let thoſe Tears in Forrents flow, 
That flow from Spritigs- of Grace. 
3. Water'd by Tears, and warm'd: by Joy, 
A Gratitude takes Root, 
Which no Hearts Winter ſhall N 
In Bloſſom, or in Fruit. | 
4 It thous O Lox, ſhalt deign to ſhine- 


7 pted Earth, 
A * ul Harveſt, whol thine, 


From thence ſhall take its Births. 
5 Break up, O Loxp, my fallow Ground; 
Send in the Plough and Spade; 
O fence me ſtrongly round and round, 
Leſt Beaſts und Fiends invade, 
6 Pluck from my Heart the noxious Weeds, 
Which now. the Soil diſgrace ;. 
O ſow therein thy wholeſome Seeds, 
And give the wiſh'd encreaſe.. 
7 Let Mercy warm the tender Root 
Of that which thou haſt ſown, 
That Hope m oy the new Fruit, 
Till to full Ripeneſs grown. 


8 And For as my Heart hath been, 
o Thee and Goodneſs dead, 


Thy 
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Th Hand there felt, and not unten, 
A plenteous Crop ſhall ſpread.— 
9 This known among thy Huſbandmen, 
Shall Induſtry perſuade, 
Even where the Thicket or the Fen 
— Forbad the Plough and Spade. 
10 Urge thou, O LoRp, while I ſtand fair, 
Thy penetrating Dart, 
And drive but drive not to Deſpair 
A ſelf- dejected Heart. 5 
11 I tremble on the Verge of Time, 
On doubting Biltows toſt; 
Is either Hope, or Fear, a Crime ? 
Na, or I'm doubly loſt, 
12 Yet how can hope of Glory dwell, 
Where Sin ſo long hath 7 elt 1 
How dare I feel the Dread of Hell, 
Since CHRIST ia me is felt? 
13 O when ſhall this Contention ceaſe; 
Of Hope and Fear this Strife * 
When hall [taſte internal Peace; 
Sweet Peace, the Life of Life ? 
14 Let Hope in Thee, O Lord, prevail 
My drooping Soul to cheer; ; 
Let no new Doubts that Hope aſſail, 
| Nor aggravate my Fear, 
15 My Hopes, reſounded to thy Flock, 
” Shall Courage give to all, 
Who building high on thee their Rock, 
Shall dread no future Fall. 
16 From al the Depths of Sin and Fear 
Repentant I aſcend; - 
_ By ſtrong-wing d Faith, and thro” hy Tears 
My God, to thee I tend. 
-17 Among Men David bears the Mark 
of a moſt Godlike Mind; 
A Mind inſpir'd, and yet fo dark * 
| So Wile, and yet * blind! 
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18 O Son of 7, great and good ! 
To Paſhon what a Thrall! 
How ſunk in Luft, in Fraud, in Blood! 
From Gop how great a Fall ! 
19 Who ſlew the poor Man's fingle Lamb, 
When he had Sheep in ſtore ; 
Himſelf and Viſitor to cram ?— 
David did this, and more. 
20 Tho' he had Hundreds of his own, 
Debauch'd Uriab's Wife ; 
* Huſband of that one Wife alone, 
And took Uvriah's Life. 
21 By Pleaſure fell, by Trouble roſe, 
His only Way to riſe, 
We Fools, who lawleſs Pleaſure choſe, 
| By Trouble may grow wile, 
22 Preſume not Man, for David fell, 
| Caught in Satanick Snare; 
But roſe again from Sin and Hell, 
That no Man ny deſpair ; * 
23 Who teaches me myſelf to know, 
My Fhread of Life to ſpan; 
So ſhort, ſo weak, ſo coarſe, ſo low? 
Thou, David. art the Man. 
24 Thro* gloomy Guik, to chearful Hope, 
What ſafe Conductor can 
Teach me the natrow Path to grove ? - - 
| Thou, David, art the Man. 
25 We ſhudder at Uriah's Wife 
No leſs than at his Blood, 
And wemble at the mortal Strife, ; 
That reign'd among thy Brood, 
26 Both baneful Fruits, and w oiſome Weeds, 
In Life's impartial Field, © 
Can propagate alike their Seeds, 
Alike their Produce yield. 


* This Thought! is borronned frm Biſhop Hall. 
| 27 The 


— — 


0 160 


27 The Man who thinks he ſtands upright: 


On firm and evan Ground, \ 
Should not depend on his own might, 
In David teeble found.. | 
28 For his too ſtrong and-deadly Foe, 
Within him, or without. 
His Reſolution,, may o'erthrow,. 
His Confidence may rout. 
29 Therefore let him to Gop alone 
Look up for Strength to ſtand; 
He won't. ſecurely truſt. his own, 
If he his own hath ſcann'd. 
30 From Depths profound; where now I lie 
Beneath thy wrathful Rod, 
O ſee my Anguiſh, hear my Cry, 
My Saviour and my Gop. 


31 To whelm my Soul, Deep calls on Deeps, 


Which o'er my guilty. Head 
In unreſtſted Surges ſweep 
Of Sin, Remorſe, and Dread. 
32 Far better Deeps thoſe. Fears diſmils, . 
2 Which on my Spirits prey; 
Thy Blood, of Mercy that Abyſs, 
| Shall ſweep my Fears away. 
33 Here, all in Raptures will I dive, 
Till Faith .ſhall Pardon find; 
Here will die, and here revive 
In a regenerate Mind. 
34 Purg'd in this Laver, Loxp, I claim 
Thy Mercy, and thy Peace; 
From JesUs now I take my Name, 
And my new Life of Grace. 
35 If Lam ſav'd, who can be Joſt ? -. 
Who's wieked, if I'm good? 
Yet ſav'd I am at the high Coſt 
Of thy atoning Blood. ; 
30 For my poor wand'ring Soul, thus found, 
Loud Halletvjahs riſe, 


% 


And 
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And in the Song of Angels ſound 
Thy Praiſes, and their Joys. 
37 Peace on Remorſe, that thorny Tree, 
Like wholeſome Fruit is hung; 
Happy the Man, by this ſet free, 
Tho' not by this unſtung. | 
35 Deep in my Soul it's Point I feel; 
By Conſeience driven in; 
Keener, yet better fas than Steel, 
It wounds to let out Sin. 
39 From me of Vice remove the Stench, 
- My God, in whom I truſt; 
In me the Fire ſulphureous quenen; 
Of Pride, of Wrath, of Luſt, 
40 Of Riches, and vain Glory, Lonp, 
Thoſe Springs of Guilt and Shame, 
To Virtue, kindled by thy Word, 
Shall dart a purer Flame. 
41 My Virtues ſhall thy Glory raiſe, 
Who ſow'd in me their Seeds; 
My Vices too ſhall ſpeak thy Praiſe, 
My bad, but pardon'd Deeds. 
42 By Sin, thy Mercies, Logo, are known, 
(How greatly both abound !) 
And til] the greater that is grown, 
The greater theſe are found. 
43 Illumin'd, Lon, let me convey,, 
To. Souls benighted here, 
Of thy own Light and Love a Ray, 
| his clouded Sphere to.cheer.. 
44, Father of Peace, of Love, of. Light,. 
Diffus'd around fo far, | 
Let me but twinkle thro? this, Night, 
| A ſecondary Star.. | | 
45 Waſh me, O Jzsus, in thy Blood, 
From every Stain of Sin, | 
And in thy Goodneſs ſhew me good, 
All vile as I have been. BID, 
46 Toucki 
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456 Touch me, O chou eternal 1 | 


And fan, me with'thy Wi 
So ſhall I glow with heavenly: 1 ove,” 
And like a Seraph ſing. 
47 Accept this Lay, the' not as bart 
Of the celeſtial Strain 
Vet as its Echo from a Heart, 
That . w ſings with Pain. 
48 Yes, Pain I feel, even while I ſiog, 
And tremble on each Note; 
The of Sin's returning Sting 
Gives Hoarſeneſs to my Throat: * 
49 Yet, if I cannot Muſic make, 
I'll make a zoyful Noiſe; © © 
For Muſic, Gop this Noiſe will wake, 
Eee in r Joys. | 


EVENING AELUSIVE. 


III. 
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Y Spirits ſink ! there i is no Way, 
'M No Way, at leaſt, that I can find, 
orth from this Darkneſs and Diſmay, 
A Darkneſs felt throughout my Mind. 
2 Why tremble, O my Soul, why ſhrink ? 
Why ſhiver at approaching Night ? 
. Which but preſents the balmy Brink 
Of Reſt, not Terror, to thy Sight ? 


3 Ah, 
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3 Ah, Night ! and Reſt! is this not Death, 
W hich chills my refluent 'Tide of Blood, 
Suſpends the Spring of Life, my Breath, 
And hides from me all View of good? 

4 Tis Death—one Worm already hangs 
Upon my Fleſn; another brings 
To my poor Soul bis dreadful A 
His Tail envenom'd, and his Stings. 

5 Ha! are not thoſe the Dragon's Claws ? 

And, tell me, is not this his Home ? 
Methinks I hear him grind his Jaws? 
Methinks I fee him churn his Foam |! 

6 Thy Shield and Spear, O CaurisT, impart 
And let me clearly ſee my Foe; 

Add Courage to my daſtard Heart; 
Add thy own Vigour to my Blow. 
7 Why prey on me, thou conſcious Beaſt ? 
Art thou not glutted with that / Tide, 
Which made for thee a Drunkard's Feaſt 
In Jesv's wounded Limbs and Side? 

8 Avaunt thou Worm, my Debt is paid, 
My very Conſcience now ſtands clear : 

O Death, of thee I'm not afraid; 
What then is left that I ſhould fear? 

9 Altho' thy gloomy Vale I tread, 

The Lamp of Gop my Path ſhall ſhew ; 
Supported by his Staff, I dread - 
No.Gulph nor Precipice below. 

10 Fed with immortal Food, and arm'd 

With Sword and Helmet, I proceed ; 

Arous'd with Zeal, with Courage warm'd, 

I find my War-word in my Creed. 

11 Serpents may hiſs, and Lions roar, 

And all the Fiends of Hell combine; 

I fear their Fury now no more, 

Almighty King, thy Strength is mine. 

12 Two-edged Sword, I brandiſh thee, . 

Thou Weapon high, and ſharp in Fight 1 

| he 
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The Powers of Hell before. thee flee, 
And: teſtify. their Fears b Fange . 
13 They run, th' infernal Bragon runs, 
And with a loud and hideous Lell, 

Thy two edg'd Blade aghaſt he ſhuns,, 
And ſeeks for ſhelter in his Hell. 
14 Now, Death, ſay thou, where is thy Sting? 
Now, Grave, where is thy rotten Crown? 
'Fhe weakeſt Soldier of my King 
O'erwhelms you both, and treads you down. 


— 
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MORNING ALLUSIVE. 


1 DIEU, my Fears, the Sun of Souls 
Ariſes glorious in his might ; 

The Darkneſs now no longer ſcowls.. - 

Tis Morning now, and all is Light. 

2 Hail to the Dawn of Chriſtian Day! | 
Night's. frightful Horrors are diſpell'd; 

Its Errors too before thy Ray 
May now. be ſhunn'd, becauſe beheld; 

3 How fade the ſmaller Lights, and Moon f— 
From more to more, from here to there, 
Thy Splendour brightens to its Noon, 

As ſtronger Rays the Eye can bear. 

4 Tis Heaven within me. All around 
Loud hymns the Day- ſpring from on high; 
By Faith I hear the joyful Sound, _ 

Y. T REMBLING CHRISTIAN SHALL NOT DIE. 
5 Thou 


I; 


I; 
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Sin prey 'd on me, and Guilt on Sin — 


5 Thou aſtard Nature, where's the, Gloom, 


By Sin fo lately throwbn these??? 
New Hopes, new Joys around me bloom, 
And cloudleſs Mercy ſhines on me. 
6 The Pit, the Precipiee, the Snare, 
The Fox, the Lion, I can ſpy. -. 
Tygers and Serpents are laid bare, 
And the falſe Brother, to my Eye. 
Here Objects, whether black or white, 
In their own proper Size and Shape, | 
W hate'er their Lightneſs, or their Weight, 
From my Difcernment can't eſcape. 
8 Diſtinguiſh'd here, the good, the ill, 
The ſmall, the great, the falſe, the true, 
Lie naked now before my will, 2 
And ſtand the Teſt of my Review. g 
9 Traſparent now, which was opake, 
I by this piercing Light perceive. 
Curtains, and painted Skreens forſake 
The ſkulking Felon, and the Knave. 
10 What's that ſo beautiful, ſo fair? 4 
(A ſtronger Beam, O Loxp, diſpenſe) 
"Tis Pleaſure follow'd by Deſpair ; 
I ſee the Tail and Sting of Senſe. 
11 Waht Duſt is that ſo wondrous bright ? 
(M ipe it, O Jesus, from my Eyes) 
*Tis gilded. Dirt now. to my Sight, 
Of Sin and Labour the ſole Prize. 
12 What's that whereon he ſtands ſo high, 
Who there o'ertgps the gazing Croud ? 
Ambition's Dunghill I deſcry ; 
Foh ! how it ſtinks ! yet he is proud. 
13 To this all penetrating Light 
I alfo, now tranſlucent grown, 
Have of myſelf. obtain'd a Sight, 
And I'm to me now not unknown. 
14 Two Worms diſcover'd in my Breaſt 


I cruſh 


— 
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I eruſn them both now on the Creſt, 
HE 


And re-eſtabliſh Peace within,” 

15 The Tree of Knowledge, now no more 
Forbidden to my 3 n 
Preſents me with its lovely Store; 
Its Fruit I taſte, its Stem I claſ p. 

16 It fills me with diſtaſte of ill; 

To Gov and good it ope's my Eyes; , 
To theſe it guides my Heart and Will; 
That, it inſtructs me to deſpiſe, 

17 No Angel now, with flaming Sword, 
Stands Centry to Life's healing Tree; 
CnRIST pulls its Fruits, and by his Word, 
In Plenty pours them down on me, 

18 Two Branches at this Tree commence, 
Whereon its ſaving Fruits are hung; 
Which by his wounded Hands from thence 

In Health and endleſs Liſe are fung. | 

19 O CxrIsT, how bitter is this Fruit, 

In which thy precious Blood we own ? 
How ill with Chriſtians muſt it ſuit, 
To joy in it, as ſweet alone ! £ 


2 20 Tho? ſweet as Life it muſt be found 


By ſelf, yet Chriſtian Gratitude 
To taſte its Bitterneſs is bound, 
For, preſs'd, it yields, for Wine, thy Blood. 
21 Now thro' the Flowers, and o'er the Fruits 
The lambent Ardour ſweetly plays, 
Gives Language to the lovely Mutes, 
Whoſe Scents and Colours ſpeak its Praiſe. 
22 The great Diſpenſer now beſtows 
In Plenty his prolific Seeds; 
This opens, that in Vigour grows, 
As he their Vegetation feeds; 
23 Feeds with the Moiſture he exhales 
By his own Warmth from living Springs, 
And wafts on ſoftly breathing Gales, 
New imp'd wich light aerial Wings. 


24 With 
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24 With theſe benignant to baptiſe 

N The infant Germs, and Life infuſe, 

He grants the genial Power to riſc, 

Inparted in his tepid De ws. 

25 Theſe Plants appear to ſmile and weep 
At once, thro" their tranſlucent Gems, 
While in their Tears their Roots they ſteep, - 
And upwards ſtill erect their Stems. 

26 This genial Moiſture prompts the Growth 
Of Vines, of Corn, and humbler Plants, 

Which ferye as Food and Medicine both, 
To ſatisfy a thouſand Wants. 

27 This, when the Roſe-bud it ſhall reach, 
Shall riſe in Odours thro? the Air. 
This lends its Bluſhes to the Peach, 
Their Sweetneſs to the Plumb and Pear. 

28 By this the Cedar and the Pine 
From Earth to Heights exalted riſe, 

And ſpiring, as of Race divine, 
Look upwards ſtill, and claim the Skies. 

29 Hence offerings to the Source of Day 

In Crouds, unforc'd, themſelves return, 
And here the Pines and Cedars lay 
Their Wood for Fuel, glad to burn! 

30 When lo, the holy Fire deſcends 
From Heaven in a reſplendent Beam, 
Which quickly to its Source retends, 

And lifts the Viaims up in Flame. 

31 Thou Jesvs, art the Life and Light 
Of whatſoever truly lives, | 
Of whoſoever walks aright, 

And Tendance to thy Guidance. gives. 

32 How glorious is this Light, which ſhines 
Throughout my Spirit, Soul, and Heart! 
Wherewith congenial Warm h combines, 
New Life and Vigour to impart |! 

33 This ſends the Monſters to their Fens; 

This profligates the Beaſts of prey; 


\ 
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This drives the Lions to their Detis, 
For Spoil and Murder ſhun the Day; 1. 
34 This Mankind forth with Safety ſenelg 
To do the Work which Gon comma 
Here one the Flock with Care attends; 
There others cultivate the Lands. fi 
35 Here one the Word of Comexplains, 
And leads the People in his Way; 
While others there with cis il Reins, 
| Teach lawleſs Nations to ober- 
36 Each guided by the Light of Dr 
Rejoices in its cheering Smiles; 
Sees Flowers and Fruits adorn bis Was, | 
And feels a:Rapture in his Toils-. 
g7 Truſting in him who helps arid: faves, 


They Love in mutual Aid employ ;* 
They ſometimes Weep ——— but. bring tr 1 
Sheaves, 
And come again at Night with Joy. c 
38 Rich is that Harveſt, ſhort that Night, 4 


Succeeded by an-endleſs Day, 
Whberein tlie Soul purſues a Fliglit 
More rapid than the Solar Ray. | 
39 The tow'ring Soul on mental Wings, 
As ſoon as call'd away from hence, 
Ariſes ſtill, and. ſtill it ſings 
The Song of Love, thro” Space ieee 
40 Thro' Leime and Worlds this Angel goes 
73 awful Meſlages of State; 
Sometimes to pour out penal Woes, 
To do, or be, what Fools call Fate. 
41 But better pleas'd he iſſues forth, 
High charged with Bleſſings and with Peace; 
Rewards for Virtue, and for Worth, 
The Objects of his Maſter's Grace, 
42 To him Creation is diſclos'd, I 
Its Nature, Property and End 1 4b 
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r 
Hoy all its Powers and Parts diſpos d. 
Ando what Purpoſes they tend. | 
43 How our Blood circulates, he knows; 
How Growth is given to Herbs and Trees; 
The Cauſe of Thunder and of Snows, 
Of planetary Motions, ſees, - 
44 From all the Worlds, which him ſurround - 
Whate'er their Diſtance, or their Site) 
e hears his Hymns of Praiſe rebound, 
And feels redoubled his Delight. 
45 But when from theſe he to the Source 
Of Majeſty and Light aſpires; 
Love adds new Pinions to his Courſe, 
And burns in beatific Fires. 
46 Faith and her lovely Nurſling, Hope, 
r Need now no longer feel their Way; 
The ſeeing Soul hath ceas'd to grope, 
Abſorb'd in Love's all-perfe& Day. - 
47 Angels embrace him, and Gop Tiles, 
He's landed on the bliſsful Shore, 
Beyond the Terrors and the Wiles 
Of Frends and Fleſh—his Trial's o'er. 
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The Storm at Sea Alluſive. 
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To launch my Bark upon this Sea 
Of Men, of Monſters, and of Storms, "if 
O guide it in thy ra Way. 
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I 8 it hath pleas'd thee, gracious Logp, 
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2 From hence thy Wonders I behold,” 
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With Eyes aſtoniſhid and aghat?; 


The Winds ariſe, the furious Winds, | FI 
The Billows too obey the BIA 


3 When thou art angry at our Sins, 


The Fiends, let looſe, Commotions raiſo 
n this too agile Element, 
Theſe boiſt'rous, theſe politic Seas. 


4 I mount to Heaven, when Truth and Peace 


With ſtrong and temp'rate Spirit blow ; 


But when the Wind of Faction reigns, 


To Hell- ward down again I go. 


5 Above T hear the Angel Choir, 


Below I hear the infernal Vell; 
I reel, 1 to and fro, 
And tremble between Heaven and. Hell. 


6 Theſe foaming Waters caſt up Mire, 


Which flaſh'd opprobrious in my Face; 
My CharaQer attempt to ſink, e 
As well as Life, in deep Diſgrace. 


7 This Element, ſo cold to thee, 


To me appears to burn and blaze, 
And as if kindled up by Hell, 
Around me darts malignant Rays. 


8 This Way and that it quickly moves 


As popular Magicians blow; 
It boils, it foams, in vapours high, 
And down again it falls in Snow. 


9 Lo the ſeditious Monſters gape 


For me the Grampus and the Shark ! 
Night too comes on, and how ſhall I 
Attain my Haven in the Dark ? 


10 Methinks J fee the Monſter near, 


e *% 


(How wide and dreadful is his Jaw! 


That ſeiz'd thy falling Prophet Lokp, 


And lodg'd him in his hideous Maw. , 


11 Lo, all the little I laid in 


For my long Paſſage ger the Sea, 


The 
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e Wares hae n Lat 
Yet bi and gape for further Prey, 
12 A thou ions Blaſts of Wind. 
With 9 wild:and madding Ware, 
Contend Mi Head to fink, 
And furious & ound me rare. | 
13 Ah! WM oy cience hears that Peal 8 
Of dread oer my Head; 5 


iemy Sins 
The 10608 e I dread. 

14 The Surges mou meet the Skies, 
High o'er ty Bark:.and me they fam. 
Is not thy holy Church my Bark 7 

WMhat elſe can bring me ſafely Home? 

15 To ſave the human Race of old, 
Thou did'ſt, O Lon, preſcribe an Ark, 
And from more pernicious Floode 
To ſave Mankind, haſt made this Bark. 

16 The angry Billows rage and roar; 
The Floods; O Loxp, exalt their Voice p 
O daſh them on the Shore in Froth, 

Thou Geb, more mighty, than their Noile, 

17 How dare, ye Surges, thas preſume ! 
Tis Gop omnipotent that reigns ; 
Subſide, ye Waves, ye People quake; 
Behold} he ſhakes his Sword and Chains 1 

18 T hoſe lofty Rocks I ſez with Dread, 

And clearly ſeeing, ſtrive to.ſhun, - 
While on theſe latent Sands and Shoals 
My unfuſpecting Efforts run. 

19 O'er thefe the dimpling Waters mile, 

And lambent round my Veſſel play; 
Frightful are Rocks, but datering Shoals 
Are far more dangerous than they. 

20 Thou, Lokp, alone canſticalm te un 
And bid its Billows ceaſe to roar; _ 
Thou too the noiſy Crowd canſt quell, 

ts rage no more. m7 ' 43h 
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21 This Way and that, now high, now ogy 
Bandied by every furious ker. BER 12 
My ſympathetic Brain begins * 

To falter, and juſt not to rave. * 
22 As drunk, deſerted by 1 
Of myown Wits I find the End; : 
To thee, O Loxp, I lift my Voice, 

My Saviour, Comforter, and Friend. 

23 Still, Lon, wpdry of theſe aves; 
Theſe Schiſms and 4 Hete age, 
Which raiſe this Ten in the Beep, 
Which blow up Faction into Rage. 

24 Tho' Life and Safety muſt depend 
On ſtrict Concurrence of our Crew. 
On mutual Aid of one and all, 

| And all confeſs, that this is true; 

aß Yet mutual hatred takes the Place 
Of this moſt ſalutary Truth: 7 
We're all enrag d, and all embroil'd . 
In Strife untimely and uncouth. 

26 Each Hand on board wou'd all direct 

In managing the Helm and Sails, 
The — and the Chart unview'd, 
i Not one regards the Stars or Gales. 

27 This Way, ſays one, another, that, 
Our wiſh'd for Land, and Harbour lies. 
Expand the Canvas, here one roars, 
No, furl it up, another cries. 

28 Loud as the Storm is, Lok, I hear 

The Drunkards bellow under Deck, 

Outrageous ſcold, or ſing, or curſe, 

Inſenſate of Controul or Check. 

29 The Paſſengers, as if in League 

Wrth this tempeſtuous Wind and Sea, 

And as forfetful of their Lives, 
Are as tumultuous as they. GEL 
30 They twice have ſet the Ship on Fire, 

And ry, what Mortal ar can ſwim, 


Wou'd 
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Wau'd truſt his Life to Boards and Nails & 
Fo this too frail mechanic Whim? 
31 They value neither Ship nor Sails, 
But truſt à Bladder, fill'd with Wind, 
Not worſe repleniſh'd than their Brains, 
An Emblem of their bloated Mind. 
32 The Wiſdom both of thee and Man 
Fheſe ſelf-ſufficient Fools arraign ; 
Depending on themſelves alone, 
They every-borrowed Aid diſdain. 

33 Two others, not much better {kill'd, 

Than theſe, in Maritime Affairs, 

Have ſeiz'd the Cock- boat, and declare 
Their Confidence in Faith and Prayers. 
But who believes? or who can pray ? 
Not he who diſobeys or hates 
Or thee or Men ; or who to Man 

JIT oo freely of thy God-head prates. 

35 Self-wil'd they are, and far too proud 
To thy Appointment to conform. 

Thy Ship they overweening quit, 
And truſt a Cock- boat in this Storm. 

36 The Dathans and Abirams here, 

Like thoſe of old, to yawning Ground, 
Down to their kindred Monſters plunge 
To find a Grave not leſs: profound. 

37 Here one in drink, for a Divine, 

Feels à foul Spirit from below; 5 
There one, as drunk, for Aid implores 
A wooden Woman at the Prow. 

33 The Crew, a faithleſs Tribe, conſpire 
To fell us to that Ship in ſight, 
Which hoiſts a white ſeductive Flag, 
And hopes a Capture without fight.-/ 

9 Our Captain, to whom Sea and Land, 
And all the ſtarry Hoſt were known, 
Who as a Pathway trod the Deep, 
Hath overboard been lately thrown. 
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40 His Chart too, as an bated Scroll 
I ſee ſtill floating on the Waves, 
Toſs'd by the Dzmon of the, Ai, ng 
As, every Bild w f. nks or heaves,: "oy $f. * 
41 His Foatſteps we no longer frafe-. 
The Winds, our Pilots thro' * 
May drive us as the Prince of Air 
Shall on Deſtruction urge our. Way. 
42 That Dæmon now employs the Winds, 
And all the raging Billows rolls, 
To lacerate our Sails and Maſt. 4 
To daſh:us on the Rocks, and dene 
43 Tis not at Sea alone this Fiend. 
. "Play's off tt Artillery of fs Air 45 
At Land he raiſes wilder Storms, 
And lends them greater Fury there, 2 5 
44 By poiſon'd Air his Plagues are 1 85 
And faireſt Characters undone. 
Murder is breath'd, a, ſingle Word 
ls Death, and every Mouth. a 9 » Ah * 
45 Whole States and Kingdoms * his Blaſts, 
Strongly. thro! factious Bellows blawn, . 
In Earthquakes politic are (hook, | | 
And into wild Convulſions thrown. . 
46 His legal Hurricanes lay waſte 
The Rights of Mankind at the Bar. 
Here he a City ſets, on fre 
And there enkindles furious War. 
47 His mortal tua loudly rar 
Terrific Thunders ſrom the Tongue 
Hence Blaſphemies in Face pf. Heayen F 7; 
With Violence infernal flung. - 
48 This Prince of Air, O 3 dethrones 
And to his Cavern deep confine, ! 
So {hall the Land and Sea confeſs 
That all the Univerſe is thine. '  ; - 
9 The rebel Winds and Waves obey, 
5 And ſoftly N N glide, 
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The popular commotions ceaſe 
The Moment thou (halt deign to chide.— 

50 Rejoic 'd1 fec;thee on the Deck; + wi 
Thy Hand the Maſt of Faith upliays ; th * 

I hear Salvation in that Voice; 
„ Be huſb d, ye Winds, be calm; ye Seas,” 

51 The frighten'd Dæmons dread thy Voice; 
The daſtard Monſters of the Deep, | 
Hiding their Heads in Mud below. 
No longer on the Surface ſweep. 

52 Lo, now the Harbour I approach 
Of Peace with wide extended Sails, 

And ſcud along the level Deep 
Before thy now propitious Gales, 

53 Lead, lead me to that fofty Rock 
Which higher rears'its row'ring Head, | 
Than me thy humble Mariner, — 
And than this deep and watery Bed, — 

54 Now, now my Soul from Danger free, 

Za d firmly on this Rock, 
ranſported, eyes the promis 0 Land, 
And pants to join thy happy Flock. 

55 In Hallelujahs loud to join 
For theſe, and — Mercies more; . 
For V $0 1 Saviour, and my Gop, 

With all thy Saints, I thee adore, 
56 O were my Heart as good as theirs, © 
Ho ſhou'd this grateful Son 2 
To found among th angelic Hymns, 
With all their Ardour, all their Fire. 

57 But, bleſſed Loxn, accept from Daft - 
Such grov'ling Thanks as Duſt can bring ; | 
Angels thenſelves, in higheſt Strains, x 
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Tur GREAT WORLD, 
e , 


TAN is miſcall'd a little World ' 
By ſuch as eſtimate 
The Magnitude of every Thing 
By Meaſure, or by Weight. 
2 But Man is conſtituted Lord 
Of this inferior Earth, 
And moves a greater World, in Right 
| Of his tranſcendent Birth, 
3 This mighty Monarch throws his Eye 
O'er his extended Realm; 
Sees Nature working for his Ute, 
And ſeats him at ber Helm. 
4 The Plants, the Beaſts, the Birds ſubmit 
Ta his imperial Sway ; 
The finny People render him 
©, Mes The. Tribute of the Sea. = Me 
3 His Power reſiſtleſs is confeſs d | 
By Elephants and Whales; - 
He bears joud Thunder in, his Hands, 
The Winds wait on Vis Sails. 
6 The Air, the Earth, the glorious Sun, 
The wide extended Sea, 
Supply his Wants, to his Delights 
An humble Homage pay. 4 
7 To mold himſelf, or more or leſs, - 
Fo Good or Ill, he's free; 
And is the Maker of himſelf 
In Kind and in Degree. 
8 Nay, of this preſent World he rules, - . 
| He reaps as he hath ſown; 
And 
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And (ſuch its plaſtic Nature) forms” | 
A new World of his own. 
9g Where e'er he goes, he Grandeur gives 
To every object near; 
While diſtant Mountains ſink to Hills, 
Or but as Clouds appear. 
10 THY adjacent Hills to Mountains riſe 
| To fill their Monarch's Sight; | 
As proud of their Approach, they ſpread: 
And climb to greater Height. 
11 On whatfo&er around he looks, 
As it approaches nigh, . 
Th' ambitious Object larger grows, 
And ſwells to meet his Eye; 
12 But ſhrinks in Bulk, in Colour fades, 
If at a Diſtance plac'dd | 
From him, whoſe Preſence gave it Size, 
As baniſh'd and diſgrac'd. 
13 Wherc'er: he moves, to right or left, 
His Eyes, if upward hurled, 
Inform him, he himſelf is ſtill 
The Centre of the World. | 
14 Man's then a greater World than this, 
Whereof he's Lord and Head; 
This Orb created for his Uſe, 
And humbled to his Tread. 
15 Altho' his Days are here but few, 
Yet in th' Hiſtoric Page, 
In the Prophetic too, he lives, 
And lives from Age to Age. 
16 Not only this inferior World 
In Vaſſalage is given, 42 
But to his utmoſt Wiſh propoſed 
Reverſions high in Heaven. 
17 To theſe his Views are upward call'd 
From this ſubſervient Globe; | 
He Manna for his Food foretaſtes, | © _ 
Of Light foreſees his Robe. 
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22 Far other Syſtems which with theſe 
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18 Is not then, Man a mighty World, 


Of more than Matter ma Kii. W's 
A rea ſoni Wor * that is to ſbine, 
When Sun and Moon ſhall fade? 
19 Thro' ample Space this mental Wor! 
Surveys the Realm above; 
Where Gon, by ſtill more glor ous Works 
His Wonder prompts and Love. 
20 The * Heavens attract his Sight, 
here Suns ung dn _ | 
Where the creating Word of 
Unbounded ek diſplays. 
21 Around theſe Suns, ſo wide is Space, 
Is leſt ſufficient Room, 
(Tho' ſeen from hence as brilliant Duſt,) 
For circling Worlds to ſpoom. 


In nathing correſpond, EM ok 
Hereaſter he may view and know, rer 
All mortal Ren beyond; 
23 To Angels prove his Kindred good, 
And reign with them above, 
A great Recipient, and a Sauce 
Of endleſs Joy and Love. 
24 How great a Being then is Man, 
If only thus. ſurveyed | 
But how do din and Folly join, 
This Being to Cegrade. 
25 When Ignorance and Vice prevail; - 
He falls alas | how low | 
When Sickneſs, Pain,: and Death ſucceed, .. 
Hie ſinks to endleſs Woe, 
26 Gop made us upright, but we ſeek 
Inventions of our un; 
And hence by every. Blaſt of Whim 
From MN iſdom we are blown. 


27 Of Wiſdom Virtue is the n 17 


And Vice from Fol ſprings; 
. 505 5 0 wreched 
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O wretched Man! to Folly wed, 
With all her Train of Stings 3 
28 Of Wiſdom Man at firſt poſſeſ d, 
Enjoyed her Portion, Power; 
But Wiſdom he too ſoon forſook, 
And with her, loſt her Dower. 
29 Whit he now LH? of either ſerves, ge 
To beighten-his Diſtreſs ; _ _ 8 
An happier Man he ſtill might be, 
f greater, or if leſs. 
30 Only to plunge himſelf in Straits, 
How ſharp is he, and wiſe! 
How mighty to do Miſchief he ! 
How ſtrong to fall, not riſe ! 
31 From Truth and Honour he departs,, 
And into Falſehood ſinks! | - 
In wily Arts, in baſe Deſigns, 
In Treachery he ſtinks. 
32 The Good he does his Pride ſubverts, 
Good Works the Man arraign; 
His Virtues ſwell his Liſt of Sins; 
| He's wicked, who is vain. 
33 But oh,! how ltle is the Good, 
His Fancy on the ſtretch, 
Applauds him for, (if fairly niches). 
| And plumes the bloated Wretch !. 
34 Nay, how he often brags of Vice, 
And boaſts himſelt the Tool - 
Of Sins he never durſt commit! 
The deſpicable Fool! 
35 What Glory can pretended Vice 
To ſuch a Wretch tranſmit? 
Who claims the Honour to be deemed 
The Devil's Hypocrite ? 725 
36 How does Man upward ſometimes riſe ! 
How downward thrown again | 
Ho herds he now among the Swine | 
How ranks hg now with. Men! 
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37 On | 
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37 On 8 and Wiſdom raiſed, 3 
On Virtue how he ſoars ! 
But by Corruption overthrown, 
| How he his Fall deplores ! / 
38 Reaſon and Conſcience dictate this, 
Deſire and Paſſion, that; 
Intereſt and Cunning combat both; 
What's Man then ! tell me what? 
39 An Angel cr a Dzmon comes 
From this inteſtine Ir; 
But which of theſe, who can decide, 
While all within is War ? 
40 When this myſterious Conflict ſeiz'd 
On my bewildered Mind, 
Confuſion raged thro” all my Thoughts, 
And wretched I was blind. 
41 Without all Form, and void I was ; 
| The Chaos in my Soul 
Of Hopes, of Fears, of Doubts, then reign'd 
. O'er me without Controul. 
42 Shall we aſcribe this wondrous Work, 
; S0 little, and ſo great, 
So wretched, or ſo happy, Lorp, 
To thee, or to blind Fate? 
43 Let there be Light, ſaid CHRIST, and Light 
There was, and ſo upreared | | 
Truth's Banner to the World ; which ſeen, 
All Doubting diſappeared. : 
44 Then I perceived that Man was made 
Conſiſtent with his Place; 
And that this Attribute explains 
| Gop's Dealings with our Race. 
45 Where in the Goſpel-Letters writ, 
And Characters of Light, 
We read Man coming forth from Gop 
A pure unſpotted Spright. 
46 And here we ſee him baſely fall, 
By Liberty miſuſed; 


His 
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His Nature tained, and Gop enrag d | 
At Bounty thus abuſed. | 
47 To him thus driven up and down, 
And this and that Way hurled, | 
His SAviouR comes, to lift him high 
Oer this fallacious World, 
48% For Shame ! he cries, 5 afſert thy Rant, 
| «© To native Wiſdom turn: 
a Lift n thy Eyes to future Thin 875 


preſent wiſely 
49 © Grovel no 2 T "aft; of Gop,. 


« Nor welter in the Mire; 
« To Wiſdom firft, to Virtue next, 
And then to Heaven, aſpire. 74 
50 * For greater Thin "gs I made thee; Man, 
„And come to be thy Guide; | 
«< Take up thy Croſs and 2 me, 
Is But 1 adieu to Pride; 
1 *© Man, falling, m. endure the Scour, 
4 « Of l 12 riſe; * 
% Muſt find himſelf a wretched Fool, 
„ Before he can grow wiſe. 
52 © That Pride which tumbled Satan down 
& Prom Glory and from Bliſs, + 
Mou d with him furely plunge thee too 
In the. ſame dark Abyſs. 
$3 * Yield not ts that too cunning Fool, 
« Who down from Glor fell ; 
And tho in Darkneſs, Chains, and Fire, 
2 28 to reign in Hell. ö 
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S4 © By which his Fall, and murdering me, 


4 . hes 2 became the alert ; 
cc is o%un Pride, and proved himſel 
4 T he firſt and Seca, Fuel, by * 
55 Altho' to me, who died for thee, 
„ Thy ſenſeleſs Heart ſhould cool ; 
Can thy indignant Spirit ſloop 
* 'The Fool of ſuch a Fool? 
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& The Bait he trews ful in thy iy Se 


. Pleaſe ſure, Wealth, Par 
« But gilded Va 3 5 theſe Hoch ſoon 
„ From thy Embrace the y fade 
57 © Tqo wiſe the Bird, that Joes the Net 
4 Spread for his L Life, to fl ay; . 
not more 00 thou,- from Snares 
<« Set for thy Soul, away. 
58 * One Maſter only thou canli ſerve, | 
| % One only of the-two ; | 
Or him, who kindly means.to ſave, 
13 % Or him, who toon d undo. 
« Mith Eaſe and Safety Jam ſerved, 
i « And | Sv wth we ar 
C Beneath his Pleaſures, Fear, and Shame, 
* Remorſe, and Ang uiſb lurk. 
bo © Fear him, who juſtly can condemn 
N « To everlaſting Wos; 
ce Love him, who can, and will redeem. 
« From Fiends and Fire below, 
61 * If me you either fear or love, | 
* All my Commands fulft ; 
« However, when in this you fail, 
«© Will then, at lea, my ll. 
62 © Conſort not with thy deadly Foe, 
& That Foe who only means 
« To make thee Partner of his Crimes, 
8 „7 Aſfeciate of his Chains. 
63 © Remember well thy ſelemn Vow. 
| & To me, thy SAVIOUR, given; 
s Adbere to that, and naw reſume 
15 4 u * IWay to Heaven. 
| „Eternal Flames, immortal Soul, 
« I ſet befare thy Eyes ; 
« He who in Wifdom flies from Sin, 
«© Theſe Flames eternal flies. 
65, Eternal Jeys, immortal Soul, 
IJ eer to thy e ; 
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* If tis thy Wi 2 theſe to chuje, 
4 ho thou ſhalt reojce. 
66 * To be as great as thou were once, 
| „Thon muſt be fuer, u; 
« To rule this Werld is not ſo great, 
& As to ſubdue thy Will. | 
67 © But to be great, thou muſt be good, 
: „Aud better than before; 
A conqueror of thyſelf, indeed 
« Muſt be, and ſomewhat more. - 
68 * This glorious Conqueſt to atebieve, | 
«© Thou muſt implore my Aid; 
«© A mortal, made or good or great, 
« By me alone is made. 
69 © All ws? abrve, and all below, 
Te me by Gift belong; 
« Without me none.ts wiſe or good; 
«© Without me none is ſtrong.” - 
70 Vain of thy Wiſdom, as profound, 
T hou 125 alt judge from hence. 
| Whether that Wiſdom, at its beft, 
Amounts ta Common Senſe, „* 
1 Canft thou diſtinguiſh Good from 
» fr to the ether? | 
Rejefting with Diſtain The las, 
Tho” ſometimes lookin 5 of 
72 Canſt 00 to thy tnawn Happineſs 
A ſteady Choice affix, 
And ner a 2 that Hap neſs 
IWith 54” ry to mix 4 b 
Canft thou the be Friends embrace, 
1 The wor ft of {2 er deteſt, © 
Then thou the Ter canſi well diſcern | 
From him who is the b:/t ? | 
14 But i FA thy vaunted W/i/dom fails 
Tridls ſuch as theſe, 
Go learn a 25 Judgment, Men, 
if | From n or from Bees. 
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75 Or 8 as to Ox or Als 
My Prophet bids thee go 
Theſe 7 eachers I too recommend 
4 1 waa ſo low. 
6 If thou thy greateſt Good, well known, 
; 4 Shouldft wil 2 refuſe _ 
And epen-eyed, 5 greateſt Ill 
| „ Shouldft of nately chuſe ; 
77 Inflrads me, if thou for Guide 
To Happineſs, ſhould tale, 
To gratify thy Pride and Luft, 
Eve" s Counſellor, the Snake ;. 
78 If fuch the Wiſdom of 155 Head, 
And Goodneſs jr of th eart, 
In Wiſdom, Goodneſs, 5 in me, 
| : £ yet thou haſt. no Part: | 
79 What drew me from the Throne above, 
Down to th accurſed Tree, 
If thou ſbalt aſk, 1 Aan, 
It was my Love or thee, 
8 What! now again thy Hammer raiſe! 
What ! hex anew thy. Spikes ! 
15 Sin, thro' me, thou muſ believe, 
hy pointed Iron tries. 
51 If — by Faith even yet in me 
7411, ember art indeed, 
Thy 22. that wounds me, wounds 72e 
And both together bleed. 
82 What ! thou a Chriſtian, and conſpire. 
To propagate the Shame 
Of CaRrisT amongſt the Infidels, 
And teach them to blaſpheme . 
83 With Hell's foul Monſter, O thou Fool, 
Thy Heart I will not ſhare ; 
The whole I purchas d; to my Foe 
Noc Part thereof I ſpare. + L 
84 Be wholly mine, or wholly bis, 
Or up er down'to go. 
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271 climb to 2 J® yt, 
O fink to endleſs 2 
85 My Patience, tos much tird by Crimes, 
By Inſults heretofore, 
Thou Brother of the Worm, beware : 
Provoke not baundleſs Power. 
36 Provoke not Juſlice: 1 in my Hand 
The fleeping | Thunder hes ; 
l dich inſtant, if awak'd, by Sin, 
In dreadful Vengeance flies. 
$7 But yet awake; return 7 oy 
And ta my Blood repa 
With Faith pr Grie if 2 7 ſhall relent, 
If bath are found ſincere. 
88 To 43 Tang! or, who his Sins 
Sincerely ſhall bewail, * 
A full ere, 1 al rant, 
And add my Crimſon Seal. N 
89 In me direct thy Steps, and thou 
Way. ſhalt never miſs ; 
Jam the Truth, the Life, the Way 
To Go, and endleſs Bliſs. 
90 Arm, arm, and watch, —lo, this my Hand 
Shall thy 47 25 ers gell, 
Shall mortify thy Laſts, and cruſh ' 
The 2 of Earth and Hell. 
91 1 ſay to Death, where is thy Sting? 
Where is thy Conqueſt, Gravs ? 
O'er both I trium 55 fo ſhalt thou, 
Who kills, hem I will ſave ? 
92 Return to me in Faith and Tears, 
. Thoulate to Sin a Slave, | 
And thou ſbalt Pardon, Freedom,, Peace; et: 
With boundl;ſs Joy receive. I 
93 Then thou, once. much lamented Piece, 
So ſought and hardly found, | 
Stampt 25 Gop's Name anew, in Heaven: | 
. Shall tirculate around. 
94 A bat 
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94 What a new Glow, of Gratitude = 
| Shall then itſelf i impart, $ £45, 
In Feelings of viftorious Love, f 4 
To thy tranſported Heart. 3 > 
95 Welcome, thrice Welcome, ſhall 2 
From all about the Throne, 
Whoſe loud Heſannahs ſhall proclaim 
Raptures, and their own. 
96 q © My Heart, O Saviour, hears thy Wards: 4: 
| * To thee I lift my Ben; 
| © Now deaf and blind to other n. 
3 © Thy eager Convert cries. 
97. Thou haſt nat at the trifling Price 
ty” © Of periſhable Toys, | | 
For me this wondrous Glory bought, 


© Theſe everlaſting Toys. | 
98 No, ſus, tua, thy Plood which ſnatch'd 
ly Soul from Sin and Flames ; 
c Wir added mine to this bright Lift 
no 8 }f th vittorious bo bof g ＋ | 
© Lo me thy efs thou haſt given, 
: ne thy e. 7 Ga, ich 
* That I might endleſs Life enjoy, 
© Thy precious Blood was jt x, 
100 Cou' 'd [nothing leſs my Health ref! ore ? 
Nor leſs my Life enſure ® , : 
0 4, Ve, ff Health ! Ah, woe 2 Life 
* What Horror in m Cure 
101 © Its Eye on Heaven, 185 thus obtain d. : 
is grateful Horrem tutns ; 
And on thy Croſs, my. Altar, laid, 
In Love and Anguiſh burns. 
102 To mare than my primeval State 
- © Of grandeur I aſechd. a 
© The LORD with nt mates his HBbode,, . 
And bindly calls me Friend. 
103 © My M Paſſions he ſaldues, 
And point my upward Courſe ; ** 
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455 My clouded Unde der Randing clears, 
And gives my Conſcience Force. 
104 Whit 7 1 me with his Hand, 
FIT Above toe Thvez” - 
And, to my GoD who gave me all, 
My all again I give. 
ics In Language far more ſweet than Li e 
| My drooping Soul he chears; © 
Vith hind Reciprocation hears, 
Aud grants my timid Prayers. 
106 © The little Dignity I loft q 
« Of N I % Earth | 
© }, now, the Childef Gon, forget - 
A. ſunk in my Bk 1 7 5 [ 
107 * For CHRIST obtain'd, for Hell eſeat' 45 
For this my natal Day, 
© What Hallelujahs ſball I po 4 
N. © What G ite repay. - f 
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x ALD: Time, Duration's mortal Son, 
a An hoary Dotard grown, 
Is now by Faſhion taught to run 
With Symbols not his own. 
2 His Forelock cropp'd and ſhorn away, 
His Hour-glaſs laid aſide, 
The wrinkled Fop affects the Gay, 
The modiſh Bow, and Slide. 
3 Furniſh'd with Cards and Dice for Play, 
His Sickle he conceals, a 
Watches by Night, and ſleeps by Day, 
Poſtponing all his Meals. ; 


4 All 
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All 


10 This Mongrel loves nor good nor ill; 
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4 All Almanacks and Calendars | . 
With ruthleſs Hand he burns, | 
And treating with Contempt the Stars, 
The Sun and Moon he ſpurns. 
5 O how he dances ! how he ſings 
All cloath'd in Silks and Lace! 
Sparkling in Diamonds and in Rings! 
Of Virtue taking Place! : 
6 Yet Stream-like ſtill he downward flows, 
| Extirpating the paſtt 
' Perverſly flow amidſt our Woes, 
Amidſt our Pleaſures, faſt. 
7 This Chymiſt oft theo' Dunghills tends, 
Extracting all he meets, 
And then his new Perfumes he vends, 
As aromatic Sweets, 
8 Fach raptur'd Lady courts the Breeze, 
As eſſenc'd by a Goat; 
Wherein are Scents, ſo high as theſe, 
So richly ſet afloat ? 16 
9 Faſhion thus makes a Fool of Time, 
Now goads and now retards ; 
Thus rigs him for the grand Sublime 
Of Lewdneſs, and of Cards. 
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But as the latter may 
Indulge his Pride, and ſooth his Will, | 
He gives it all his Sway. _- SE 
itt How Wiſdom, and how Virtue foil'd / 
By Faſhion quit the Field, | 
And of their little Empire ſpoil'd, 
To Whim and Folly yield; 
12 By all is ſeen, by none bewail'd 
In theſe fantaſtic Times, 
Since Infidelity prevail'd, | 
And licens'd even our Crimes; 
13 PrevaiPd with unreſiſted Force 
 Ofer Stateſmen and Divines, : 
f 0 
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Who prance along the lend Courſe, 
Where Luxury reines. 
14 Wente furious Factions ſhake the Throne 
And Lawſvits domineer z . 
Of Property theſe pick the Bone 9 
Thoſe lift the Sword and Spear. 
15 Henee Works of Parkneſs find their Night, 
| Adulteries and Rapes; . 
Hence Fraud and Myrder ſereen'd from Sight, 
Rk Or ſeen in venial Sapes. 
16 Wence Appetite of Ia hel Gains; Ty 
Hence [ndia weeps in Blood * 
Her deſolated Towns and Plains, 1 
And ſtarves amidſt her Food. 
17 Religion ſcorn'd, an Virtue fled, ' 
We ſee thy dreadful Cloud, . 
O Loxp, which gathers Oer our Head, 
Surcharg'd with Thunders loud. 
18 Weeye the Lightning, hear the 9 
And yet take no Alarm. 
| Nay, dare thy pointed Bolt yet more, 
And bigs thy lifted Arm. 
19 Corrupt and petjur'd we preſume 
Too rail at others' Crimes, 
Tho' we ourſelves compoſe the Spume 2 
Of theſe deteſted Limes. 
20 We prate for Freedom, but mean Power, 
Already far too free; .' 
Contend, yet, at the ſelf· ſame Hour, 
On Ruin'all agree. 
21 Man upright was by Nature made, 
And ſimple as a Child, 4 
Till he by Pride from Nature ſtray'd, 
And by Inventions wild; x 
22 Since which he lives the Spawn of Arty © * 
Nor natural, nor wiſe; . . 
His Nature and his Reaſon ſtart be. rr 
At his uncouth Diſguiſe, ©; - — | e 
23 This  &F 


We 
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and all powdered 


23 This Man, who once ador d the Sun, 
A Candle now adores; | 

Old Day-light Faſhion bids him ſhun, 
And truſt to Night his Pores. 

24 Faſhion prevails.o'er all Mankind, 

Each Year, to come out new, 
And that our Maker muſt be blind, 
We all agree, is true. 
25 Elſe why do we ſo often change _ 
Our Colour and our-Shape? ; 
From Fool to Fool ſo madly range, 
Some Monſter new to ape? 
26 Is that a Woman? Surely no. 
T hat monſtrous Hoop and Head ! 
Her Maker was indeed her Foe; 
Or where's her Beauty fled? _ 

27 The fineſt Figure, fineſt Hair, 
Are hid ot gone aſtray; _ 1 
She's now no longer young or fair; 

No, no, -ſhe's old and greyt., ET 

28 If Beauty ſinks in ſuch a Drels, . | 

And fades upon the Sight,  ,- 
What then does faſhion'd Homelineſs, 
But ſtudy to affright ? 
29 An Animal of ſuch a Kind M4 
Begotten ne'er hath been 
And yet it moves, or I am blind. 
And wiſhes to be ſeen 


30 But how it can be once beheld, Lys: 


In Paint and Splinters clos d, 
With head ſo high, and Tail ſo ſwell'd, 
How much is Reaſon pos dd 
31 Gop never made a Thing like that 


In Water, Air, Earth, Fire; 
No, 'tis of Pride the monſtrous Brat, 
F And Satan is its Sire. TE; 
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32 See how it ſcuds with all its Sails 
Before the Prince of Air; . 
And, bounding forward, courts his Gale, 
Well of his Port aware. | 
33 The ſavage Womam and the mad 
| Hope to ſurmount your Gaze, 
Set up for Queens, and wildly glad 
In Baubles, Feathers, Straws. 
34 The old, by Paint and Powder try, 
And Treſſes not their own, 
Into the Coxcomb's Arms to fly, 
And hide the grizzly Crone. 
35 Theſe ancient Pieces Faſhion give 
To this promiſcuous Cheat, : 
That they again their Lives may live, 
And ſmuggle a new Date. 
36 Ye young and beautiful, how long, 
Shall ſenſeleſs Pride betray © \ 
Your blooming Charms in ſuch a Throng 4 
Of Beldams, young and gay ? AJ 
37 Faſhion is ſurely but a Cheat. 
If you are rich, how vain ! 
Wh dreſs, if deſtitute of Meat ? 
he Beggar ſhou'd go plain. 
38 What Slave wou'd yield at his Command, 
Not void of Common Senſe, 
To be a Fool at ſecond Hand, 48 
And at too great Expence ? | 
39 In one the Beau and Beggar feen ! 
On Folly can it paſs ? | 
A Mule like this hath never been 2? 49 
Gender'd by Gooſe and Aſs. , 
40 How can the golden Calves endure 
Their Hypocrites in Wealth, 
Who its Appearance to procure, 50 
On Truſt depend, or Stealth? 
41 *T was Satan taught us firſt to wiſh 
For Luxury in Meats; 


From 


— .. - ” 


— 


m 


"Ta 1... 
From hence the far-ſought coſtly Diſh, 
And hence our ſplendid Treats, 
42 Aſham'd, we Cloathing then requir'd, 
And Cloaths grew up to Dreſs; 
We Pomp in Dreſſing next admir d. 
Too haughty grown for leſs, | 8 
43 Tis by Compariſon that Things 0 
Seem either great or ſmall ; 
The Viewer, ere he fees them, brings 
His Meaſures of them all, | 
44 The little Mind (till — 
The Objects of its Sight, 
The Great, diminiſhes their Size 
To Trifles, ſmall and flight, 
45 As Man beholds a Grain of Sand, 
This World an Angel ſees, f{ 
A Mite ſees Mountains, level Land, ä 
A World too, in his Cheeſe. 
46 Ye who find Greatneſs: in your Lace, 
Or in your glittering Stone; 
Or think they add a ſingle Grace, 
How little is your-own ! 
47 What, vain of Cloathing, which you took 
To hide your Sin and Same! | 
To hide what cannot bear a Look, 
What cannot bear a Name | 
48 The Slaves of Faſhion vaunt in View 
Their Pomps to poorer Slaves, 
That they may teach both me and you, 
Not to be Fools by Halves, 
49 gy ae their Splendour, great and high, 
. hat we may raptur'd ſtare, 
And th at our little Souls may cry, 
Oh dear ! how rich tbey are 
50 What Folly here to look for Taſte ! 
- *Tis more than Gold can buy; 
Of Wealth indeed there is a Waſte, 
But for the taſteleſs Eye, | 
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51 To them our Envy and our Praiſe 
Are pretty near the ſame ; 
Yet our Vulgarity at gaze, 
Ihey poorly take for Fame, 
£2 Who, by himſelf, to Heaven will go, 
And climb the lonely Road, 


Which upward trends thro? Alps of duow, 


| Deſerted by the Mode ? 
53 Who wou'd not righteous ſtrive ts be, 
If all men righteous were? 
Or who hath Senſe enough to ſee, 
When all Men blindly-erc 
54 A Singularity, tho' good, 
The Mode will not endure, 
But takes it for a crazy Mood, 
Which Bedlam cannot cure. 
55 Yet, what can Pride or Faſhion do 
For their devoted Slave, 
But fet him up for Knaves to woo, 
The Fool of every Knave ? 
. 56 When to the Grave this Fool goes _ 
And ends his gandy Day, 
What's left for Glory or a Crown ? 
A-ſtinking lamp of Clay. 
37 At Faſhion in its gaudy Pride, 
"Tis certain all the while, 
Amidſt bis Strut and baughty Stride, 
; Death grins a ghaſtly Smile. 
58 Vet to the Faſhion-of the Times 
The Sexes both ſubmit, 
And live in Folly, or in Crimes, 
| Or both, as he thinks fit. 
59 To Faſhion, as their:God, they bow, 
And low Obedience pay; 
From Prince to Beggar, they allow 
No higher Power to ſway. 
Bo Their eating, drinking he preſcribes, 
1 heir — dreſng Rules. 
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The Courts of all the human Tribes 
Are kept but as bis Schools. 
61 Religion, Reafon, Nature, no . 
Are baniſh'd from the Great; 2 
Down from the Sceptre to the Plough, 


- ? 


In this all aim at State, 
62 Sin, Sickneſs, Pain, and Death enſue, 
While Faſhion leads the Train, 
Eve's flaunting Chi dren to ſubdue © © 
To his faſtidious Reign, © 
63,Yes, Duelliſts from Faſhion draw _ 
Of. Death the dreadful Sting. 
The lawleſs Gameſters own bis Law, 
Of Honour crown him King, 
64 From him the Piſtol takes its Charge, 
The Sword, its ſoining Art, 
While Death invited , ſtalks at large, 
Or triumphs in his Cart. 
65 Two haughty Fools, not ſatisfy'd, 
That their opprobrious Words, 
Which is the Scoundrel, can decide, 
Muſt try it with their Swords, b 
66 No greater Cowards ever ſhook 
At Death's approach than theſe. 
At his moft mild and diſtant loox 
Their ſhivering Boſoms freeze. 
67 But Faſhion loudly clamours, fight, 
By no means, cries their Fear; 
Yet ſtill, that Faſhion dictates right, 
Honour inſiſts, is clear. . 
68 Honour ! what Honour can acerue 
From Senſe of Honour feign'd, 
Or ſtupid Courage, juſtly too | 
Of Cowardice arraigned ), a 
69 Can they deſpiſe en FA and Death, 
And wiſh that boch were paſt, 
As if the firſt were but a Breath 
The ſecond, but a Blaſt? — © - 
I 2 70 Aſbam' d 


de 


70 Aſfipid a als of Prigc a 13d Dram, 


Alke both, they It cal Recourſe; 


Then fiercely 1 curſe, and damn, 


A furious! Air to force. S 


7I Yet for the Sheriff anxious long, 
Aud wiſt ful look around, Ae 
Forget t e. eu * ht the Wrong 8. 8 
As the ey be be boſe. eir Grdund. 
72 Pragy don't recal th hem, for they ta. 0 4 
To, di 1p Ate ur F ear. 
'Tis dayg rows . 
' To 196 with 1n their 8 here; 
73 Who in a Steeple, ' near the Bel},” 
Wou'd wilh to make his Bed 2 ; 
Who in a Powder-1 mill wou'd awen, iq 
J 47 elſewhere chad Shed | - 
Theſe Caitiffs , as deſperate len, 
Rt Inſur'd by Fin and Pope; 
Vet either, # he comes Again, _—_ 
mr Shou'd coſt the King a Rope. - 
75 Two Sorts of,. Infidel are found, 10 an 
| Who Accident advance 
Into the Place of G6b, and ground 
Their Wiſh and Hope on Chance. 
76 The firſt is of that Atheilt Head, 
Which thinks, o Plan was g 
For this Creation, "ny inſtead, | 
The World by Chance was Lake : 
77 The ſecond, of he Atheiſt Heart, 
Which word exclude all Rule 
Of Providence, but his owh Art 
To catch and fleece the Fool. 
78 By Gaming this is brought about, 
That moſt atrocious Vice, 


< 


9 


Which Faſhion, at the Drum and Rout, 


. 


M2 Adores in Cards and Dice. 
79 To theſe and ſuch Aſſemblies now _ 
The great and rich repair; 


their e know; 


To 


0 7 * 
To Chance, their Gop, ohſeg joue ba 
And pay their Offerih b "I 
80 The ſame IFevorton Shar . 1 T 3 
Like Hy] pocnipe, pretend: ot ap ch 
But, *midit the Dolts, by Aitth orſt, 
With fu Su ceſs telt Tak 
81 Here Villainy, with Honouf Join d, 
A N Co ommerce make. 
The Duke and Scoundrel, here Saeed 
One Comman Spoil partacke. 
82 The Gamblers Triumph het is rest, 
But greater ſtill the Woe, 
Which falls v pen the Dupes too late %% 


To ward a final Blow. - a, 
83 Who pities them, for they too came, 
Like Atheiſts to the Play, Te 
Bun lers, who Wr 8 the Gilne, 
Yet vainly hop'd for Prey | LY 


84 And now I to Bibel, 
Diſtraction, and Deſ pair, 882 
Seek by the PifthL fate Redrefs 2. 
From Wants they cannot bear? 
85 The Winner and the Loſer too 
Deſerve one Common End 
Narcotic Hemp to all the Crew. 
Shou'd prove an equal Friend. 
86 To theſe each obvious Bough is fee, bs 
If they can buy a Strin 
But thoſe, adown the legal d. „ ee 
Have merited a Swing. 3 
87 As Nature is by Faſhion ching's; al 
a i 8 vhs 
this Uſurper mo rang'd .. 
4 In Perſon, and 1 7 5 
88 Too much it is, that Faſhion reigns” 
O'er our "external, Frame; 
But when | within we feel his Chains 
Religion 8 but a 1 7 | 
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89 The preſent Faſhion cools dur Hearts | 
To Gon, and in our Minds 35 
To all our Principles impart? 
The fickleneſs of Winds; 
go At Virtue now impels the Dart 
| Of Wir's ſatyric Sneer : 
Now at the weak unguarded Heart 
The meretricious Leer. 
21 The Milliners bf Dreſs and Wit 
g Sufficient Store ſuppl 
Each PFoible, and each Male to bit, 
Of either Heart or Eye. 
92 u is that ſtandard Dreſs, 
hich on the Wearer ought 
Its beauteous Figure to impreſs, 
In exery Deed and Thought. 
- 93 Some ſuit this Garment to their Shape; 
. Some ſuit themſelves to it; 
\' Theſe laſt from thence much Honour reaps, 
And o'er high Agag ſit... Wy 
94 The former, as too often he 
This beauteous Robe diſtort 
To their foul Figure, which hath, been 
Of betching Fiends the Sport. 
95 Hence of this Garb a Wardrobe made 
By Faſhion, pow ſupplies 
Our: hypocritic Maſquerade 4957 
| With all Sorts of Diſguiſe, 
96 Hence every Hereſy and Vice, 
Indulg'd by Chriſtian Folk, 
Gan at a very moderate Price *. 
Aſſume a Maſk and Cloak. 
97 Some little whitiſh Patch retain A, 
Gives Credit to the Reſt, 
Tho! dee p with black or ſearlet ſtain' d, 
And ſully'd at the Det. 
98 Look theſe, at all, like Wedding Cloaths, 
| © Thou Tailor of deceit? 
Or 
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Or on the Lamb can theſe impoſe, 
Sbou'd Maſquers on him wait? 
99 From this and that Opinions blow, 
And waft us where they liſt ; 
From ſomething or from nothing grow, 
And bourgeon in a Miſt, 
100 Abſurd, nay wicked, fure he is, 
At Vanity agape, | 
Who quits th' unerring Path to Bliſs 
A Multitude to ape. 
101 Faſtion with Faith hath iaterfer'd, 
And now preſumes to guide, 
As rather more to be rever'd, 
And fitter to decide, | 
102 If now and then a Truth prevails 
*Tis but for Faſhion's Sake, 
And on our Minds but poorly ſteals, 
As begging Leave to take. 
103 For thy moſt pure and holy Word, 
_  Eftabliſh'd in theſe Lands, 
What ſmall Reſpect is ſhewn,-O Lorp, 
What cool Profeffor ſtands ? 
ro The Paſtor ſkulks behind a Creed, 
- Which he himſelf betrays; | 
Faith dies, and Truth begins to bleed 
By his ambiguous Phraſe. 
105 Theſe Prophets falſe, in Sheep's array, 
With honey'd Words and Smiles, 
Come forth to point a devious Way, 
_ Reſet with Snares and Wiles. 
106 For Sheep unwary ſpread the Meſh, 
Of Art and Murder full; 
Firſt, like a Wolf, devour the Fleſh, 7 
Then cloath them with the Wool. 
107 The Lord that bought them they deny; 
And trample on his Blood; 
His ſaving Merits they decry, 
And vaunt their own as good. 
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108 Faith by the Martyr's Blood {is bought; 
He ſpeaks the Truth, aud dies; 
Is Haneſty by Falſchood taught? 
Is Truth convey'd in Lies? —_ 
109 They're beard with Pleaſure by a Crowd, 
Who for Deception wiſh z - 
The haughty Palate of the Proud - 
' Diſdains a plainer Din. 
110 Errors, that give a Latitude 
| To Actions vile and baſe, 
That ſtifle every Senſe of good, 
We welcome and embrace. 
111 At nothing theſe new Teachers ſtraĩn 
All Articles and Creedds 
Go down the Gullet wide of gain, 
As worldly Wiſdom ſpeeds; 
112 Unguided, or miſguided, hence 
The Flock, of Light bereft, 
And keenly feeling its Expence, 
In Wilderneſs is left. 
113 More from our Income than our Creed 
(Creeds now are nothing thought) 
The Layman wiſhes to be freed, _ 
And better ſed than taught. 
114 If we, religious Pilots, fail ,.. 
, To ſhun the Rocks and Shelves, 
Don't, Laymen, therefore at us rail, 
* Jed you rail at yourſelyves. 
115 We all were Laymen once, tis plain, 
All Priefts by- you were made. - 
Your Stuff and Choice you muſt arraign . 
When you our Faults implead, | 
1:6 Our King, our Fathers, Laymen all, 
. (Whom needs we muſt obey) 
For this Employment gave the Call 
s To us when purely lay. | 
117 Your worthleſs Brood into the Church 
You thruſt for impious Bread; 
Gp. e Theſe 
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71 1; Theſe leave, ber Doctrines in the Lurch, 


And d dire,  Otinions ſpread. 
18 Thus 1,100 6 Gn the facred Den . 
Unwocthihy intrude, 
As def ſlitute, I fear, of Grace, | 
As neither wiſe, nor good, f 
119 Why rail you. then? Or why indeed 
| Shou'd vou, ſo very wiſe, 
So pobrly form your Counter-crecd 
On our Miſdeeds or E | 
120 Why. thus ſo ſtupidly inhale | 
» r::5} Of your own. Fallacies 
The putrid and infectious Gale, 
As a ſalubrious Breeze? 5 
121 Yet ſome good Paſtors ſtill remain 
Of Character ſublime, 
Who reſolutely Truth maintain, 
And brave the Scythe of Time. 
122 Religious Truth. no more deſires, | 
"han Silence in the Reſt, 
No further hopes for, nor requires, 
„Than Negligence, at beſt, | 
123 You ſee from hence Corruption ſprings, 
And Perjury aſſumes/, 
The civil Power of States, and Kings, 
And flaunts it in their Plumes. 
124 In Converſation, Commerce, Law, 
Fou ſee, theſe bear the Rule, 
And graſp with a rapacious Paw, 
The Weak, the Poor, the Fool. 
125 Nay, not content to ſee alone, 
- The Cucumbers you prtaſe, 
Which in this Hot-bed of your own, 
You take good Care to raiſe. | 
126 Reſume that Wealth, , ye, worldly Crew, 
Which you pretend you gave; 
Take back your haughty Offspring too, 
W ho preach, but to deceive. 
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327 Proud Prieſt, did CHa to Poverty, 
And to Contempt deſcend, 
That you in Pride and Luxury 
, our ill-got Wealth. may ſpend ? 
128 How ſoon ſhall'you, in Flannol Gown,* 
Experience a Reverſe, © 
And for a ſplendid Coach, go down 
In an old Haekney Hearſe | 
129 Nay, yet far worſe, that haughty Head 
Po lower Depths ſhall fink, 
And, midſt th* Offstourings of the Dead, 
Thy treach'rous Soul ſhall ſtink. 
130 This Church and Land, O Loxp, I love, 
‚ And as my Mothers prize; 
To me that open Joys above, 
This Life and F. ood ſupplies. 
131 Of both my Mothers, now diſtreſt, 
| How fhall J bear the Pain 
How fee ttiem wantonly oppreſt, 
- Betray'd, perhaps and lain! . 
132 By all the Sons, which they brought forth, 
| ' Whom: they have nurs'd and fed, 
They're trodden down, as nothing worth, 
| Tao' yet ſupp!ying Bread. 
133 What none to pity their grey Hairs, 
Of all that Rand around 
- Behold, O-Loxr', not one prepares 
Ju 0e lift them from the Ground 
»34, Nay, all concur to taunt their Woes,, 
(All Sons, as well as I!) 
Rejoice ta aggravate their Throes, 
To ſee them gaſp and die 
135 The ee Vulgar now affect 
eligion to deſpiſe, 
And Faſhion helps them to Reſpect 
For this, in vulgar Eyes. 


* The Ixiſb al bury in Flannel 
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136 The purblind Vulgar, lower plac'd, 


Look hither for the Mode, 
And, *midſt the Coaches, are in Haſte 
To foot the broader Road. 


237 Both pour forth Nonſenſe in ſuch Streams | 


On each religious Point, 
That nor in Madneſs, nor in Dreams, 
Is Thought ſo out of Joint. 
138 Vet here, if ever ſurely Men | 
Shou'd clearly think and ſpeak ; 
If not, what is the Tongue or Pen? 
A Buzzard, or a Snake. 
139 How much alive, how keen are we 
In Law-ſaits, Loſs, and Gain 
For Gop we neither hear, nor ſee, 
Or hear and ſee in vain. 


140 Be not conform'd to worldly Mays, 


The Holy Ghoſt hath. ſaid ; 
But, be conform'd each Faſhion ſays —-- 
And Faſhion is obey'd. \ 
r41 Now heathen-Gods, or wicked Saints, 
Or black-ey'd Maids ariſe, 
As Faſhion, or as Fancy paints, 
And hoop all the Skies. 
-42 No longer on Olympus high 
n Theſe Deities fal ſit. 
A new Seat Ana ſhall ſupply, 
More ſimilar and fit. | 
1.43 Their Pilgrims here may ſnow or fire 
| As either ſha!l ſucceed, 
* them, and with their Sire, 
heir Ague Fits to feed. 
144 Devotion, whether hot or cold. 
Here Faſhioniſts may feel; 
And ſhou'd it chance to be too old, 
Its Age in Smoke may veil; 
145 Empedocles, to be amon 
duch Gods as they adore, 
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Himſelf into Mount tna flung— - 
Our Faſhioniſts do more. 
146 Like him, their Bodies they conſume 
In worſe than Ttna's Fires, ä 
And boaſt in Death the crackling Plum 
Of criminal Defires; \ 
147 Wherewith their Souls, enkindl'd here, 
Like lighted Torches, there 
In flaming Brimſtone ſhall appear 
I ' outdo their preſent Glare. 
148 Theſe even now their Lava pour, 
And ſpread a general Woe ; 
Corrupt, oppreſs, and then devour 
Whatever lies below. 
149 How far his Slaves oy Faſhion drive |: 
| If he ſhall tyrannile ; 
In his warm Worſhip we ſhall ſtrive + 
Oi'er Gop himſelf to riſe. 
150 Into the Houle of Gop we go 
| Our Faſhions to diſplay, 
Ourſelves and boaſted Wealth to ſhew 
On a Pretence to pray. 
151 Great Gop ! how impious to thy Face 
; This Inſult offer'd here ? 
The Friend of Pride in this thy Place 
Preſumes to Domineer. 
152 Even in the Pulpit takes his Stand. 
1 By Milinery Vote, 
EA. » And holds in faſhionable Band 
| Thy Preacher by the Throat. 
4353 Well were it tho', had Faſhion been 
Contented here to ſtop, 
Ere jaded Patience muſt have ſeen 
The Villain in the Fop ; 
154 Ere by this Monſter CyrisT our Lon, 
Who bought and feeds him well, 
Had been accus'd from his own Word 
Of Falſehood black as Hell. 


155 This 
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1 55 This Paſtor preaches as he POP: 
And howſoever odd, 
A God in his own Image gives, 
A A faſhionable God. 
6 A God polite, who will not ſcan 
In too ſevere a Scale - 
The Actions of a Gentleman, 
Excuſable, if frail. 
157 Nay howſoever it may ſound, 
Or monſtrous. it may be, 
Such Preachers diff 'rent Gods propound, 
And this hath two or three. 
158 A Group of Gods tho” he maintains, 
He really worſhips none. 
Of Soul the Being he arraigns, 
And reprobates his own. 
159 As this what can appear fo foul, 
When openly diſclos'd ? 
But why ſhou'd he retain a val, 
To black Accounts expos'd 
160 Yet ſuch good Men for 8 OI 
And ſeem for him to ſtand. | 
Are they not honeſt ? ſure they are, 
If by their Hearers ſcan'd ; 
161 Unleſs theſe Hearers, always blind, 
Now wiſh to be miſled, -. 
And, for old Truths, to Vice unkind, 
With pleaſing Errors fed. 
162 Diginctions now are never made, 
But of the great and ſmall. 
Religion wou'd the great degrade, 
And Death-like level all. 
163 How deſpicable is that Wretch 
Whoſe higheſt Excellence 
He ſtrives from mimick'd Faults to fetch, 
From mimick'd Lack of Senſe} 
164 In whoſe Eſteem can he look brave, 
What Honour can he claim, 
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Who borrows from the Fool or Knave 
His ſole Pretence to Fame ? 
165 Faſhion cries out, Go down the Stream, 
* And do as others do. 
J Crowds the 9 travel; do the ſame, | 
Jud berd mt with the few. 
166 / Lords and Ladies I am King, 
« Nay Kings and Queens obey 
0 NM. 5 Jer reign Lore, and to me bring 
* The Enſig ns of my Sway. 
167 © You Have no other Gods but me, 
And ſuch as I depute ; 
My Powers of Comb and Needle fee ; 
| c "Tis their to puſh y-ur Suit. 
1768 © Ye ſplendid Votaries of mine, 
Too well I know your Zeal 
To urge @ Cauſe, wherein you ſbi ne 
: & bright from Head to Tail. 
wk © Go * as long as Mone * 
© To flaunt it every 9; 
But keep to me your literal Faſts, 
© If Fortune frowns at Play. 
170 If any ſneaking Fool low born, 
But thoſe I canſtitute, 
1 Shou'd each up Plainneſs, treat with hw 
5 e de ere * 
3 ure he is not leſs fond 
A Tan you, cou, d 4 e, 
* By Robbery, er Dice, or Bond, 
' afſume the Prince or Lord. 
172 © Take Care you ue er apotatiſe 
From me ta CuRIsT or Grace; 
* No, on my Splendour fix your Eyes, 
| * My Diamonds, Gold, and. Lace, 
173 © Damp not your. Spirits with a Thought 
* Of Szchneſs or the Grave; 5 
At leaſt, when they approach enſought, 
Y Do you the Phantoms brave. 
074 © The” 
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»74 ©* Tho” all as Criminals muſt die, 
Ter ye in Pomp ſpall fall. 
Ah Livery for Death is high, 
And Pride ſupports the Pall. 
»75 O Death, how ſplendid is the Dreſs, 
* When — on the Parade, 
© Of thoſs, who thy employ profeſs 
. 5 Murder for 4 N a 4 
f 176 © Show'd you at any Time ſubmit 
T0 thoſe uncauth Events, 
© © Elnde the filthy valgar Pit 
By ſplendid Monuments, 
177 * Thus you your Grandeur may protract 
* By Efforts all your own; 
© May Death's — counterat? 
And haughty look in Stone. 
178 © Your marble Coat ſhall for you lie, 
As did your filken Dreſs 
And every Paſſenger ſhall cry, 
© Death cou'd not make them leſs. 
179 Ta bully Death you find the Way, 
© By mein ſpite of Fate, 
Fo look in Shrouds both great and gay, 
* Perfum'd and laid in State. 
n - 180 * The ſermoniſing Par fon hires,. - 
1 Inſurance for your Souls 
© Againſt the Fear e penal Fires, 
© And you with Saints enrolls, © 
181 © By _ Expedients I ſhall till: 
* Maintain an Empire there, 
* (Where Death himſelf. no more can kill, ) 
© Which nothing can impair. 
182 Death grins at me ; LI gzin at him, 
© And at his Sting of Sin; 
But, look he howſoever grim, 
5 | | © PI give him Grin for Grin.“ 
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183 SPRING: of Being, and Reſource: 
Of all Things thou haſt made, 
To thee diſtreſs'd we have Recourſe, 
Too thee apply for Aid. 
184 Once more, Almighty Loxp, deſcend, 
Theſe Miſchiefs to remove, 8 
Our Faith and Morals to amend, 
And warm us with thy Love. 
185 Recall our Hearts to thee once more, 
Thou Fountain of all good; 
Teach us our Riches to deplote, 
Unworthy even of Food. a 
SR 186 Break 
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186 Break forth, O Lon, and cauſe thy Face 
Again on us to ſhine. 
Let Tears again recall thy Grace, 5 
And own us ſtill for thine. 
187 Correct us, but with Judgment, Loxdp, 
Not in thy Wrath, tho' juſt, 
Leſt, cruſh'd to nothing by thy Sword, 
We ſhrink to leſs than Du 
188 O King of Kings, and God of all, 
Whoſe Power hath — 4.4 | 
Marte, . Aſtorath, and Baal, 
And trod all Idols down . 
189 Thou, who haſt clear d the Earth and Skies, 
And not one Dæmon left, 
To whom Mankind may ſacrifice, 
Of Common Senſe bereft; 
190 Beneath whoſe Hand the Gods of Luſt, 
Of Drunk'nneſs, Theft, and Blood, 
Have crouch'd, and vaniſh'd.into Duſt, 
As Toys of Stone and Wood 
191 Faſhjon, who ſtill thy Kingdom braves, 
| Inſults th chali'ning 1 
O'erwhelm, O Lox, hs Slave of Slaves, 
F T his deſpicable. God. 0 
50 Ariſe, Almighty Gon, ariſe, . 
Diſlolve this Magic Spel Spell, 
And open thou in e our Eyes, 
3 1 4 a 2 in Hell. 
193 Ariſe, Almighty. Son, ny 
is Dra — 11 broiſe, 
This helt-bora "Retel to chaſtiſe, , 
Who all Things here ſubdues. 
194 Let looſe thy Thunders, mighty Lon p, 
To ſtrike this Monſter dead; 
Nature and Virtue will accord :_ 
To bare his impious Head. 
195 T hou know'ſt, it is alone by Wealth, 
That he his Empire gains; 
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By Fraud, Oppreſſion, and by Stealth, 
| That he his Wealth maintains. 
196 Down, bleſſed Loxp, down ſtrike them all, 
Oppreſs'd Religion cries; 
To Poperty grant us a Fall, 
That we may fall to riſe.” 
197 Let us no longer, Lon b, thy Gifts 
| Embrace, and thus abuſe 
No longer ſcek for ſenſeleſs Shifts,. 
| Our Conſcience toamuſe. 
198 So ſhall our Hearts to thee return, 
. Arrous'd and thus ſet free, 
That they in Piety may burn, 
f And flame anew to thee. 
299 The Modes of thy celeſtial Court 
To ſtudy we ſhall ſtrive, | 
And by our Deeds thoſe Modes ſupport,. 
| That they may ſpread and thrive. - 
200 By 2 that humble Nurſe 
: f Virtue, we ſhall riſe, -. 
High o'er the-envied rich Man's. Curſe, 
To Wealth above the Skies. 
201 Curs'd be thoſe Bleffings, which on Fools 
Produce- Effects ſo dire. 
What is the Learning of their Schools, 
But Luſt and Pride on fire ? 
202 No where on Earth the Chriſtian Light 
So clearly ſhines, as here, 
Vet, as at ark, infernal Night | 
| Forbids it to appear. | — 
- 203 Since by this Light no Mortal moves 
| This Lamp, this Light divine, 
But each Man rather Darkneſs loves, , 
Why ſhou'd it longer ſhine ? | 2 
204 Yet, Lok p, this ſaving Light prolong, 
By which the Blind-man ſees, 
Still as refulgent, ſtill as ſtrong, 
For better Times than theſe. 2 
FE 4 205 But af 
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205 Put thy protect g Hand about 
„This hy own, glorious Lamp, 
Leſt windy Doctrines puff it out; 
Here once again encamp. 
206 O Holy Ghoſt, freſh Oil inſti, / 
And trim this Lamp anew 
To warm, and yet reguide, the Will 
By Knowledge fate and true. 
207 As ſolar Light and Heat till low * 
In one united Ray; , 4 
O Sun of Souls, on us beſtow 
Of both the mental Day. 
208 Thus guided up the ardugus Steep, 
And prompted by thy Grace, 
We neither ſhall deſcend, nor ſleep, 
But upward mend our Pace. 
2:9 O Source of Fire, with Hearts of Ice, 
And with a Victim lame, 
How can we offer Sacrifice, 
Or make it upward flame? 
210 Let Piety, O Eoxp, revive, 
And on ſome future, Day 
Again return, and all alive, 
Its Light and Warmth diſplay. 
211 So ſhall our Minds its Luſtre own, 
Our Hearts its Vigour feel, 
And godleſs Rebels, humble grown, 
o thee devoutly kneel. 
212 Their Souls ſhall at its Ardour fuſe, 
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Ang in a godlike Mod 
ce d Fe, Nat Mie Towns, 
/ Tenacious of the old; 
213 Nor pot, Bike fickle Slaves of Mode, 
| ach new Opinion ſeize, 
Nor, theſe to prove, thy ſacred Code 
In every Paſſage teaze. 
214 To ſmattering Fops, and empty Beaus, 
ut 1 Religion adds ſome Shreds, 

| Which 
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Which Thread of Gold but looſely fews 


To airy Coxcombs Heads. 9 2 
215 Their i utmo Wealth c oak ſcarcely buy 6 
For Literary Da 
(A Cheat diſcern' d by eyery Bye), 88 


The Plumage of Maccaws. 
216 What, wedded with dne Frith, 
Can Wealth or Faſhion Freed, 
But the Corruption of our Vouth 
In Conduct, and in Creed)? 
217 When Wealth and FaſBich onde ſhall fly 
To Hell from whence they came, 
We'll build on Plainneſs, and buitd high, 
| A great and deathteſs 75 „ 
218 Ther jpy oyfal we a final Leave 
f Diſbelief ſhall. take, 
Shall to thy Precepts ſtrongly cleave, 
— For theirs and our own Sake, 
219 Our Robes of Glory, then'how bright! 
Jo higli t all nod our Plume, 4 
When we, for Ribbons, Beams of Light, 
For Diamonds, Stars, aſſume ! ! * 
220 Tear off the Core of Pomp and N 
Diſplay d in every Toy; wh 
Cloath us, © Fesvs, with thyſelf 
Thou glorious. Robe of 577 
221 Elijah's 'Charior' then ſhall wait 
'To waft us to the Court, 
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Where Mijelty ſupremely great 3 
9 diane ee Part, b * ce IP 
222 Or we, p s, now wound in Thr d, 
0 - Shal bit cut ſilken Stri ny 
And thither ſoar, by Love 4 


On our own \purgls Wings. . * I 
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I LORD, hin I behold: on Kigh _ 
0: The Sun, the Moon, the Rory Sky, 
And all the Worlds around 25 
Snail-like I ſhrink into m weed 
Al Selk ip mmer ſoon > diſpel | 
And grovel on the Gro K 
2 But when my Soul reſumes 15 "Thdughs, 
Tha from the empty Womb of Nee 
| heſe Thing: $ by thee were call'd; 
That in thy Sigh be they're little Things, 
In 7 15 glorious King of Kings, f 
ow is my Soul appall'd ! - 
3 All theſe by 550 1 * en 
Pronounc'd by thee, Almighty Logp, 
Aroſe, and may again 
mW one deſtructive ord of thine, 
0 their primeval Nouph t decline, | 
The Creature then how vain! © 
4 But when the Mind its Kindred claims; 
With: that Muftricus Liſt of Names, 
Which ſtand about thy Throne; 
How ſoon the Sun and ſtarry Hoſt 
Are to its mental Eye-ſight loft, 
As. Beings quite unknown ! f 
5 Ten Tlouſand Suns! in one cofijoin'd, 
Eſcape: the inattentive Mind. - ml 
When Michael ſhews his Face. 4 1 
To Virtue what is ſolar Light, | | 
Which ſheds a Beam, by far leſs e | 
If Virtue comes in Place? 
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5 If, riſing on a bolder Wing, 
Altem bun thee, O Lnop, to ſing, 
Thy Face I faimly en 
Arch. 1 then muſt hand alide, * * 
And all their faded Glories hide, 
Abforb'd and loſt in thee. 
7 So far as we can underſtand 
The Werks of thy Almighty Hand, 
Our Wonder they excitez, _ 
. Yet all we ever Taw or heard, >> SE 
To nothing ſink, with thee” compared, 
O thou ſole Infinite! 

8 The Waters ſaw thee, I.onp, and fled, 
And open left their ſandy Bed, £ 
A dry Way thro* the Sea; 

Thy Louch the Hills and Moufitins feel, 
And er thy Look they ſtart, they reel, 
They dr and melt a W Ü w. ts 
9 The Earth, and all that it contains, f 
The Heavens, with all their azure Plains, 
Fly from before thy Face; 
And, it thy Looks but gently chide, 2 
In ancient Nothing ſeek to hide; 
But trembling find no Place. 
18. For who, or what can hide from thee, 
In Heaven, or Hell, or Earth, or Sea, 
Since thou art every where? 
All Hell lies open to thy r 
Thou ſeeꝰſt throughout its darkeſt Night { 
Its Bones, or Fiends, Tie bare. 5 
11 Thy Power, thy Wiſdom, both have been 
In this thy grand Creation ſeen, 
And both unbounded prov'd ; 
Fhy Mercy in Redemption too, Fa 
Is not leſs ample, nor leſs true, - 
Nor thou more fear'd, than lov'd. 5 
12 Thou art not Gop in Power alone, 
Nor Wiſdom only 3 ino, we own 
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Thee Gov, in Mercy too; 
"That only boundleſs Mercy. can, 
With Patience bear the rebel Man, 
All Mankind feel it true. 4 
13 Man finds it true indeed full well, 
Who is not yet compell'd to dwell 
| In cvertatiins Flows: . 
Tho' he, provoking Wretch! proceeds ; 
To brave thee with atrocious Deeds, 
Too foul to bear a Name. | 
14 Repentance, even yet propos d, 
Keeps Pity's folding Door unclos'd, 
For this abandon'd Wreteh; 
He is but Du, his Saviour cries; 
« Pll ſpare him yet,” his Gop replies. 
Of Mercy what a Stretch! 
15 Now let thy Power Creation boaſt, 
And tell thy Wiſdom to the Holt , 
Of hymning Sprights above ; 
A louder Lay may Mankind raiſe, 
To ſing thy Patience, and to praiſe 
Thy Mercy and thy Love. 
16 FromHeaven's high Thtoce de Saviour vomes, 
Secures of all our Debts the Sums, | 
By boundleſs Mercy dran; * 
He pledges for us his on Blood. 
To make our Cauſe in Juſtice good. 


How infinite the Pawn'? * 

17 Car1sT all the Prophecies fulfils, 

And executes whate'er he wills ;— _ 

Nature its God ebeys. | {hs 

The Chains of Darkneſs he unbinds, = | 

And pours true Day-light on our Minds, 

In a full Tide of Rays. | 

a8 The Angels ſaw him quit the Throne, 

And make our Nature all his own, 
But doubted to what End; 
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And when they ſaw his vital Breath 
Forſake him in the Throes of Death, 
5 Beheld us la pf our Friend; CAE LF BY 
19 Beheld us in his lood embru'd, 
And Satan by that Blood faba, 
And all our Sins aton'd ; ; 
They then the Myſtery underſtood, 
Saw Life eternal in his Blood, | 
And his Salvation owned. 
20 Tr in the bloody Strife, 
They ſaw him riſe again to Life, 
And take his kingly Crown; 
The Crown that decks the King of Kings, 
And with it ſole Dominion brings, 
And Hymns of loud renown, 
21 But when they ſaw us take the Field, 
Arm'd with his conquering Sword and Shield, 
| And by his Spirit fir'd ; 
Then were their golden Harps bee Aung. | 
Then Heaven with their Hoſannas rung 
With Songs anew inſpir'd. 
22 CHRIST. is to Gop the upward Way, 
The Truth, the Life, the perfect Day, 


The beauteous Path eace 3 
If Faith unſhaken i in th Sou 
If Virtye ſtedfaſt as the Pole, 


Thro* him their Courſe al trace. 
23 Behold an open Road to Heaven! 
And if repented, Sin forgiven 
Thro' CHRIST's atoning Blood! 
Ariſe thou drooping Heart, with Tears 
Of Jay cry out, adieu my Fears, dep 
Adieu to all, but Good: 
24 True Good alone I hence ſhall know, : 
Altho' in Penitential Woe 
The Harbinger of Bliſs ; 
My Soul diſſolves in Gratitude, 
While I receive the heavenly F 00d, 
And while the Son I ki, 


25 To 
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25 To hope of Heaven from deep Deſpair, 
My ſoaring Spirits now repair, 

In ſtrong Diſtaſte of Vice; 80 

The Blood of CHaIsr hath bought my Soul, 


(In that red Laver let me roll) 
My Gop, at what a Price 
20 My Soul, devoted to — Praiſe, 
O Loxp, in theſe my feeble Lays 
Attempts a weak Return : 
But, O cherubic Choir above, 
What Love ſhall I return for Love 
My Heart, how ſhou'd it burn 
27 O for your raptur'd Soul of Fire 
Ihe loud Acclaim of ſuch a Choir 
That I like you might ſing ; 
Yet, tho' I cou'd, my Song ſublime 
Wou'd only ſtammer out, in Rhyme 
The Tribute I ſhou'd bring. 
28 Had Ia Voice, fo loud and ſhrill 
'That it cou'd Space unbounded fill; 
And make all Nature hear; 
Too far I cou'd not make it fly, 
Nor ſound the Praiſe of CHRIST too. bigh, 
Who died my Debt to clear. 
.29 From Sin to Sin I headlong fell, 
And trembled on the Brink of Hell, 
When CurisT to ſave me ran; 
From Joy to Death the Saviour came 
To ſnatch me from th' infernal Flame, 
Adjudg'd to ſinful Man. 
30 When the laſt Trumpet ſhall reſound, 
And call the Univerſe around 
The tribunitial Throne; 
Canſt thou, O Man, in Judgment ſtand, - 
And Glory of thy Gop demand 
On Righteouſneſs thy own ? 
31 If not, a Saviour thou muſt find 
Of Wealth ſufficient, and ſo kind, 
1 To 
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To make up thy Account; 
To ſpunge thy Debtor Side away, 
Of his own Funds thy Fines to pay, 
And clear the-full Amount, 
32 But all the Creatures, high and low, 
"The arduous Office mult forego, 
And let this Work alone. | 
Thro' none, but Gop, the Soul can live, 
'The Creature hath nor aught to give, 
' Hath nothing of his own. 
33 When God in Ixsus once is felt, 
The Heart with Gratitude muſt melt 
Before his Fire of Love. 
Thus is the Saviour born in Man; 
This lengthens out our little Span 
To endleſs Life above. | 
34 Thus Love for Love, now flaming high, 
From us to him ſhall upward fly, 
Expelling Sins and Fears 
Away with Guilt ! away its Chain 
Of boding Horrors ! and its Train 
Of anxious Doubts and Tears 
35 Lo now the dancing Spirits riſe !- 
We breathe not Air, but purer Ski. :, 
And Heaven is felt within! 
The Soul now ſees its ſmiling Gop ! 
And now no longer dreads his Rod ; 
Now endleſs Joys begin 
36 With what an Horror wou'd it damp, 
With what a Mark infernal ſtamp 
The Soul, that CRHRISH ſhou'd ell 
For Wealth, and on that Blood ſhou'd tread, 
> (Which for this very Wretch was ſhed) 
And league again with Hell! 
37 Can we be led by Fiends or Fleſh 
To crucify our Lok afreſh, 
Expos d to open Shame ? 
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Again, like, Judas, CyrisrT betray, 
On a new Croſs, like Pilot, ſlay, 
And carry ſtill his Name ? 
38 A Judas ſurely is that Wretch, 
Who with a Conſcience on the Stretch, 
Can CHRIST's Religion kiſs ; 
And yet renounce it in his Deeds, 
And at its Principles and Creeds 
With Scorn affected hiſs. 
9 The Devil, who down from Heaven fell, 
Down to the dark Abyſs of Hell, 
Had not a Fall ſo lore, 

As he who CuRlsr the Saviour ſells, 
Tho? here in Conſequence, he dwells 
Midſt worldly Pomp and Store. 

40 J will not, Judas, with thee ſhare 
Thy Price of Blood, nor thy Deſpair, 
Thy Silver nor thy Rope; 
No, rather, Stephen, let my Head, 
Receive the Stone that ſtruck thee dead ! 
- And thus expire in Hope. 
41 Hail glorious Deacon / who firſt trod 
Thy Saviour's bloody Path to Gop, 
And pour'd the crimſon Flood 
Of Life for him, who from-the Tres 
Diſcharg'd the Blood of Gon for thee ; 
In thine was Blood for Blood, 
42 This Sacrifice, ſo great, ſo good, 
To pay thy Debt of Gratitude, 
In thy Account too ſmall ; 
Yet for his.righteous Cauſe to fie, 
Was by the Saviour reckon'd high, 
Becauſe it was thy All. 
43 Togive thee Courage in this Fight, 
And furniſh with ſufficient Might, 
The Curtains of the Sky 
Aſide are drawn, and lo ! the Throne, 
The Empyreal Throne is ſhewn 
To tb y admiring Eye. 
. 1 44 There 
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44 There fits your Saviour, King of Kings 
There round him Hallelujah rings, 
Almoſt unheeded, while 
He eyes the S ones that o'er thee pour, 
And, thro' the fierce, the deadly Shower, 
Looks on thee with a Smile. 
45 That Smile converts thy keeneſt Pains 
To Raptures, and what then remains, 
But Triumph to thy Soul? 
He beckons thee above the Skies; 
He points to thee the glorious Prize, 
The Chriſtian Racer's Goal. 
45 Now, cruel Jeus, go fling your Stones, 
Go pound the Chriſtian Hero's Bones; 
His Saviour ſtands above, 
Knows, your infernal Rage, your Noiſe, 
And Blows, do but augment his Joys, 
But ſooth and ſtroke his Love. 
47 Ye haughty Roman Spoilers, know, 
How poor your Triumphs, and how low, 
With Kings and Gods in Chains, 
To his, who from a fiercer War, 
Led captive Fiends behind his Car, 
And more than Victor reigns. 
48 Behold him, from your dark Abode 
Aſcend the bright celeſtial Road, 
Triumphant toward the Throne; 
Then hear his Welcome thence proclaim'd, 
And ſee him Protomartyr nam'd 
Upon the Corner Stone. 
49 To thee, like Stephen, we repair 
I hou Source of Strength; O hear the Prayer 
Which Duſt and Aſhes raile ; 
That Strength, which we ſo greatly want, 
Do thou, Almighty Goodneſs, grant 
And thine ſhall be the Praiſe. 
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50 Of Nature feeble and deprav'd, 
We WCretches never can be ſav'd, 
Unleſs by thee alone; 
Thy Strength by Weakneſs perfect made, 
In us ſo weak, if thus diſplay'd, . 
. Shall prove itſelf thy own. 
51 Thy Miracles of Mercy ſhine 
Above thy Works, howe'er Livine, 
In thy Creation ſeen ; 
We there on Power and Wiſdom gaze 
Here Mercy, Mercy, Mercy, praite, 
Of Attributes the Queen. 
52 Our Gratitude the Song demands 
From us, who pierc'd thy Feet and Hands, 
To Sin and Death enflay'd, 
Whom thou haſt ſav'd from endleſs Woe, 
From Shame and Pain in Flames below ; 
Both ſanctify'd and ſav'd. 
53 High Heaven before the Almighty ſhakes, 
This pond'rous Globe beneath him quakes, 
Hell trembles at his Nod; 
To Man, he ſays, * repent and live; 
Beh:ld, for thee my Blood I give 
How great and good is Gop ! 
54 O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, - 
Whoſe Service we, as Chriſtians, boaſt, 
Eternal Three in One; 
All Glory now and ever be 
In all our Hymns aſcrib'd to thee, 
Thee, thee, our Gop alone. 
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Man Sinking into a Devil. 
ole. 


I LORD, how hath thy Creature fall'n, 
Thy Creature once a Man! 


How to a Brute in Thought and Deed, 
Then to a Dzmon, ran! 
2 He plunges on from Crime to Crime, 
And round him forms a Gulph 
Of Filth and Blood, and there outdoes 
_ The Swine, the Fox, the Wolf, 
3 Then blackens to a Fiend as ſoon 
| As he acquires the Art, 
Fiend-like to ſpoil, and then torment 
The deſolated Heart. 
4 He baſely tramples o'er the Man 
Who rais'd him from the Duſt ; 
And ſubſtituting wrong for right 
Exterminates the Juſt. 
5 He and his Inſtruments combine 
The Poor to fleece and tear; 
All round him Deſolation reigns, 
Reign Anguiſh, and Deſpair, * 
6 The Innocent he dooms to Death, 
His Path in Blood is ſeen ; 
He teaches Perjury, and boaſts, 
The Murderer to ſcreen. 
» By no Remorſe this Monſter ſtung, 
Nor God, nor Mankind fears; 
Hears not the beggar'd Orphan's Cries, 
Nor ſees the Widow's Tears. 
8 In Courts where others Juſtice ſeck, 
He buys or ſells the Laws ; 
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And from thefe grofs Enormities 
No little Profit draws, | 
9 Him all the trembling Wretches round 
Fear, flatter, and implore; 
And all attend withSacrifice 
This Devil to adore. 
10 Their Subſtance, Liberties, and Lives, 
| At his Devotion lie; 
Their Conſciences with his Deſigns, 
However black, comply. 
11 From him thy weaker Creatures ſave, 
And quaſh his impious Power; 
Be thou to him a chaſt'ning Gop, 
To them a Rock and Tower. 
12 Remember he's thy Creature ſtill, 
Didſt thou not for him bleed? 
O let not his Tranſgreſſions, Lozp, 
Thy Tenderneſs exceed. 
13 9 Los, reſtore this Wretch,. 
o thy eternal Praiſe; 
From Fiend to Brute, from Brute to Man, 
From Man to Angel raiſe. 
14 In falling down ſo far is loſt 
All Power in him to riſe; 
His Will in hard Impenitence 
Not leſs diſabled lies. 
15 Thy Power alone this Reprobate 
Is able to recall, 
Let Power and Mercy lift him up 
From this ſo deſp'rate Fall. 
16 Let him, a ſecond David, LorD, 
Thy Power and Mercy feel; _ 
Let him, like Paul, an Heart of Fleſh 
Receive for one of Steel. 
17 So ſhall this Firebrand ſnatch'd from Hell, 
In Paradiſe take Root ; 
And flouriſh by the Tree of Life, 
In Leaves, in Flowers, in Fruit. 
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18 Then diſappointed Hell ſhall rage ; 
Then joyful Seraphs ſing 
The wondrous Power and Mercy ſhewn 
By their all-gracious King. | 
19 What Angel then, in all thy Hoſt, 
So loudly ſhall proclaim 1 
Thy Wiſdom, Power, and Mercy, Loxp? 
So glorify thy Name ? Wm 


Man riſing into an Angel. 
X. 
1 BETTER Sacrifice he brings, 
Than theſe too languid Lays ; 
O Lokp, who in his Actions lings 
Thy Mind to thy own Praiſe ; 
2 Who to the Widow Life prolongs, 
And to her ſtarving Brood, 
Whoſe kind Heart dances to her Songs 
For Cloathing, and for Food, 
3 Her Song, O Lo, to thee reſounds, 
Let boundleſs Goodneſs hear ; 
His Dance of Love to thee rebounds, 
And trembles in his Tear, 
4 The Song and Dance, in David's Days, 
We read, thou didſt approve 
As Acts of Worſhip ; here to pleaſe 
They ſing, they dance, they love. 
5 Here Piety and Love are felt 
In Acts of ſweet Relief; 
Here more than Saba's Odours ſmelt 
In Joy, ſucceeding Grief, 
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6 Here Senſe of Tenderneſs and Joy 
Hath taught the Tears to flow; 
Theſe too the Heart-felt Dance employ, 

And lend it all their Glow. 
7 Does he not hymn his Gop who pleads 
The Cauſe of the oppreſs'd ; 
And raiſes up their drooping Heads 
For whom that Gop is bleſs'd ? 
8 Does he not incenſe thee who ſaves 
The Foe that ſought his Life ; 
Who 'midſt his angry Neighbours leaves 
No Source of Wrath or Strife? 
Y Does he not ſacrifice to thee, 
Who on thine Altar burns, 
For Faith and Truth, an Offering free, 
While Pain and D-ath he ſpurns ? 
10 Thy higher Angels dwell in bliſs, 
And ſerve thee with delight ; 
O ſee the Services of this, 
Who ſerves in Blood and Fight. 
11 Arm, gracious Gop, this Champion Arm, 
Suſtain him with thy Hand; | 
With perſevering Ardour warm, 
And bid him bravely ſtand. | 
12 High is thine Hand, and ſtrong thine Helm, 
O ſtretch them o'er his Head, 
Left his inveterate Foes o'erwhelm, 
And fink him to the Dead. 
+3 The Powers of Hell and Earth combine 
His Strength to overthrow 
For thy juſt Cauſe, O lend him thine, 
Is not his Foe thy Foe ? 
14 Behold with Zeal for thee he glows, 
And in the Martyr's Flame 
Aſcending, his Example throws 
For all who love thy Name 
15 Angels themſelves by him outdone, 


To lower Love aſpire ; | 
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Elijab's Chariot here outſhone, 
Burns with a fainter Fire. 
16 From this hard Warfare to thy Praiſe, 
He Aſhes brings, for Scars; 
And wrapt in his own proper Blaze, 
He ſoars, and dims the Stars. 


THE BIBLE. 


XI. 


I HE Lord inſtructs us by his Works, 
Throughout the World diſplay'd, 
To know his Wiſdom and his Power 
By that which he hath made ; 
2 To hear him in the Thunder ſpeak, 
To taſte him in our Food ; 
To ſee him in the heavenly Lights — 
In all, to feel him good, 
3 All theſe expreſs him to our Souls, 
In Language of his own ; 
Yet to our Fupid Souls by theſe 
He hath been little known. 
4 In Pity to our Want of Thovght, 
Lo he, himſelf to preach, 
Deſcends, and in the Speech of Men 
Draws near, our Minds to teach ; 
5 In liſping Language, as to Babes, 
| Divine Inſtruction pours ; 
O how to human Senſe it bends ! 
And yet ſublimely towers! 
6 He came not to a ſplendid Court, 
But in a Manger lay ; 


( 227 ) 
He ſpeaks not in a pompous Style | 
To wretched Sons of Clay. | 
7 Poor are the Writings of Mankind, 
In Words and Phraſes prim, 
Whoſe Beauties, little more than Sounds, 
Upon the Surface ſwim. | 
8 Here Sentiments, divinely great, 
Divinely ſtrong and bright, 
In common Words beſpeak the Gop, 
Who writes with Beams of Light. 
What countleſs Terrors here at guilt 
With hideous Aſpect ſtare | 
How raviſhingly ſweet thy Smiles, 
O Loa, on Virtue, there! 
10 We burn, we freeze, we joy, we grieve, 
Almoſt on every Page; 
Senſation here to Paſſion ſwells, 
There, Wrath at Sin, to rage; 
11 At my own Sins, I only mean, 
Not at my Neighbour's Faults; 
He totters, where I tumble down ; 
l I fall, where he but halts. 
12 This Book of Gop in Light reveals 
The Errors of the Mind; 
This, in a Moment, diſfipates 
The Darkneſs of the Blind. 
13 How it enkindles Faith and Hope, 
Where brooded deep Deſpair ! 
How lifts the Soul above this Life ! 
Above its Joy and Care! 
14 How in the harden'd Conſcience works 
A lively Senſe of Sin ! | . 
How teaches the old Man to die, 
And a new Life begin 
15 Ah, how our melted Hearts in Tears 
Its ſoothing Power confeſs ! 
And feeling, fly to the Relief 
Of Anguiſh and Diltrels ! 
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y6 Whence, o'er the Heart this wondfus Power, 
Tho' deſtitute of Art? ; ? 
"Tis Gop himſelf indites the Book, 
That Gop, who made the Heart. 
1 In this, thy Book, we thee embrace, 
Our great and np good; 


Here kindling at thy Goodneſs, Loxp, 
We glow in Gratitude. | 
13 How trembling at that awful Day, 
When thou ſhalt doom to Hell 
All that unhappy Fribe, who once 
From Faith and Virtue fell. 
19 How we tranſporting Hopes ere 
On this thy gracious Word 
© Ceme thou, partake the endleſs Joy, 
© And Triumph of thy LorD.” 
20 How we the Saviour meet and hear, 
Who our Salvation brings; 
How we the Dove deſcending ſee, 
With healing in his Wings. 
21 How, Lorp, we know thee, and ourſelves, 
And clearly fee our Way ; 
We, who in utter Darkneſs ſat, 
Or only went aſtray, 
22 In every Clauſe we ſee a Lamp, 
In every Text a Light, 
Which teacheth us thro' Nature's Gloom 
And Snares, to tread aright, : 
23 From Ceylon*s'or Amboyna's Fields 
No gently breathing Gale, 
(As we from this thy Spicy Book) 
Such Odours can exhale, 
24 From Eden's richly loaded Trees 
No Fruits like theſe were pull'd; 
F rom Carmel S, OT from Taber's Flowers 
No Sweets like theſe were cull'd. 
25 The winged Chymiſt never ſtot'd 
So Exquiſite a Sweet, 


_ 
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As theſe, which pouring from thy Page, 
Our purer Palates greet. 
, 26 Thy Book we therefore warmly ſeize, 
And in our Arms enfold ; 
This, living, dying, to our Hearts, 
With eager Graſp we hold. 
27 Farewel, thou World of Sin and Fear, 
Ye Wealth and Pomp, adieu; 
We take of Pleaſure, here below, 
A loathing Farewel too. 
28 To thee, bleſs'd Volume, we reſort, 
Where every Thing is read, 
Which can engage, reclaim, inſtruct, 
The Mind, the Heart, the Head. 
29 In thee my Grp vouchſafes to ſpeak 
i= To me, the Child of Duſt, 
A wayward, but a willing Child ; A 
I liſten, and I truſt, | | 
30 And asT liſten, firmer build, 1 
And truſting, ſafer ſtand | ; 
On him, my adamantine Rock, | 
Than on my former Sand, | 


a 31 O abdicate thy Sins, he cries : | ' 
I abdicate them all; - | 
And, riſing on celeſtial Wings, ! 


Now tower above this Ball, 
32 © Deny thyſclf,” he ſays, and I, 
A better ſelf to find, 
Repoſe in him my every Wiſh, 
My Will, my Heart, my Mind, 
33 But, if I am not happy yet, 
Tranſporting Hopes ariſe, 
That, building on his Book, my Soul 
Shall mingle with the Skies, 
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THE EUCHARIST, 


OR 


FEAST OF SOUL 5s. 


XII. 


On 2 Notice of the Sacrament. 


1 O, drink thou dry and thirſty Soul, 
By Paſſion parch'd and Vice ; 
Behold the Wine, the Milk, the Bowl, 
| Drink freely without Price. 
% Ho, all that hunger, let them fly! 
To feed on heavenly Bread, 
Which whoſo eats, ſhall never die, 
Becauſe on Jesvs fed. 
«© 3 Come all who love a coſtly Treat, 
Who dote on generous Wine; 
Who long t' aſſociate with the great, 
Ye Epicures divine; 
« 4 Come every hungry Soul, and taſte, 
In ChRier immortal Food , 
Partake the beatific Feaſt, 
Bought with his Life and Blood, 
© 5 Arch-Angels never have been fed 
At Charges ſo immenſe; 
In Heaven no Table hath been ſpread, 
As this, at ſuch Expence, 


6 Our 
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. 6 Our Life by Death is here ſuſtain'd, 
And ſo ſhall be on high; 
For this our Feeder was arraign'd, 
For this he choſe to die. 
7 That we on him might feed and live 
To Ages without End ; 
He choſe his Fleſh and Blood to give— 
Ye Sinners, what a Friend! | 
8 Where are they now who were ſupplied 
With Angel's Corn in Show'rs ? 
T hey ate, and yet we know, they died— 
To eat and live, is ours. 
9 To live in one tranſporting Round 
Of Joys, which ever laſt, 
Of Joys without alloy or bound, 
We ſhare in this Repaſt. 
10 Great as theſe are, yet much ſhall they 
In Magnitude ariſe, | 
When he, who waſh'd our Sins away, 
Shall ſtrike our longing Eyes. 

11 Methinks I ruſh to kiſs the Scar 
Which on each Foot is found; 
But quickly backward ſtart ! aware, 

My Sins had made the Wound. 

12 Loſt in his Mercy, and my Shame, 

I pour a Flood of Tears; 
This damps in me the kindling Flame, 
That all my Spirit cheers. 
13 O Extacy of Joy, too ſtrong z 
Horror, too intenſe, 
For mortal Nature to prolong ! 
Too big for Human Senſe |! 
14 How dare J at this Table ſtay, 
With Judgment, if I do? 
And yet how dare I ſtay away, 
With double Death in view? 


15 My Way is hedg'd on either Hand, 


My Way to Cop and Bliſs ; 


— 
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Tbat as I cannot ſtop or ſtand, 
"That Way 1 may not miſs. 
16 Why, then my Soul, repent, believe, 
And to this Table fly: 
'Tis- thine to tremble, his to give; 
Be grateful, and draw nigh. 
17 Thy ſtubborn Heart let Mercy woo z 
Thy Mercy, Lord, prevails; 
And Gratitude that Work ſhall do, 
M herein my Conſcience fails. 


Before Receiving. 


« 18 How would you love that tender Friend, 
Who from the Tongue, the Knife, 
Or from the Gallows, ſhou'd defend 
Your Character and Life? 
19 And yet, O Mortal, how much more, 
If he ſhou'd take your Place, 

For you ſhou'd ſhed his precious Gore, 
Adopting your Diſgrace ? 
20 How wou'd his Memory ſurvive 

In your reſponſive Soul ! 
Wou'd he not reign there all alive, 
And occupy the whole? 
« 21 But if ſuch Gratitude is due 
To him who, for one Hour, 
From Pain and Shame thus reſcues you, 
And further hath no Power; 
« 22 What then to him do you not owe; 
Who died to ſet you free 
From endleſs Pain and Shame below, 
Due by divine Decree ? 
« 23 Who died by your own Hands, to give 
Eternal Lite to you, 
Tbat pou in endleſs Joys may live? 
O! what to him is due! 


24 If 
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24 If we believe theſe glorious Things, 
And Feelings draw from thence, 
Action alone the Tribute brings, 
Which ſpeaks this Faith and Senſe, 
25 On Faith, firm Ground, your Anchor eaſt, 
And ne'er hereafter weigh 
But here adhering ever ſaſt, 
Put out no more to Sea. 


After Receiving. 


© 26 Hence fly, thou Foe to Virtue, fly! 
Avaunt, ye Luſt and Pride! 
Your Pow'rs of Darkneſs we deſy; 
Away ! in Hell go hide, 
*« 27 In Carer Almighty here we ſtand, 
Now fed around his Board, 
And in a now all-conqu'ring Hand 
We ſhake his two-edg'd Sword 
«© 28 Now Giant-like rejoice to run 
In Light and heat the Race 
Of this our Soul-reviving Sun, 
Our bleeding Gop to trace. 
“29 We, late but Worms, now Angels grown, 
Expand a flaming Wing, 
And ſwiftly riſing tow'rd the Throne, 
Loud Haleluiabs ſing. 4 
« 30 Haleluiah, Haleluiah, 
Halal, Haleluiah | 
Now ſwiftly riſing tow'rd the Throne, 
Loud Haleluiahs ſing. 


TO 
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TO GOD. 


XII. 


I O Gon, ye Choir above, begin 
An Hymn ſo loud and ſtrong, 
a 


t all the Univerſe may hear, 
And join the grateful Song. 
2 Praiſe him, thou Sun, who dwells unſeen 
Amidſt tranſcendent Light, 
Where thy refulgent Orb wou'd ſeem 
A Spot as dark as Night. 
3 Thou Silver Moon, ye Hoſt of Stars, 
The univerſal Song, | 
Thro' the ſerene and ſilent Night, 
To liſt'ning Worlds prolong. 
4 Sing him, ye diſtant Worlds and Suns, 
\ From whence no travelling Ray 
Hath 2 to us, thro' Ages paſt, 
a TY Time to make its Way. 
5 Aſſiſt, ye raging Storms, and bear 
On rapid Wings his Praiſe, 
From North to South, from Eaſt to Weſt, 
8 Thro' Heaven, and Earth, and Seas. 
6 Exert your Voice, ye furious Fires, 
T hat rend the watry Cloud, 
And thunder to this nether World 
Your Maker's Words aloud. 
7 Ye Works of Gop, that dwell unknown 
Beneath the rolling Main ; 
Ye Birds, that ſing among the Groves, 
And ſweep the azure Plain; 


8 Ye 


\ 
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8 Ye ſtately Hills, that rear your Heads, 
And tow'ring pierce the Sky; 
Ye Clouds, that with an awful Pace, 
Majeſtic roll on high ; 
9 Ye Inſects ſmall, to which one Leaf 
Within its narrow Sides, 
A vaſt extended World diſplays, 
And fpacious Realms provides; | 
10 Ye Race, till leſs than theſe, with which 
The ſtagnant Water teems, 
To which one Drop, however ſmall, 
A boundleſs Ocean ſeems ; 
11 Whatc'er you are, where'er you dwell, 
Ye Creatures great and ſmall, 
Adore the Wiſdom, praiſe the Power 
That made and keeps you all, 
12 And if you want or Senſe or Sounds 
To ſwell the grateful Noiſe, | 
Prompt Mankind with that Senſe, and they 
Shall find for you a Voice. 
13 From all the Realms of boundleſs Space 
Let loud Hoſannahs ſound ; 
Loud ſend, ye wondrous Works of Gop, 
The joytul Concert round, 


* 14 But while his other Works, aloud, 


His Power and Wiſdom ſing, 
For theſe, and for his Mercies, Man, 
Do thou thine Incenſe bring. 
15 To ſave thee from the dreadful Doom, 
Which for thy Sins was due, 
He left the bliſsful Realms of Light, 
And to thy reſcue flew. 
16 To crown thee with immortal Life 
By thy own Hands he dies; 
And in the Agony of Death, 
For thy Salvation cries. ES 
17 For this, o'erwhelm'd with Shameand Grief, 
Thy ſhocking Sins bewail, 


And 
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And ſing the Wonders of his Love, 
Wrapt in a Flame of Zeal. 
18 And, O my Soul, with all around, 
What Thanks ſhalt thou return ? 
How ſhou'd a vile unworthy Heart, 
So ſav'd, ſo favour'd, burn! 
19 How great,. how matchleſs muſt theſe Gitts, 
Almighty Goodneſs, be, 
That flow from ſuch majeſtic Hands, 
To ſuch a Wretch as me! 
20 Yet, fince to thee, a grateful Song 
| My Soul attempts to raiſe, 
Take, good and gracious Father, take 
The Tribute of my-Praiſe. 
21 How far, O Loxp, beneath thy Throne, 
How far beneath thine Eye, 
Theſe Stars around thy Foot-ſtool ſhine, 
And deck this nether Sky! 
22 Tho? farther downward till I creep, 
| A Worm on Earth below, 
Yet thro' the Clouds, the Skies, the Stars, 
My Song of Love ſhall go. 
23 On Wings of Gratitude and Love, 
My Praiſes ſhall aſcend, 
While boundleſs Mercy to my Voice 
Thy gracious Ear ſhall bend. 
24 *T was thou that call'd me forth from nought, 
*T was thou didſt bidſt me be; 
That gave a World for my ſupport ; 
All Glory be to thee, 
25 *Twas thou that-ſuffer'd in my ſtead ; 
*T'was thou that made me free, 
When Sin and Death enflay'd my Soul 
All Glory be to thee, | 
26 When Sorrows or Temptations come, 
Thou timely bidſt me flee, 
Or giv'ſt me Strength to ſtand my Giound ; 
All Glory be to thee, 


27 All 
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27. All theſe thy general Bountiee, Lon, | 


Are free as Light or Air; 
Of theſe, with all thy Sons in Carigr 
I've had a plenteous Share. 
28 A long Detail of Debts, untold, 
To ſwell the Liſt appear. 
Of Debts peculiar to myſelf, 
Too great for Thanks to clear. 
29 Of Debts too many, and too great, 
For Catalogues to ſum, | 
Receiv'd already, now enjoy'd, 
| Or hop'd in Time to come. 
30 Thro' Dangers countleſs as the Sands 
That ſpread the Ocean's Shore, 
Conducted by thy Hand I paſs'd, 
And hope to paſs thro* more. i 
31 When in the midſt of Woes and Fears 
I pour'd my mournful Prayer, 
Thy providential Pity lent * 
A kind indulgent Ear. gz 
32 When proſp'rous Fortune ſmooth'd her Face, 
Andiſpread her dang'rous Wiles, 
And tempted my unguarded Heart, 
; With her ſeducing Smiles; ; 
33 Twas then thy Wiſdom interfer'd, 
And loudly cried, beware/ 
Behold the Sting of Sin, and Death, 
T hat lurks beneath her Snare. 
34 Of all the Chriſtian Vineyard, 
Enjoy that very Place, — 
On which ſuperiour Brightneſs breaks, 
Unclouded from thy Face. 
35 Here double Portions of thy Light, 
With purer Luſtre flow, N 
Beam on the Soul, awake its Powers, 
And bid its Virtues grow. 
35 I neither ſtand aloft, expos'd 


's giddy Wheel 
On Fortune's giddy Wheel, Not 


F 
Nor does my tortur'd Spirit groan 
Beneath th' Oppreflor's Heel, 

37 I neither dread the dang'rougStorms, 
That thunder o'er the Great, 
Nor feel the Preſſures that are felt 
In a too abject State. 
38 For my own Wants I have enough, 
| And ſomething for the Poor ; 
I've Peace of Mind, O! give me Grace, 
My Gop, I aſk no more. 
39 If counter to tneſe Comforts paſt 
My future Lot ſnou'd run, 
Beneath thy chaſtening Rod I'll bend 
And ſay, thy Will be done. 
40 If Grief ſhou'd force a rueful Groan, 
That very Groan T'll raiſe 
In Hallelujab's to thy Name, 
And make it mount in Praiſe. 
41 And when the gloomy Hour of Death 
With Fear and Woe draws nigh, 
: I'll hail thee with my lateſt Breath; 
pe. Pl ſing thy Praiſe, and die. 
42 Die to this World with all its Fear, 
| Its Woe, Diſtraction, Strife; 
But live anew to thee, my Gop, 
In Cxyr1sT, my better Life, 
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